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Three days before the spring recess, the 
Beverly Hills Unifi ed School District (BHUSD) 
Board of Education convened for its second 
in-person meeting in the Jon Cherney Lecture 
Hall at Beverly Hills High School (BHHS). 
During the March 23 meeting, the Board heard 
updates on new county COVID-19 health 
protocols and what the April 8 return of 
students in grades 6-12 will look like. 
(New Protocols continues on page 7)

BY SAMUEL BRASLOW

BY SAMUEL BRASLOW

BY BIANCA HEYWARD

Courier Exclusive: D.A. Gascón 
Responds to Council’s No 
Confi dence Vote

Board of 
Education 
Considers New 
Protocols

Federal Investigation Takes 
Over Beverly Hills Strip Mall
The strip mall at the intersection of West 
Olympic Boulevard and South Palm Drive 
is hardly something to gawk at—upscale by 
strip mall standards, but still a strip mall. But 
since March 22,  dozens of local and federal 
agents have taken over the lot. 

The Beverly Palm Plaza is home to an 
eclectic mix of global cuisine of both the 
casual and white tablecloth varieties, the 

obligatory nail salon with two rows of plastic 
covered pedicure chairs and of course, a 
Supercuts. What caper could have pulled 
together the FBI, Drug Enforcement Agency 
(DEA), U.S. Postal Inspection Service (USPIS), 
the Beverly Hills Police Department (BHPD) 
and police departments from El Monte and 
Chino? 

“The business is U.S. Private Vaults. It's a 

safe deposit box business,” FBI Spokesperson 
Laura Eimiller told the Courier. 

The FBI is leading the investigation, 
executing a federal search warrant at the 
business on March 22. Beyond that, the feds 
aren't talking.
(Federal Investigation continues on page 
10)

On March 16, the Beverly Hills City Council 
passed a Resolution of No Confi dence against 
Los Angeles County District Attorney George 
Gascón. The previous day, a representative 
for Gascón reached out to the Courier and 
arranged for an interview with him. 
 The hour-long interview took place while 
the resolution was being considered by the 
City Council. In the interview, Gascón reacted 
to the resolution against him and responded 
to criticisms of his policies and directives 
that the Council brought up during both the 
afternoon Study Session and the evening 
Regular Session. (See the Courier's March 
19 story, "Council Votes No Confi dence in 
D.A.")

 After reaching out to the city for addi-
tional comment, Beverly Hills Spokesperson 
Keith Sterling provided the Courier with this 
response:
 “The members of the City Council have 
already expressed their views publicly regard-
ing District Attorney Gascòn and his policies.  
The discussions can be viewed at the archived 
City Council meetings of March 16 available 
at beverlyhills.org.”
 
(Gascón continues on page 11)
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Courier Calendar

NOW – MARCH 28  
CENTER THEATRE GROUP: “TANGO 
THE MUSICAL”

“Tango The Musical” is presented March 26 
at 5 and 8 p.m., March 27 at 5 and 8 p.m., 
and March 28 at 1 and 5 p.m. Featuring 
a cast of world-champion Argentine 
tango couples accompanied by a 10-piece 
orchestra under the musical direction 
of pianist Cristian Zárate, “Tango The 
Musical” celebrates the 100th anniversary 
of the birth of Argentinian composer and 
pioneer of tango nuevo, Astor Piazzolla. 
https://www.centertheatregroup.
org/digitalstage/premium-events/
tango-the-musical/

NOW – MARCH 31 
DESCANSO GARDENS: “LA BLOOMS”

Enjoy the explosion of color and beauty 
at Descanso Gardens with “LA Blooms.”  
Not only will the cherry blossoms be in 
full regalia, but more than 30,000 tulip 
bulbs will be producing a breathtaking 
assortment of tulips in diff erent colors and 
varieties.  In addition, see the return of 
the ever-popular Tomatomania. Advance 
ticketing is required.  Descanso Gardens is 
located at 1418 Descanso Drive, La Cañada 
Flintridge.
https://www.descansogardens.org/

NOW – APRIL 10
GALERIE XII LA: “WOMEN.ON.WOMEN 
(WOW)” EXHIBITION, HONORING 
THE STRENGTH OF THE FEMALE 
SPIRIT

Galerie XII Los Angeles presents 
“Women.On.Women (WOW)” exhibition 
running through April 10 at their new 
gallery at Bergamot Station Arts Center 
(2525 Michigan Ave. Suite B2, Santa 
Monica), which features four exhibition 
spaces and is open during COVID-19 for 
limited-capacity viewings and private 
appointments. The pioneering show 
about women seen and emboldened 
by women showcases the works of fi ve 
female artists: Patty Carroll, Maia Flore, 
Mona Kuhn, Ziqian Liu, and Anja Niemi. 
https://www.galeriexii.com/EN/event/
women-on-women?evt=1c4bc710-f878-
4689-b35c-cb2b113edd31

MARCH 26  
LOS ANGELES CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
DIGITAL 2020-21 SEASON “CLOSE 
QUARTERS”: VIOLIONIST GIL 
SHAHAM PERFORMING BOULOGNE
6:30 p.m. 

Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra’s (LACO) 
digital “Close Quarters” series continues 
with a guest appearance by violinist Gil 
Shaham,  performing Boulogne’s virtuosic 
Violin Concerto No. 9 in G major on 
the Orchestra’s groundbreaking Close 
Quarters interdisciplinary digital series 
that melds musical and visual arts. The 
new episode is available to the public at 
no cost and can be streamed on demand 
following its premiere on March 26 at 6:30 
p.m. on LACO’s website, YouTube and 
Facebook live channels. A digital pre-
concert conversation begins at 5:30 p.m. 
https://www.laco.org/close-quarters/

MARCH 26
UCLA’S CENTER FOR THE ART OF 
PERFORMANCE: “ZAKIR HUSSAIN 
AND MASTERS OF PERCUSSION”
7 p.m.

UCLA’s Center for the Art of Performance 
(CAP UCLA) presents “Zakir Hussain 
and Masters of Percussion” on March 26 
on CAP UCLA Online. Every other year 
since 1996, Hussain has brought “Zakir 
Hussain and Masters of Percussion” to 
America. Widely considered a chief 
architect of the contemporary world 
music movement, Hussain has been 
involved in many historic collaborations 
with artists including Yo-Yo Ma, Charles 
Lloyd and George Harrison. CAP UCLA 
audiences can expect uncanny intuition 
and masterful improvisational dexterity 
from Hussain’s performance.  
https://online.cap.ucla.edu/videos/
zakir-hussain-and-masters-of-percussion]

MARCH 27
PASADENA SYMPHONY:  “PASADENA 
PRESENTS” SPRING LINE-UP
4 p.m.

Music Director David Lockington and 
the Pasadena Symphony present the 
2020/21 “Pasadena Presents” Spring 
Season of online concerts through May 
22. Enjoy chamber music with a twist, 
with renowned guest artists performing 
a popular concerto, and Pasadena 
Symphony musicians performing 
chamber music masterpieces. On March 
27, Venezuelan pianist Gabriela Martinez 
performs Grieg’s Concerto,  along with 
pieces by two British composers - Finzi’s 
Eclogue and Elgar’s whimsical Serenade.
https://pasadenasymphony-pops.org/
pasadena-presents/ 

MARCH 27
THEATRE 40 - “HOUSE ON THE HILL: 
MARY ELLEN PLEASANT’S STORY” 
 7 p.m.
 
In celebration of Women’s History Month, 
Theatre 40 presents a Zoom reading of 

“House on the Hill: Mary Ellen Pleasant’s 
Story” on March 27. Ms. Pleasant (1814-
1904) was the fi rst African American 
female millionaire, an abolitionist who 
worked with the Underground Railroad, 
a champion who sued for the right to 
ride the trolley car in San Francisco, and 
who earned the name of Mother of Civil 
Rights in California. The event is free. 
However, donations in support of the 
ongoing artistic activities of the non-profi t 
Theatre 40 will be gratefully accepted 
on the website.  To attend, please use 
this Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85847463377. 
https://theatre40.org/

MARCH 27– 28
FARHANG FOUNDATION: KAHYHAN 
KALHOR - LOST IN THE DESERT SKY

Farhang Foundation presents Kahyhan 
Kalhor - Lost in the Desert Sky, a concert 
event.  Produced under the artistic 
direction of Master Kayhan Kalhor, it is 
featuring all-new music by Master Kalhor 
in memory of the passing of Iranian singer 
and cultural icon Maohammad-Reza 
Shajarian.  Special guests include the stage 
debut of Hadi Hosseini.  Register on the 
website.
https://farhang.org/concerts/
kayhan-kalhor-lost-in-the-desert-sky

MARCH 28
THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY MUSEUM 
OF ART - ANDELL FAMILY SUNDAYS 
ANYTIME: MERMAIDS, DRAGONS, AND 
OTHER MYTHICAL BEINGS
12: 30 - 9 p.m.

Join for the Los Angeles County Museum 
of Art (LACMA) - Andell Family Sundays 
Anytime.  Be creative, discover new art, 
and have fun - all from the comfort of 
home. The month of March is dedicated 
to mythical beasts and beings found in 
LACMA's permanent collection.  On March 
28 (and anytime after), visit LACMA's 
YouTube channel to watch teaching artist 
Sofi a Mas make art inspired by dragons, 
mermaids, and more.  The online event is 
free.
https://www.lacma.org/event/andell-
family-sundays-anytime-mermaids-
dragons-and-other-mythical-beings

MARCH 29 
WALLIS ANNENBERG CENTER FOR 
THE PERFORMING ARTS: THE STORY 
PIRATES’ “SLEEP SQUAD” FAMILY-
FRIENDLY, INTERACTIVE, VIRTUAL 
THEATER EXPERIENCE
 
Wallis Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts presents “Sleep Squad,” 
a family-friendly, interactive, virtual 
theater experience from The Story Pirates 
and Tony Award-winning producer Eva 
Price (“Jagged Little Pill,” “Peter and the 
Starcatcher”), available for purchase 
over a two-week period beginning March 
29 through April 11. “Sleep Squad” is a 
one-of-a-kind experience that leaps off  the 
screen for performance-like, immersive 
family fun right at home. Featuring brand-
new kid-driven comedy and music, this 
world-premiere production introduces a 
special new kind of bedtime ritual for kids 
ages 4-12. The imaginative on-demand 
show can be experienced after dinner, 
before bedtime, at naptime or anytime 
young “astronauts” feel like going on 
an adventure into their dreams. It can 
be experienced in one sitting, or each 
story can be enjoyed in three 15-minute 
segments. 
https://thewallis.org/Sleep

MARCH 30 – APRIL 2

THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM OF LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY - “WHEN WOMEN RISE 
UP: ADVENTURES IN NATURE CONNECTED: 
VIRTUAL SPRING DAY CAMP” 
10 - 11:30 A.M.

This spring, Adventures in Nature 
Connected invites children grades K-5 to 
celebrate the achievements of women in 
science in a four-day virtual camp. Enroll 
campers in interactive virtual sessions 
full of hands-on activities and scientifi c 
investigation. Participants will learn about 
the contributions of women scientists and 
explore nature, insects, paleontology, the 
ocean and more.
https: //nhmlcac.org/advetures-nature

MARCH 31
HAMMER MUSEUM: ART TALK ON 
CHRISTINA FORRER
12:30 p.m. 

The Hammer's curatorial department 
leads free, insightful, short discussions 
about artists in Made in L.A. 2020 online. 
This talk on Christina Forrer is led by 
Dennis Carr, The Huntington's Chief 
Curator of American Art. The link to join 
will also be posted on the website two 
hours before the program starts.  This 
program will be recorded, which will be 
available soon after.
https://hammer.ucla.edu/
programs-events/2021/
lunchtime-art-talk-christina-forrer
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On March 19 a Los Angeles Superior Court 
judge struck down the Beverly Hills urgency 
ordinance limiting assemblies in residential 
areas.  Criminal charges against 25 protest-
ers were dismissed, on grounds that the 
ordinance was unconstitutional. The city 
has not yet decided whether it will appeal 

the ruling. 
“In this case a unique circumstance has 

arisen, the experience of characteristically 
urban mass protest within a suburban area. 
Beverly Hills responded with a unique and 
apparently unprecedented solution: silenc-
ing larger groups in public in residential 

areas at night,” wrote Judge Mark Windham 
in a nine-page ruling. “Our State Constitution 
shares principles of free expression with the 
First Amendment—their application to this 
unique circumstance yields what could be 
characterized as ‘a right not to be silenced 
in a public forum,’ which invalidates the 
ordinance.”

“The city believes that the ordinance was 
constitutional as a temporary restriction on 
demonstrations in residential areas,” Beverly 
Hills spokesperson Keith Sterling told the 
Courier. Even in light of the ruling, Sterling 
held that a permanent, less restrictive ordi-
nance regulating nighttime demonstrations 
in residential areas passed in the fall “meets 
the constitutional requirements of the deci-
sion by Judge Windham.”  

Following a June 12 protest on a resi-
dential street by the activist group Black 
Future Project, known at the time as Occupy 
BLM, the city passed Urgency Ordinance 
No. 20-0-2813. The ordinance limited res-
idential assemblies to “no more than ten” 
people between 9 p.m. and 8 a.m. “in order 
to enable residents to sleep.” The measure 
exempted law enforcement, media, and 
“any assembly that is silent.” 

On June 26, Black Future Project returned 

to Beverly Hills to protest the ordinance. 
“We returned on the 26th because Beverly 
Hills tried to over-exercise their privilege,” 
Black Future Project founder James Butler 
told the Courier.

The group traveled north on Rexford 
from Santa Monica Boulevard after 9 p.m., 
equipped with megaphones and a van car-
rying large speakers. Beverly Hills Police 
Department (BHPD) offi  cers in riot gear 
intercepted the group and made 25 arrests 
by the end of the night. In the immediate 
aftermath of the arrests, the department 
drew condemnation from the National 
Lawyers Guild (NLG) for detaining protesters 
for as long as 24 hours. 

Beverly Hills was not alone in instituting 
restrictions on protests. In response to the 
historic unrest in the county, cities including 
Los Angeles, Santa Monica, and Pasadena 
enacted curfews and restrictions on assem-
blies. But pushback and legal actions 
soon mounted following mass arrests and 
then-District Attorney Jackie Lacey and Los 
Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer dropped 
all charges for curfew violations and other 
minor infractions. 
(Protest Ordinance continues on page 7)

Court Strikes Down Beverly Hills Ordinance 
BY SAMUEL BRASLOW

Protestors on June 26. Photo by Samuel Braslow
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The March 18 Next Beverly Hills (NBH) 
Committee meeting included spirited dis-
cussion on a number of topics aff ecting the 
city. The Committee—comprised of a talented 
group of civically minded young leaders—is 
focused on engaging residents between the 
ages of 25 and 45 through innovative initia-
tives that address their lifestyle, economic 
and civic needs. In an ongoing eff ort to 
keep the next generation informed, Mayor 
Lester Friedman and Councilmember Dr. 
Julian Gold provided Council updates. The 
meeting agenda also included NBH’s civic 
action items, such as integrating aff ordable 
housing in the city’s General Plan. 

Founded in May of 2015 by then Mayor 
Gold, NBH is open to residents and non-res-
idents of all ages. Currently, there are 45 
members and half a dozen others who are 
in the process of offi  cially joining. In order to 
become a voting member, one must attend 
50 percent or more of NBH meetings. The 
chair of NBH is 31-year-old Noelle Freeman, 
a former Miss California with a background 
in online marketing.

“The main goal I have is to create a 
formalized process for having a voice in 
upcoming policy,” Freeman told the Courier. 
This year, NBH formed a civic action sub-
committee and a business and economic 
development subcommittee; both play 
active roles in formulating and drafting 
policy statements. The fi rst subcommit-
tee statement released was in support of 
extending the city’s OpenBH program. The 
subcommittee will next present the letter 
to the City Council. According to Freeman, 
NBH has expressed interest in drafting future 
statements regarding public art and security 
in the city. 

“We have opportunities to fi nd what's 
new, and what's diff erent, and what's excit-
ing and what's unique,” Gold said at the 
March 18 meeting. “I look to you and your 
generations for the answer to what that is 
and what the next generation of business 
going forward should look like.” 

Among the city matters discussed at 
the meeting were the City Council’s recent 
vote of no confi dence in L.A. County District 
Attorney George Gascón and the 2020 
Annual Report on the General Plan and 
Housing Element Implementation.

“The city is in the process of working 
on the General Plan which is reviewed 
approximately every decade,” Vice Chair 
Tiff any Davis said. “And it's something that 
we should all be aware of and educate our-
selves on so we can weigh in on various 
areas when the time comes.”

“The general plan is something that we 
are by law required to do,” Gold said during 
the meeting. “But it's also an opportunity for 
us to take stock of where we are in our city 
and the kinds of things that we would like 
to see moving forward. It’s an opportunity 
for us to see the future. To envision what 
we think transportation is going to look like, 

what housing is going to look like and what 
our streets are going to look like.”

Gold touched on the work currently 
before the City Council regarding housing, 
transportation and mobility in Beverly Hills, 
and a call to action. 

“This is the part where you're very, very, 
very important,” Gold said. “Because, ulti-
mately, it's your future. In order that you 
create that which you want, it's important 
that you get engaged as to the decisions 
and the discussions around this that are 
progressing.”

Following Gold’s remarks, Friedman 
explained the Council’s recent vote of no 
confi dence in D.A. Gascón. Friedman noted 
that the countless hours he spent inside 
the city’s Emergency Operations Center 
informed his vote. 

“When the District Attorney is refusing to 
prosecute people who the police are arrest-
ing, it just takes away the entire morale of 
the police department to do their job, and 
that's something that I just can't sit by and 
let happen. Yes, our Council is talking about 
creating our own independent prosecutors’ 
arm or enhancing the prosecution arm that 
we have right now.” However, Friedman 
underscored the costliness of such an under-
taking and the need to evaluate if the project 
is the most eff ective use of taxpayers’ dollars. 

“I encourage you to pay attention,” Gold 
said. “If you feel strongly individually about 
it, get involved and as a group come to a 
consensus around those issues which are 
important to you as a group. And then be 
able to refl ect that consensus in the appro-
priate forum, either in front of the Planning 
Commission or the City Council.”

For millennials and Gen Z, living in 
Beverly Hills can be prohibitively costly. 
Many who grew up in the city fi nd living 
there again as adults inaccessible.  

“I do think that there is an issue with 
aff ordability and perception,” Freeman told 
the Courier. “If you're looking to live here, 
there are a lot things that can be done to 
lower the costs of housing. One particular 
issue we were looking at was reducing the 
minimum size of a one bedroom or a studio. 
I think that our generation doesn't necessar-
ily need or want these big spaces, and that 
will help with aff ordability. In terms of the 
renting market, there’s a perception that 
it's not aff ordable.”

“What we're really working to fi gure out 
is what young professionals want in their 
city,” Freeman told the Courier. “Whether 
it's setting up shop with your business or 
being in close proximity to where you work, 
these are all things to look at. The committee 
will certainly do research on it and come 
up with recommendations to make Beverly 
Hills a viable and attractive place for these 
young families.”

The next Next Beverly Hills Committee 
meeting is scheduled for April 15. 

The Rotary Club of Beverly Hills held a round-
table discussion on the future of the luxury 
hotel industry in Beverly Hills on March 
24. The subject has risen in urgency since 
the devastation wreaked on the hospitality 
industry by the COVID-19 pandemic, tens of 
billions in lost revenue and a proportionate 
amount in lost taxes for local governments 
like Beverly Hills.

The discussion consisted of a panel of 
hospitality experts.

According to Luxury Hotel Advisors 
Co-Founder Carlos Lopes, industry analysts 
are predicting a return to peak pre-COVID-19 
occupancy by 2023. Beverly Hills, however, 
has a slightly rosier forecast owing to its 
reputation and high-end off erings, Lopes 
said, estimating recovery by mid-2022.

“You can't compare Beverly Hills with 
Atlanta or Dallas, or most other major cities. 
I think we've got to look at Beverly Hills as 
perhaps the Monaco of California,” he said. 
“This is one of the most exciting destinations 
in California.”

Across the board, the panelists acknowl-
edged the need to transform certain 

practices within the industry in order to 
reassure guests of their safety. As the world 
has changed over the course of the pan-
demic, so, too, must hotels and lodgings. 

“As a consumer, my world has changed 
completely. How do you bring that into a 
hotel?” asked Shane O’Flaherty, Microsoft’s 
Global Director of Travel, Transportation & 
Hospitality. 

O’Flaherty pointed to research that char-
acterized hospitality as one of the “least 
automated industries on the planet,” saying 
that this moment off ers the industry an 
opportunity to grow.

He posed the following quesstion:
“How do you bring digital into [the 

luxury hotel experience] to create kind of a 
seamless journey for the consumer and how 
do we use digital to create that emotional 
connection with the consumer?” 

Next Beverly Hills Committee 
Considers City Policies

Rotary Panel Looks at Future of 
Luxury Hotels

BY BIANCA HEYWARD BY SAMUEL BRASLOW
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Community

Beverly Hills Councilmember Lili Bosse is 
joining an elite global group of women leaders 
participating in the Vital Voices (VV) Engage 
20-21 Fellowship. The prestigious program 
by the Washington, D.C.-based Vital Voices 
Global Partnership selects “outstanding 
women political leaders who are making 
and infl uencing policy across the globe” 
to take part.   

Bosse certainly meets that criterion. 
She is joined in the Fellowship by 36 

exceptional women from 30 countries. 
They count among their ranks members 
of Parliament, government ministers, state 
legislators and heads of key nonprofi ts. 

“This year’s VVEngage cohort represents 
an incredibly diverse and accomplished 
group of women,” said Manira Alva, Vice 
President of Political and Civic Engagement 
at Vital Voices. “It has never been more 
important to have women in political lead-
ership leading intuitively and innovatively. 
We are very excited to work with these 37 
women as they continue their political lead-
ership journey...and create lasting change 
in their organizations, communities, and 
the world.” 

Bosse told the Courier that she was 
“blown away” to see the list of the female 
changemakers in the Fellowship with her. 

“I view Beverly Hills as such a diverse 
community, in terms of people who live 
here and visit here. What excited me is to 
be surrounded with people from diff erent 
cultures and countries and hear what they’re 
doing and how they’ve survived this past 
year. I can hopefully bring back some new 
ideas,” she said. 

Bosse will take part in a nine-month 

curriculum that includes workshops focused 
on Leadership, Strategic Communications, 
Political Strategy and Governance. The 
course work has been developed in con-
junction with government leaders around 
the globe, as well as professors from the 
Harvard Kennedy School. 

The classes are virtual this year due to 
the pandemic, but that hasn’t dampened 
Bosse’s enthusiasm. 

“We are all in so many diff erent time 
zones. We’ve met early in the morning to 
accommodate the participants in Africa and 
other parts of the globe,” said Bosse. 

The VVEngage Fellows will network with 
political leaders from around the world with 
whom they can share ideas and best prac-
tices. They will also hear from past female 
heads of state, thanks to a partnership 
between Vital Voices and the Council of 
Women World Leaders. The fi rst session 
scheduled with a head of state will feature 
Mary Robinson, the former (and fi rst female) 
President of Ireland.

Founded in 1997,  the Vital Voices Global 
Partnership is one of the most distinguished 
organizations of its kind. The current Board 
of Directors includes Inaugural Youth 

Poet Laureate Amada Gorman, as well as 
luminaries such as Hillary Clinton Chief of 
Staff ,Huma Abedin, media executive Tina 
Brown, actress/activist Sally Field and 
designer Diane Von Furstenberg. 

The overarching mission of the organiza-
tion is to invest in women leaders who are 
solving the world’s greatest challenges, such 
as gender-based violence, climate change 
and economic inequities. While Beverly 
Hills may not face the existential challenges 
that leaders in Africa or South America are 
dealing with, Bosse said common themes 
still abound.

“We’ve had some breakout sessions and 
that was a really exciting way to meet the 
other fellows. The fi rst ice breaker was to 
fi nd a commonality. It was an opportunity 
for all of us to share challenges, our suc-
cesses and our setbacks, in order to inspire 
one another,” said Bosse.

She added, “Even though we are from 
diff erent parts of the world, what I fi nd is 
that we share the same goals and sense of 
purpose. We all have a shared vision of want-
ing to make our community better. Human 
nature is all very similar, especially at a time 
when we’ve all faced a pandemic.” 

Councilmember Bosse Taking Part in Vital Voices Fellowship
BY ANA FIGUEROA

Lili Bosse
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NEWS

(Protest Ordinance continued from page 
4)

Beverly Hills stayed the course in pur-
suing criminal charges. 

“Beverly Hills took this extraordinarily 
aggressive approach and did so on much 
thinner ice,” civil rights attorney Jeff rey 
Douglass, who argued against the ordinance, 
told the Courier. 

Given the city’s relatively small size, 
Beverly Hills outsources its prosecutorial 
needs to the fi rm of Dapeer, Rosenblit & 
Litvak, which filed the charges against 
the protesters on Aug. 14. City Attorney 
Laurence Wiener distanced the city from 
the decision to prosecute at the Sept. 1 City 
Council Regular Meeting. 

“The prosecutor has an ethical duty 
to determine before he fi les any charges 
whether there is probable cause to support 
those charges,” Weiner said at the time. 
“They don’t make a judgment either way 
regarding whether or not this is a good 
prosecution or a bad prosecution from a 
political standpoint, and in fact, he doesn’t 
take direction from the City Council or the 
Mayor or even me regarding whether he 
should do that or not.”

As soon as the charges were fi led, a team 
of volunteer attorneys representing the 25 
defendants moved to dismiss them. The 
team, led by Douglas and co-counsel Bess 
Stiff elman, challenged the constitutionality 
of the ordinance, noting logical inconsist-
encies such as the 10-person limit. 

“Ten people can make hellacious noise 

and under this ordinance, it's fine. But 
eleven people making a little bit of noise—
they're criminals,” Douglas said. 

Judge Windham sided with the defense, 
writing, “To be clear, a person within a group 
of eleven who says…’Hello,’ or ‘boo’ is sub-
ject to arrest! Everyone else in the group 
would be subject to arrest!” 

At the time of the protests, many resi-
dents did express frustration and even fear. 
The police report of the June 26 protest notes 
that “a large percentage of [the City’s] pop-
ulation is comprised of Iranians and Jews of 
Christian and Jewish faiths,” many of whom 
have lost loved ones to “untold atrocities.” 
To those residents, the report says that the 
protest “is not merely an intrusion of their 
peace, rather, it is a terrifying reminder of 
their past.”

Douglas acknowledged the burden 
placed on locals by residential protests but 
argued that the limits on them by Beverly 
Hills curbed the very freedoms sought by 
those who took refuge in the United States.  

“If I, in my community, have people 
drive by my home sounding horns at din-
nertime to communicate something, it's 
irritating, and it doesn't matter whether 
it's celebrating a high school graduation…
[or] whether it's a political statement that I 
passionately disagree with or passionately 
agree with. I would just as soon nobody honk 
their horn,” Douglas said. “But the value of 
having that right and the ability to exercise 
it is infi nitely precious; the alternative is 
extraordinarily dreadful.” 

(New Protocols continued from page 1)
Additionally, the Board heard from two 
teachers who called in to express outrage 
following the Board’s approval of a reduction 
in force (RIF) initiative. The move resulted in 
10 elementary school teachers receiving pink 
slip layoff  notices last week after returning 
to in-person learning earlier this month. 
 Alana Castanon, a sixth-grade teacher 
at Beverly Vista Middle School and certi-
fi ed President of the Beverly Hills Education 
Association (BHEA) said: “Beyond the emo-
tional disruption to the teacher's lives, both 
personal and professional. These are the 
same teachers who have spent their year 
transforming and reinventing their teach-
ing practice, helping to propel our District 
to great esteem with regard to our online 
education program.”

While the issue was not addressed 
again during the meeting, Board President, 
Rachelle Marcus, provided the Courier with 
this comment: 

“Every year, the District asks students 
to sign an intent to return, and the admin-
istration looks at the staffi  ng needs for the 
coming year based on that information,” 
Marcus told the Courier. “By law, teachers 
needed to be notifi ed by March 15th if there 
is a possibility that their services will not be 
needed. This is a precautionary measure. No 
one wants to see this happen, but hopefully 
these notices will be rescinded and many of 
the teachers will once again be rehired. We 
are acting fi nancially responsible, and the 
surplus has nothing to do with this decision.”

During the Superintendent’s report 

portion of the meeting, Dr. Michael Bregy 
shared that updated health protocols 
include maintaining three feet of physical 
distance between student desks, and six 
feet of distance between staff  and student 
desks. Despite the opportunity to place more 
kids in the classroom now, Bregy said no 
changes are being made yet regarding class 
sizes. For students in grades 6-12, a stable 
group membership is not required, and it 
is recommended that interaction be limited 
to no more than 100 to 120 members, max-
imum.   

With roughly 50 days of school left, 
about 40 percent of students have opted 
to remain in virtual learning and about 60 
percent returning to in-person instruction. 
According to Bregy, as of March 23, the 
District received 1,312 registration responses. 
Of those, 246 students chose to remain in 
the Independent Learning Center (ILC), 653 
chose to return to in-person and 413 students 
remaining in a virtual setting. The numbers 
are refl ective of concerns voiced by many 
BHHS students in previous board meetings 
who would rather remain virtual than dis-
rupt their schooling again. Within the Los 
Angeles Unifi ed School District (LAUSD), 
survey results showed less than a third of 
students are likely to return to in-person 
learning this year. 

 “The decision is pretty simple,” Bregy 
said for BHUSD parents. “Keep what we have 
virtually for the next 50 days or so of school 
or come back to an in-person environment 
that's a safe environment that fi ts within the 
county, state and CDC guidelines.”
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If homes have become workplaces, can the 
opposite be true? Branden and Rayni Williams 
are staking a new venture on it. The dynamic 
husband and wife duo behind the Williams 
& Williams Estates Group juggernaut have 
launched their own business, The Beverly 
Hills Estates. The hybrid concierge real 
estate fi rm and private club will be —if not 
quite home — a cool, welcoming place for 
like-minded professionals to make deals or 
simply hang out. 

The new venture was born of lessons 
learned during the COVID-19 lockdown, 
not to mention the Williamses’ own stellar 
track record. 

In the past 15 years (fi rst with Nourmand 
& Associates and then with Hilton & Hyland), 
the couple has broken sales records, amassed 
a celebrity clientele, gained coast-to-coast 
recognition and become household fi rst 
names in luxury real estate sales. Now, with 
The Beverly Hills Estates, they’re exploring 
new territory. The Courier recently met the 
couple in their new offi  ces ahead of an offi  -
cial ribbon cutting set for March 29. 

The Beverly Hills Estates is not actu-
ally in Beverly Hills, but next door, on the 
westernmost edge of the Sunset Strip. Mere 
city boundaries are no impediment to the 
Williamses’ vision, though. Their tag line 
is “Estate of Mind.” And Beverly Hills-ness 
permeates the business, both in ethos and 
physical design. The Beverly Hills Hotel and 
Bungalows, in fact, is a direct inspiration. 

Branden related a seminal event that 
took place at the Pink Palace 15 years ago. 
“Rayni and I had just met. We were just start-
ing out. We were at the hotel and we saw a 
man there looking at listings. We had no idea 
who he was. He told us he was from France, 
and very disappointed that his off er on a 
home here had just been rejected,” he said. 

The two, somewhat boldly, convinced 
the gentleman to let them show him another 
home. “He bought it on the spot,” said 
Branden of the $5.5 million dollar home. 
“It turns out he was Johnny Hallyday, the 
Elvis of France.”

That initial stroke of luck as rookie agents 
led to years of successful client meetings 

at the hotel. The new offi  ce space, said 
Branden, “represents a combination of our 
own style meets the Polo Lounge meets the 
Beverly Hills Hotel pool area. That’s how we 
came up with this, and we’re super excited 
about it. We always wondered why there 
was no Beverly Hills Estates. So that was 
the inspiration.” 

The inspiration even extends to the logo 
for The Beverly Hills Estates, which features 
a cheery script reminiscent of the Beverly 
Hills Hotel’s emerald-green signage. The 
exterior of the new offi  ces at 8878 Sunset 
Blvd. in West Hollywood is painted a similar 
shade. Inside the two-story, 7,000 square-
foot-expanse, a suite of offi  ces on the ground 
level resembles pool cabanas, with pink 
fl amingos dotting the wallpaper. There’s a 
white player piano, a taxidermy peacock and 
other homages to the storied hotel. 

Branden gestures outside, to the front 
of the building.

“We also love Sunset Boulevard because 
we have 500,000 cars driving by. This used 
to be the Aahs store, which was always 
memorable. Whisky a-Go-Go is right over 
there. This building was photographed by 
Ed Ruscha (the renowned pop artist whose 
iconic book of photos captured a 2.5-mile 
long stretch of the Strip). It’s the 50-yard 
line for us. Beverly Hills, West Hollywood, 
the Sunset Strip, the Bird Streets,” he said.

In addition to the individual “cabana” 
offi  ces, the ground fl oor of The Beverly Hills 
Estates offi  ces includes an oversized, serpen-
tine-shaped divan upholstered in crushed 
green velvet. Against one wall, separated 
by a customized gold room divider, sits an 
imposing stone bar, which will off er coff ees, 
fresh juices and croissants to club members. 
The club/work area also includes several 
pink-upholstered booths curved around 
stone tabletops. 

Beverly Hills Estates of Mind
BY ANA FIGUEROA

Rayni and Branden Williams of Williams & Williams at The Beverly Hills Estates offi  ces. 
All photos by Ryan West.

The welcome desk and a cabana at the 7,000-square-foot Beverly Hills Estates on the 
Sunset Strip.

A desk inside one of the cabanas/co-working spaces
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“I wanted a really creative space. I 
wanted music in the background. [It was 
David Bowie during our visit.] Agents can 
come here and feel at home, grab something 
from the barista, use one of the cabanas, use 
the conference room. Deals happen when 
you share information. That’s truly what 
this space is. We want to have more fun. 
We want an interactive vibe,” said Branden.

The Williamses have carefully curated 
every aspect of the design and materials 
used in the offi  ce. Surfaces incorporate 
purple onyx, jadeite, as well as citrine, 
which symbolizes real estate abundance 
and wealth. Also prominent are oversized 
crystal geodes in the rooms, which Rayni 
selected for their healing properties. 

If the ground fl oor of The Beverly Hills 
Estates is reminiscent of the iconic hotel, 
the downstairs space features what Branden 
describes as a “Sunset rock-n-roll vibe.” 
The offi  ces house IT and marketing staff . 
Branden is especially proud of the 25-person 
conference room with wallpaper featuring 
the Miami-palm-trees-at-sunset look from 
the offi  ce in “Scarface.” On the wall, a neon 
sign conveys the movie’s slogan, “The world 
is yours.”

Of course, the world was already theirs. 
The Williamses have been superstars at 

Hilton & Hyland for the past decade. In 2019, 
they closed more than $726 million in sales. 
So entrenched are they in the upper echelon 
of the luxury real estate market that many 
insiders wondered why they would take on 
the challenges of their own business. (In 
addition to the Williamses, the company 
has 15 other sales agents, with broker Greg 
La Plant as head of operations.) 

“It was just time for us to leave the nest 
and spread our wings and fl y and create 
our own vibes. They understood,” said 
Branden, of Hilton & Hyland. “We gave them 
ten incredible years, and I think we really 
enhanced the company. We are extremely 
appreciative for everything that we learned 
from our mentors,” he added. 

Rayni elaborated on that sentiment. 
“Branden and I have entrepreneurial 

thinking. For many years, we stayed with 
our previous fi rm because of relationships. 
We had deep love and appreciation for them. 
But, in the back of our minds, we always 
knew that we had to have our own company. 
That’s just who we are,” she said. 

She added that the pandemic was a 
turning point. 

“When the lockdown fi rst happened a 

year ago, I sat at my dining room table and 
looked at Branden. I said, ‘We’ve never sat 
still our whole lives.’ We’ve never not wanted 
to work. We love it. We were deciding at that 
pivotal moment, ‘Do we go with the standard 
brokerage house, which is a big commercial 
space, where everyone has a glass cubicle? 
Do we plop our model into it? Or do we take 
away the lessons that we know we are about 
to live and learn? And though we didn’t think 
that we would be on lockdown for a year, 
we did know that the world was changing. 
We knew the world would go back, but it 
will never go back the same. We’re doing 
things this way because our heart was telling 
us that the world needed change,” she said. 

The clubhouse environment relates to 
the way people are working now, noted 
Rayni. 

“We’re fi nding that people are thriving 
more by working from home sometimes. 
They may be only going to the offi  ce a couple 
times a week in order to lessen the footprint 
on the environment and lessen the stress of 
having to sit in a commercial space cubicle. 
During COVID, we realized more than ever 
that people and interaction are the number 
one things that makes us thrive.”

The couple believe that the private club 
concept (membership is $2,400 per year) 

fi lls a need in the industry.
“COVID taught us to take it back to the 

basics. In 15 years in this business, we’ve 
learned that it is a ‘people person’ business. 
But real estate can be very cutthroat and 
unfriendly. There is no room for a warm, 
meet-and-greet kind of environment. It does 
not exist. We wanted to bring together a 
concierge-type feeling. Williams & Williams 
Estates has been established for 15 years 
and has everything from upholsterers to 
builders, architects and designers in its 
Rolodex. Anything our clients need we pro-
vide for them. We wanted to invite those 
lifestyle-type people to have this private 
membership club and interact and mingle 
with the brokerage community," said Rayni. 

Artists and writers have had their salons 
through the ages. This salon for the real 
estate profession will similarly inspire cre-
ativity, as the Williamses envision it.  

“When you come in through this door, 
you’re bringing your trade. And when you 
leave, you also take away something. You 
may have met somebody who happens to be 
visiting from Monaco. That’s really what’s it’s 
about. It’s about human interaction, which 
COVID taught us that we all need to have,” 

said Rayni.
The couple's goal is to have fi ve satellite 

offi  ces: Los Feliz, the Westside, Malibu, the 
Valley. “We’re at an age where we’re ready 
to have our own business. But we’re also 
ready to bring in all that we’ve dreamed of 
and wished of a workplace. We’re ready to 
have a good time,” said Branden. 

“We’re not recruiting. We’re letting it 
grow organically. There is nobody doing 
this,” added Rayni. "We’re building some-
thing, and if you’re aligned with it and it 
speaks to you, then come talk to us. If you 
don’t get it, we can’t explain it to you.” 

One thing Rani can explain is her belief 
that the future is bright, both for the industry 
and for themselves. 

“It’s always hard to make market 

predictions, however if you look back 10 
years and you look back 20 years, you get a 
good idea of the cyclical market that is real 
estate," she said. 

"There are a few things that we know, 
namely, that the home has become the most 
important asset we can have. Secondly, that 
we are inevitably facing infl ation. Therefore, 
tangible assets are the best investments we 
can have. The wonderful thing about real 
estate that makes it diff erent from any other 
tangible asset is that you can live in it. It can 
always become income property, if you need 
it to be, by simply renting it. And of course, 
one thing we all need is a place to live."

Rayni added, "I predict 2021 will be our 
biggest year yet." 

Signage inside Branden Williams' offi  ce 

A player piano inside The Beverly Hills Estates

“COVID taught us to take it back to the basics. In 15 years in this 
business, we’ve learned that it is a ‘people person’ business. ”
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(Federal Investigation continued from 
page 1)

“We have not commented on the nature 
of the investigation because the search war-
rant, the affidavit supporting the search 
warrant has been sealed by a judge. And in 
that circumstance we are prohibited from 
commenting. We are seeking evidence in 
an ongoing criminal investigation, but we're 
not able to comment on the specifi cs,” said 
Eimiller. 

Phone calls to multiple businesses in the 
Plaza yielded just as many clues. “I come 
to work, I mind my own business,” said a 
Supercuts stylist who identifi ed herself as 
Carla. “I see a lot of people come in and out. 
Seems like they’re doing good.”

Eimiller acknowledged that the presence 
of an alphabet soup of federal law enforcement 
agencies might make it diffi  cult for people to 
access Beverly Palm Plaza. “I want to tell the 
community that the other businesses in the 
mall are open for business and we know that 
we're a nuisance and we appreciate the coop-
eration and the patience of the community,” 
she said. As for patrons of U.S. Private Vaults, 
“anyone who is a customer at the business, 
if they would like to make a claim for their 
valuables, we are asking them to fi le a claim 
form, which we have online at fb i.gov.” 

Normally, the FBI takes a day to execute 
a search warrant. But Eimiller said this is a 
“protracted warrant” that will take fi ve days 
and dozens of agents working night and day 
shifts. “It's a painstaking process, which is 
why we're taking our time,” she said. “We're 
not going to talk about what specifi cally we're 

looking for, but we're dealing with a lot of 
valuables.”

On its website, U.S. Private Vaults touts safe 
deposit boxes “like those found at banks,” but 
with the promise of two diff erences: enhanced 
security and “complete privacy.” The busi-
ness claims to keep no personal data except 
for encrypted biometric information used 
to access the safe deposit boxes. Even the 
paucity of Yelp review seems to refl ect the 
central desire of their clientele, according to 
its fi rst review on the site. 

“Everything is also 100 percent confi den-
tial,” wrote Yelp user Ben B. in 2015, “so that's 
probably why no one wants to leave a Yelp 
review. But I will, because I no longer store 
things there.”

U.S. Private Vaults states in its Frequently 
Asked Questions in no uncertain terms what 
cannot be stored in its facility: no “illegal 
drugs, weapons, ammunition, hazardous 
materials, illegal contraband and illegally 
obtained property or the products therefrom.” 
The company claims to conduct checks with 
dogs trained to detect drugs and hazardous 
materials.

As for security, breaking in would take 
a high-wire act à la Mission Impossible or a 
planning feat à la Oceans 11. Or, of course, a 
federal search warrant. But barring judicially 
sanctioned access, one would have to get past 
a security system as redundant as a one-note 
saxophone solo. Entering during normal 
business hours requires no names; rather, 
U.S. Private Vaults employs a dual biometric 
security system. Normally, customers submit 
to an iris scan for access, but the store also 

uses hand geometry recognition as a “backup 
in case of severe damage or loss of eyes.” 

As opposed to a fi ngerprint scan, a hand 
geometry reader measures the unique shape 
of one’s hand. Again, the company promises 
that hand shape information “is encrypted in 
a way that it may only be used to verify access 
to your box, not identify you.” 

Then there’s the vault itself, a structural 
steel, reinforced concrete sepulcher of secrets 
and valuables built by American Vault Corp. 
to withstand fi re, earthquakes, “as well as 
assaults that could occur in the event of civil 

unrest.” The vault is monitored 24 hours a 
day by private security ready to call BHPD in 
the event of a threat. And lest an enterprising 
cat burglar breach the vault walls, the inside 
is equipped with motion detectors and heat 
sensors. 

And as if to suggest one last line of defense, 
one both paper thin and ironclad, Ben B. 
writes in his Yelp review, “P.S. They have the 
4th Amendment displayed, which I thought 
was cool.” Even the Fourth Amendment, 
though, has one major backdoor: probable 
cause.  

Whether or not you celebrate the Passover or 
Easter Holidays, this weekend will be diff erent 
from all other weekends with the suspension 
of several parking violations. The exceptions 
cover violations relating to time limits, street 
sweeping, permit parking, and overnight park-
ing. The exemptions began at 6 p.m. on March 
25 and will last until 6 p.m. on March 29. The 
following week, enforcement will cease from 
4 p.m. Friday, April 2 to 8 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 4. For those who are vaccinated, this will 
allow overnight guests from one household to 
join for the spring celebrations. 

Los Angeles has the fourth largest Jewish 
population in the world, with a high con-
centration settled in Beverly Hills. Passover, 
also known as Pesach, is an eight-day holiday 
marking the emancipation of the Israelites 

from Egyptian bondage. At the heart of the 
festivities is the Seder, a feast held on the fi rst 
and sometimes second night of Passover that 
brings together multiple generations of family 
and friends in normal times, though people 
are cautioned to observe COVID-19 safety 
protocols. 

On Easter Sunday, Camden Drive will be 
closed from N. Santa Monica Boulevard to Park 
Way from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. for the culmination 
of All Saints’ Episcolpal Church Holy Week 
observances. All Saints’ will hold its fi rst in-per-
son worship service in over a year, complete 
with a choir and brass band. 

Take heed, though. Parking restrictions will 
remain in the following: anti-gridlock zones, 
red zones, white zones, disabled zones, drive-
ways, alleyways, and yellow loading zones. 

Relaxed Parking for Passover and Easter 

BY SAMUEL BRASLOW
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( Gascón continued from page 1)
BHC: The Beverly Hills City Council has 
adopted a resolution of no confi dence 
in you. Can you give us your thoughts 
about that? 
Gascón: I think it's really unfortunate 
when you consider that under the prior 
administration of the District Attorney's 
offi  ce, we had a 25 percent increase in 
violent crime in the county and the City 
Council never thought about taking a vote 
of no confi dence on the administration 
that presided over such a large increase. 
To somehow try to connect some of the 
reform policies that I've just implement-
ed with any increase in crime in Beverly 
Hills, or anywhere else for that matter, 
fl ies in the face of rational thought. You 
have to consider what else is driving this 
and I can't help but think that this is real-
ly driven by the tough on crime and phi-
losophy from the '80s and '90s that is still 
something that people in our community 
believe in, and obviously at least three 
members of the Council believe in. But it's 
completely divorced from any connection 
to true safety in the community.

BHC: Can you comment on the policies 
targeted by the no-confi dence vote, such 
as the elimination of cash bail?

Gascón: Here's where science and 
data actually speak to the eff ectiveness or 
the ineff ectiveness in our criminal justice 
system. We know that predicating release 
on how much money you have in your bank 
account has no connection with dangerous-
ness. The concept that somehow money bail 
protects the community is a false concept, 
but it does a lot for inequality and creates 
a loss of credibility in the system. 

BHC: You also issued a Special Directive to 
end the use of most sentencing enhance-
ments, which the Council also cited.  

Gascón: When it comes to sentencing 
enhancements, it's a very similar process. 
There's a lot of data that shows that multi-
plying how long someone is going to stay in 
prison doesn't do anything for public safety, 
but in fact we know that lengthier periods 
of incarceration have a tendency to create 
more insecurity. About 95 percent of the 
people that we send to prison or jail are 
going to come out, and generally they come 
out in a worse place. So, enhancements, all 
they do is create more recidivism, which 
means less safety. Again, this is data driven. 

BHC: The Council also took issue with 
your Special Directive on not prosecuting 
certain misdemeanors.

Gascón: We know that people that have 
mental health problems and people that 
have substance abuse problems are often 
incarcerated and their conditions are not 
being attended to. Providing opportunities 
for people that have engaged in low level 
offenses, people that may have mental 
health problems, people that may have 
substance dependence problems, giving a 
hand up to those people, to the interventions 
that are actually going to be more likely to 
work and create more safety for our com-
munity, is the right thing to do. If the other 
stuff  worked so well, why did we have a 25 
percent increase in violent crime? 

BHC: Can you respond to something that 

our mayor said during the hearing.  Namely, 
“We cannot allow it to be such that a person 
can go into a store and shop lift $949 worth 
and get a citation and have no repercus-
sions because of that, and then they can 
come back again and do the same thing.” 

Gascón: Either this mayor doesn't know 
the law and he's been misinformed, or he 
knows and he's being disingenuous. First of 
all, it's hard to fathom the individual that will 
go in and count pennies and dollars to make 
sure that they reach the threshold between 
a felony and a misdemeanor, which is what 
he is talking about. None of my directives 
are related to what the mayor is referring to 
[theft]—that's Proposition 47, a 2014 measure 
that I co-authored to increase the felony 
theft threshold to keep pace with infl ation. 
Since Proposition 47 passed, property 
crime is down, racial disparity is down, and 
recidivism is down. So, if property crime in 
Beverly Hills is up, that would suggest that 
diff erent strategies at the local level may be 
necessary in order to address the concerns 
around theft. 

But let's continue in this imaginary 
world. Let's say that in this imaginary world, 
you have the thief that walks in with his 
calculator, starts taking things and adding 
them up. And he says okay, now I’m at $949, 
I'm going to walk out. If they get caught, they 
can be prosecuted for a misdemeanor, they 
can actually go to jail for up to six months. 
So, I have to say that the mayor is either 
terribly uninformed and I would worry if I 
were a voter in Beverly Hills, or he's lying, 
and I would worry about that as well.

Also, particularly in a pandemic, you're 
not seeing a lot of those types of cases result 
in custody time, because there's concerns 
of a pandemic behind bars. 

BHC: Some on the City Council opined 
that you have exceeded your authority as 
D.A. by, among other things, declining to 
use sentencing enhancements.

Gascón: Prosecutors make decisions 
not to prosecute or to prosecute every day. 
Prosecutors in the state, including my prede-
cessor, often did not pursue three strikes in 
cases in the interest of justice. The job of the 
prosecutor is precisely the job of using the 
huge level of discretion that they're given. 
And that's why we have mass incarceration, 
because prosecutors have overused that, 
not the contrary, actually. Prosecutors in 
this country everyday make decisions to go 
forward or not to go forward, what level to 
prosecute, what things to agree to. This is 
part and parcel of work that we do every day. 

BHC: There has been a lot of talk about 
crime going up in Beverly Hills and 
elsewhere. 

Gascón: There are some crimes that are 
up, not only in California, but in other parts 
of the country, and some crimes that are 
down. … Crime doesn't occur in a vacuum; it 
occurs in the context of whatever is happen-
ing around the ecosystem and the pandemic 
certainly had some impact. There will be 
criminologists looking at this for years trying 
to fi gure out what went down and why and 
what went up and why. If you look very 
generally, there are some things that are 
up nationwide, including California, and 
there are some things that are down. But 
nationwide, crime generally is at a historic 
low, and it continues to be at a historic low.

BHC: Can you describe the conversation 
you had with Beverly Hills Interim Police 
Chief Rivetti? Members of the council have 
characterized them as "unproductive."

Gascón: I fi nd it very interesting that the 
chief of police would characterize the call 
as not productive because there were many 
people in the room, including members of 
my staff , that thought it was very productive. 
Here are a few things that were raised during 
the conversation. The chief complained that 
property crime was up and that they were 
being singled out by people from other parts 
of the community, not necessarily people 
from Beverly Hills. You can read whatever 
you want to read into that. He complained 
that violent crime was up and, again, that it 
was coming from other parts of the county. 
He claimed that they have very good data 
and very good investigative tools to identify 
pattern crimes. I said, ‘Why don't we work 
together? Let's identify the pattern crimes 
on violence, so that we can pay particular 
attention [to those cases].’ And I asked him, 
‘Could you put the data together?’ He said 
that they would. We haven't heard back. 
Concerning property crime, I mentioned 
to him how the county and the offi  ce of 
Alternatives to Incarceration are helping 
us to identify resources. I said that we have 
some resources in the county, and again, 
if you can identify patterns, we can work 
together, and they agreed to do so. Not only 
did they never [do that], but then within two 
or three days I get bombarded with over 
100 emails from Beverly Hills, clearly cut 

and paste emails, saying the same things. 
Some of them were people giving their true 
email addresses, some of them, frankly, 
were people with spoof email addresses. 
We responded to all of them. But the charac-
terization from the Chief is a little—certainly 
I believe it to be disingenuous and we're still 
waiting for him and his staff  to provide us 
with those patterns, involving people that 
committed crimes of violence. 

BHC: How are you viewing the recall eff ort 
and the general backlash to your policies?

Gascón: We are at a period of time in 
our history where our communities are 
extremely divided. There's a lot of class 
warfare that is going on. And some people 
are really attached to the way that we incar-
cerated people in the past. This election was 
very heavily contested, but I won by a large 
margin. This was not a squeaker. Over two 
million people voted for me. More than a 
quarter of million people voted for me over 
my predecessor, and immediately after I 
got elected, there were people that were 
unhappy and trying to question the election 
and the results. There was a movement to 
recall me within a week after I got elected. 
I take it very seriously, but it's unfortunate. 
It's an indicator of the disconnect that some 
people in our community have with reality 
and with a system that hasn't worked very 
well for most of our community and has 
created greater insecurity, that has created 
more crime, that has caused the destruction 
of many communities, but some people still 
feel very attached to that system.
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Birthdays

EWAN MCGREGOR
March 31

CELINE DION
March 30

ISAAC SAMEK 
March 30

MARIA BELKNAP
March 28

Beckham is a six-year-old 
Cocker Spaniel who weighs 
22 pounds and is looking for a 
new home. If you can help this 
sweet fellow, please call Shelter 
of Hope at 805-379-3538. 
www.shelterhopepetshop.org

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Diff erent 
people inspire you to connect to diff er-
ent parts of your nature. Who has you 
seeking your better angels? Those are 
the folks to fi ll your mind, heart and 
time with now.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Don't 
worry. You didn't meet the right person 
at the wrong time because that's not 
even a thing. There's only meeting 
people when you do and making it 
mean something to you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Around 
people who don't yet know you, your 
options are wide open. You can be 
anyone you want or dare to be. And 
though it's more work, the same prin-
ciple actually applies to people who 
know you well. 

CANCER ( June 22-July 22). While 
it's natural to fi nd confl ict off -putting, 
avoiding it altogether would be harm-
ful. Resign yourself to the idea that 
diffi  cult discussions are often neces-
sary to reach a satisfying compromise.

LEO ( July 23-Aug. 22). You're 
drawn to people with a pleasant resting 
face and an all-around excellent default 
personality. Usually, you only see those 

things when the chips are down and 
so are defenses, but you have a sixth 
sense about it now.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). To be in a 
mix where people want what you have 
is to know the power of leverage. You 
have had it before and will get it again, 
once you see and present one of your 
many gifts in a new light.  

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You lavish 
demonstrations of respect, attention 
and love on those in your circle but 
sometimes forget that you are part of 
that circle, too, and arguably the most 
important part. You put the "you" in 

"your circle."
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). It's true 

that there are many with less than you 
have, but it's not a cause for you to feel 
guilty. Instead, move your stewardship 
to a higher level of doing the most good.  

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Even though digital clutter doesn't 
really take up much of your living 
space, it can rent a disproportionate 
amount of space in your psyche and to 
deleterious eff ect. Good email organi-
zation will revitalize. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Leave draining environments. You 
know who infl uences you in an exciting 
direction and should settle for no less. 
You can never have enough positive 
infl uences, so keep up the quest.

AQUARIUS ( Jan. 20-Feb. 18). That 
thing you wished for again and again 
was not a childish impulse of the past 
but a calling inside of a chrysalis. It's 
still growing and will take a new form. 
What can you do to feed the process? 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Is it 
possible to revere someone without 
a pedestal? To prop your admired one 
up too far is to set them up for a fall. 
Stay on equal footing. There is just as 
much to admire in the parallel view.  

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY (March 26). 
You'll often apply your warrior's heart 
to causes of peace. That which you 
beautify and harmonize will attract 
wondrous attention. You'll receive 
a remarkable communication. With 
your great curiosity and the courage 
to follow it, you'll land in a place of 
options aplenty! You'll reclaim a pow-
erful desire and aim it more eff ectively 
than before. Taurus and Gemini adore 
you. Your lucky numbers are: 19, 1, 4, 
16 and 22.

BY HOLIDAY MATIS

Astrology

To our loyal Courier readers: We want to celebrate YOU! Going forward, we’d like our 

popular Birthday Page to refl ect the community as a whole. So we’re inviting you to send 

us your birthdate plus a high-resolution (300 dpi or above) headshot of yourself. Please 

send it at least two weeks in advance of your birthday, and we’ll do our best to include 

it on our Birthday Page. Send the photos, along with your full name and birthday to: 

Editorial@BHCourier.com.
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Fun & Games

SUDOKU ANSWERS 
03/19/21 ISSUE

SUDOKU
03/26/21

PUZZLE ANSWERS 
03/19/21 ISSUE

THE NEW YORK TIMES SUNDAY MAGAZINE CROSSWORD PUZZLE
03/26/21

ANSWERS FOUND 
IN NEXT

WEEK’S PAPER…

SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM WITH A SUBSCRIPTION

As the “Newspaper of Record” for Beverly Hills since 1965, the BEVERLY HILLS COURIER is undeniably

the most trusted and reliable source of local and community news 

serving Beverly Hills and its surrounding communities. 

Despite the challenges of these unique times, the Courier’s dedication 

to providing comprehensive coverage of events shaping the city has never wavered. 

In fact, it has become even more comprehensive. 

Now, more than ever, we ask that you support local journalism for just $10 per year! 

Please visit: https://beverlyhillscourier.com/support-the-courier/ 

In addition to local delivery of the Courier, subscribers will receive the quarterly "Courier Exclusive" NEWSLETTER. 

If you wish to subscribe, but prefer to pay by check, please provide: 

NAME, EMAIL and ADDRESS (home or business), and mail your check to:

BEVERLY HILLS COURIER  

499 North Canon Drive, Suite 400

Beverly Hills, California 90210

Thank you from your friends at the BEVERLY HILLS COURIER! We greatly appreciate your support!
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE UNDER A NOTICE 
OF DELINQUENT 
ASSESSMENT AND 
CLAIM OF LIEN Order 
No: 05938818 TS No: 
R18-10047 YOU ARE 
IN DEFAULT UNDER A 
NOTICE OF DELINQUENT 
ASSESSMENT AND 
CLAIM OF LIEN, DATED 
03/08/2019. UNLESS 
YOU TAKE ACTION 
TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY 
BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC 
SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YOU, YOU SHOULD 
CONTACT A LAWYER. 
NOTICE is hereby given 
that Witkin & Neal, Inc., 
as duly appointed trust-
ee pursuant to that cer-
tain Notice of Delinquent 
Assessment and Claim of 
Lien (hereinafter referred 
to as “Lien”), recorded on 
03/19/2019 as instrument 
number 20190242343, in 
the office of the County 
Recorder of LOS ANGELES 
County, California, and fur-
ther pursuant to the Notice 
of Default and Election to 
Sell thereunder recorded 
on 4/30/2019 as instrument 
number 20190389339 in 
said county and further pur-
suant to California Civil Code 
Section 5675 et seq. and 
those certain Covenants, 
Conditions and Restrictions 
recorded on 6/10/1975 as 
instrument number 546, 
WILL SELL on 04/22/2021, 
10:00AM, Behind the foun-
tain located in Civic Center 
Plaza, 400 Civic Center 
Plaza, Pomona CA 91766 at 
public auction to the highest 
bidder for lawful money of 
the United States payable at 
the time of sale, all right, title 
and interest in the property 
situated in said county as 
more fully described in the 
above-referenced Lien. The 
purported owner(s) of said 
property is (are): SHERWIN 
ARYEH, A SINGLE MAN. 
The property address and 
other common designation, 
if any, of the real proper-
ty is purported to be: 321 
N. OAKHURST DR., UNIT 
302, BEVERLY HILLS, CA 
90210, APN 4342-003-031. 
The undersigned trustee 
disclaims any liability for any 
incorrectness of the property 
address and other common 
designation, if any, shown 
herein. The total amount 
of the unpaid balance of 
the obligation secured by 
the property to be sold and 
reasonable estimated costs, 
expenses and advances at 
the time of the initial publi-
cation of this Notice of Sale 
is: $24,724.53. The opening 
bid at the foreclosure sale 
may be more or less than 
this estimate. In addition to 
cash, trustee will accept a 
cashier’s check drawn on 
a state or national bank, 
a check drawn on a state 
or federal credit union or 
a check drawn on a state 
or federal savings and loan 
association, savings associ-
ation or savings bank spec-
ified in Section 5102 of the 
California Financial Code 
and authorized to do busi-
ness in this state. If tender 

other than cash is accept-
ed, the trustee may withhold 
issuance of the Trustee’s 
Deed Upon Sale until funds 
become available to the 
payee or endorsee as a 
matter of right. In its sole 
discretion, the seller (fore-
closing party) reserves the 
right to withdraw the proper-
ty from sale after the open-
ing credit bid is announced 
but before the sale is com-
pleted. The opening bid is 
placed on behalf of the sell-
er. Said sale shall be made, 
but without covenant or 
warranty, express or implied 
regarding title, possession 
or encumbrances, to satisfy 
the indebtedness secured 
by said Lien, advances 
thereunder, with interest as 
provided in the Declaration 
or by law plus the fees, 
charges and expenses of the 
trustee. THIS PROPERTY 
IS BEING SOLD IN AN “AS-
IS” CONDITION. If you have 
previously received a dis-
charge in bankruptcy, you 
may have been released 
from personal liability for 
this debt in which case 
this notice is intended to 
exercise the secured par-
ty’s rights against the real 
property only. NOTICE TO 
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If 
you are considering bid-
ding on this property lien, 
you should understand that 
there are risks involved in 
bidding at a trustee auc-
tion. You will be bidding on 
a lien, not on the property 
itself. Placing the highest 
bid at a trustee auction does 
not automatically entitle you 
to free and clear ownership 
of the property. You should 
also be aware that the lien 
being auctioned off may be 
a junior lien. If you are the 
highest bidder at the auc-
tion, you are or may be 
responsible for paying off 
all liens senior to the lien 
being auctioned off, before 
you can receive clear title 
to the property. You are 
encouraged to investigate 
the existence, priority, and 
size of outstanding liens that 
may exist on this proper-
ty by contacting the county 
recorder’s office or a title 
insurance company, either 
of which may charge you 
a fee for this information. If 
you consult either of these 
resources, you should be 
aware that the same lender 
may hold more than one 
mortgage or deed of trust on 
the property. NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNER AND 
ALL OTHER INTERESTED 
PARTIES: The sale date 
shown on this notice of sale 
may be postponed one or 
more times by the mortgag-
ee, beneficiary, trustee, or 
a court, pursuant to Section 
2924g of the California Civil 
Code. The law requires that 
information about trustee 
sale postponements be 
made available to you and 
to the public, as a cour-
tesy to those not present 
at the sale. If you wish to 
learn whether this sale date 
has been postponed, and, 
if applicable, the resched-
uled time and date for the 
sale of this property, you 
may call 916-939-0772 or 
visit this Internet Website: 
www.nationwideposting.

com using the file num-
ber assigned to this case: 
R18-10047. Information 
about postponements that 
are very short in duration 
or that occur close in time 
to the scheduled sale may 
not immediately be reflected 
in the telephone information 
or on the Internet Website. 
The best way to verify post-
ponement information is to 
attend the scheduled sale. 
NOTICE TO TENANT: You 
may have a right to pur-
chase this property after 
the trustee auction pursu-
ant to Section 2924m of 
the California Civil Code. If 
you are an “eligible tenant 
buyer,” you can purchase 
the property if you match the 
last and highest bid placed 
at the trustee auction. If you 
are an “eligible bidder,” you 
may be able to purchase 
the property if you exceed 
the last and highest bid 
placed at the trustee auc-
tion. There are three steps 
to exercising this right of 
purchase. First, 48 hours 
after the date of the trust-
ee sale, you can call (916) 
939-0772 or visit this inter-
net website www.nation-
wideposting.com using the 
file number assigned to this 
case R18-10047 to find the 
date on which the trustee’s 
sale was held, the amount 
of the last and highest bid, 
and the address of the trust-
ee. Second, you must send 
a written notice of intent to 
place a bid so that the trust-
ee receives it no more than 
15 days after the trustee’s 
sale. Third, you must submit 
a bid so that the trustee 
receives it no more than 45 
days after the trustee’s sale. 
If you think you may qualify 
as an “eligible tenant buyer” 
or “eligible bidder,” you 
should consider contacting 
an attorney or appropri-
ate real estate profession-
al immediately for advice 
regarding this potential right 
to purchase. IMPORTANT 
NOTICE: Notwithstanding 
anything to the contrary con-
tained herein, the sale shall 
be subject to the following 
as provided in California 
Civil Code Section 5715: “A 
non judicial foreclosure sale 
by an association to collect 
upon a debt for delinquent 
assessments shall be sub-
ject to a right of redemption. 
The redemption period with-
in which the separate inter-
est may be redeemed from 
a foreclosure sale under this 
paragraph ends 90 days after 
the sale.” Dated: 03/19/2021 
Witkin & Neal, Inc. as said 
Trustee 5805 SEPULVEDA 
BLVD., SUITE 670 
SHERMAN OAKS, CA 91411 
(818) 845-8808 By: SUSAN 
PAQUETTE, TRUSTEE 
SALES OFFICER THIS 
NOTICE IS SENT FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF COLLECTING 
A DEBT. THIS FIRM IS 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT ON BEHALF OF 
THE HOLDER AND OWNER 
OF THE NOTE. ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED 
BY OR PROVIDED TO THIS 
FIRM OR THE CREDITOR 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. NPP0373471 To: 
BEVERLY HILLS COURIER 
03/26/2021, 04/02/2021, 
04/09/2021      
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ORDINANCE NO. 21-O-2835
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEV-
ERLY HILLS AMENDING THE BEVERLY 
HILLS MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING 
PURCHASING OF SUPPLIES, EQUIP-
MENT AND SERVICES
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BEVERLY HILLS HEREBY ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS: 
Section 1.   Articles 1, 2 and 3 of Chapter 3 
of Title 3 of the Beverly Hills Municipal Code 
shall be amended as follows:
CHAPTER 3. PURCHASING, PUBLIC 
WORKS CONTRACTS AND DISPOSI-
TION OF PROPERTY
ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS
3-3-101: INTENT
The intent of this chapter is to establish 
purchasing procedures for the purchase of 
equipment, supplies and services, to con-
form to the California Uniform Construction 
Cost Accounting Act (Public Contract Code 
section 22000 et seq.) and to establish 
procedures for the disposition of property. 
Nothing in this chapter is intended to re-
quire the City to solicit bids for equipment, 
supplies or services or accept the lowest bid 
to provide equipment, supplies or services, 
except as required by State law. 
3-3-102: DEFINITIONS
Unless the context otherwise requires, the 
following defi nitions shall govern the con-
struction of this chapter:
CHANGE ORDER: Change Order means 
a written authorization from the City direct-
ing an addition, deletion, or revision to an 
awarded purchase order or contract.
CONTRACTING OFFICER: Contracting Of-
fi cer means the designated City employee 
authorized by section 3-3-107 of this article   
to engage in level 1, level 2 and level 3 pur-
chasing transactions.
DIRECTOR OR PURCHASING AGENT: 
Director of Purchasing Agent means the 
Director of Finance, or his or her designee.
ELECTRONIC BIDDING PLATFORM: Elec-
tronic Bidding Platform means one or more 
computing or digital software platforms se-
lected by City to solicit and receive written 
bids for goods, supplies, equipment and/or 
services as detailed in the rules and regu-
lations adopted by the Director pursuant to 
this chapter.
PUBLIC PROJECT: Public Project means 
that term as defi ned in section 22002 of the 
California Public Contract Code, or the suc-
cessor statute thereto.
3-3-103: PURCHASES AND CONTRACTS 
REQUIRE ISSUANCE OF PURCHASE 
ORDER
A.   In order to more effi ciently manage all 
purchases and other contracts, the City 
shall issue a purchase order to each vendor 
who agrees to provide goods or supplies to 
the City and the City shall issue a purchase 
order to accompany every contract for the 
performance of services or public projects 
unless otherwise authorized by an admin-
istrative regulation signed by the city man-
ager or authorized by the rules and regu-
lations adopted by the Director pursuant to 
this chapter. Except as otherwise provided 
herein, no contract shall be deemed to be 
an authorization to proceed with work un-
less accompanied by a purchase order 
authorized and executed pursuant to this 
section, nor shall any vendor or contracting 
party be authorized to perform any service, 
perform any public project, or provide any 
supplies or equipment without fi rst receiving 
a purchase order authorized and executed 
pursuant to this section.
B.  Notwithstanding the above, litigation 
service contracts shall be exempted from 
the requirement to issue a purchase order 
due to the confi dential nature of the fees an-
ticipated.  Litigation services shall be paid 

with a contract in place and the responsi-
ble department shall not pay more than the 
appropriated budget. If additional funding is 
required, an additional appropriation must 
be approved by the city council.
3-3-104: UNAUTHORIZED PURCHASES 
AND CONTRACTS
It shall be unlawful for any offi cer, employee, 
or agent of the City to order the purchase 
of supplies or equipment, or to contract for 
services or contract for the performance of 
public projects, or otherwise make any con-
tract in violation of this chapter. Any order, 
purchase, or contract made contrary to the 
provisions of this chapter shall not be bind-
ing on the City, and the City shall not be ob-
ligated thereunder.  
3-3-105: PROHIBITION AGAINST SPLIT-
TING PURCHASES
Purchases of supplies, equipment, and ser-
vices, and the performance of public proj-
ects shall not be divided or staged for the 
purpose of circumventing the requirements 
of this chapter.  
3-3-106: SPECIALIZED CONTRACTING 
PROCEDURES
Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the City 
from using specialized contracting proce-
dures when authorized by state law. If state 
law authorizes such procedures, they need 
not also be specifi cally authorized by this 
chapter. Such specialized procedures may 
include, without limitation, prequalifi cation 
of general contractors or subcontractors 
and design/build contracting procedures.  
3-3-107: PURCHASING LEVELS AND AP-
PROVAL AUTHORITY
Purchasing and contract procedures are 
categorized into four (4) different levels as 
set forth in sections 3-3-200 et seq. of this 
chapter. Each level shall govern purchase 
orders and contracts of different values. 
Level 1 shall govern the least expensive 
purchase orders and contracts and level 4 
shall govern the most expensive purchase 
orders and contracts.
Level 1 purchases may be awarded in the 
maximum amount of ten thousand dollars 
($10,000) by the head of the City depart-
ment or his/her authorized designee for 
which the purchase is made; 
Level 2 purchases may be awarded in the 
maximum amount of fi fty thousand dollars 
($50,000) by the Purchasing Agent or his/
her authorized designee; 
Level 3 purchases may be awarded in the 
maximum amount of one hundred thousand 
dollars ($100,000) by the city manager or 
his/her authorized designee; and 
Level 4 purchases exceed one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000) and shall be 
awarded by the city council. The city man-
ager’s purchasing authority is increased to 
two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) if 
the city manager determines: (a) there is an 
urgent need to enter into a purchase order 
or contract and (b) the equipment, supplies 
or services is a budgeted expense as set 
forth in the City adopted budget. In such 
case, the purchase and/or contract shall be 
governed by the regulations applicable to 
Level 3 purchases and contracts. The pur-
chase order or contract must be reported to 
the city council at its next regularly sched-
uled meeting.
3-3-108: BID SECURITY
 
Bid security shall be required as a condition 
of submitting a written bid unless deemed 
unnecessary in writing by the Purchasing 
Agent. Bid security shall be in the form of 
a cashier’s check or surety bond and shall 
be no less than ten percent (10%) of the 
bid amount or such other amount as deter-
mined by the Purchasing Agent.
A successful bidder shall forfeit his bid se-
curity upon refusal or failure to execute a 
contract or purchase order with the City. On 
refusal or failure of the successful bidder to 
execute the contract or purchase order, the 

City may award the bid to the next lowest 
responsible bidder who is willing to exe-
cute the contract or purchase order. In such 
case, the amount of successful bidder’s se-
curity shall be applied by the City to the pur-
chase or contract price differential between 
the successful bidder and the next lowest 
responsible bidder. The remaining security, 
if any, shall be returned.  
3-3-109: INTERPRETATION OF BID 
SPECIFICATIONS
Oral interpretation of written bid specifi ca-
tions shall not be made by the City to pro-
spective bidders. If the prospective bidder 
discovers discrepancies or omissions in any 
specifi cation, or if the bidder is in doubt as 
to the meaning of any specifi cation, the bid-
der shall request a written interpretation or 
modifi cation from the City. If interpretations 
or modifi cations are deemed necessary, the 
City will then issue a written addendum to 
all parties known to have received copies of 
the specifi cations.  
3-3-110: CHANGE ORDERS
A.  Any alteration to, amendment of, or de-
viation from an awarded purchase order or 
contract as to scope, cost, time for com-
pletion, material, or equipment furnished 
as a part of the purchase order or contract, 
or any alteration to, amendment of, or de-
viation from the nature of work to be per-
formed, shall require the completion and 
issuance of a Change Order or execution 
of a contract amendment. Additions to work 
cannot be combined with deletions to work 
to avoid the Change Order requirement.
B.   The appropriate Contracting Offi cer may 
approve a Change Order as long as the 
combined amount of the original purchase 
order and the Change Order does not ex-
ceed the Contracting Offi cer’s purchasing 
authority. If the original purchase order or 
contract was approved by the city council, 
a Change Order may be approved in an 
amount that does not exceed the Contract-
ing Offi cer’s purchasing authority. All other 
Change Orders shall be approved by the 
city council or the person, if any, designated 
in a contract approved by the city council. 
No Change Order shall be binding on the 
City until approved as provided herein.
Change orders shall not be issued unless:
 a. The Change Order arises in 
good faith out of an unknown condition or 
unforeseen circumstance including, without 
limitation, unforeseen or unknown quanti-
ties of goods and/or services differing ma-
terially from the quantities of goods and/or 
services that were contemplated in the pur-
chase order or contract, or, alternatively, the 
Change Order arises due to an error in the 
City’s specifi cations that accompanied the 
bid solicitation; and
 b. The Change Order does not 
change the purpose of the purchase order 
or contract; and
 c.  With regard to a service con-
tract or a contract for public project perfor-
mance, the Change Order is reasonably re-
lated to the scope of work authorized under 
the original contract; and
 d.   With regard to the purchase of 
goods or supplies, the Change Order is re-
quired to allow the goods or supplies to fulfi ll 
the purpose for which they were intended. 
C.   Any Change Order for a public project 
shall be in accordance with the most current 
edition of the “Standard Specifi cations For 
Public Works Construction”, adopted by the 
joint cooperative committee of the Southern 
California chapter of the American Public 
Works Association and the Southern Cali-
fornia districts of the Associated General 
Contractors Of California.  
3-3-111: ANNUAL REPORT
The Director shall make an annual report 
to the city council of the level 2 and level 3 
awarded purchases and contracts. 
3-3-112: EXCEPTIONS TO BIDDING RE-
QUIREMENT

Except with regard to public projects of more 
than sixty thousand dollars ($60,000.00), 
the bidding requirements of this chapter 
shall not apply in the following circumstanc-
es:
A.   When the purchase order or contract is 
for  utility or communications services; in-
surance; freight and courier services; post-
age; education and training expenses; sub-
scriptions and memberships in professional 
organizations; attendance at meetings or 
conventions; and hotel and travel accom-
modations
B.   Where items to be purchased are for 
resale to the public.
C.   When the needed equipment, supplies 
or services are proprietary items of original 
equipment manufacturers and/or their au-
thorized exclusive distributors.
D.   When the equipment is a component for 
equipment or a system of equipment previ-
ously acquired by the City, and is necessary 
to repair, maintain or improve the City’s utili-
zation of the equipment.
E.  Where items to be purchased are cir-
culating library materials, including books, 
periodicals, fi lms, and recordings; computer 
software, hardware maintenance services 
or software maintenance services; food, 
condiments and similar items; or art.
F.   Any contract involving the purchase of 
supplies, equipment or services entered 
into with another governmental entity.
G.   Any contract for professional services 
such as attorneys, physicians, architects, 
engineers, consultants, accountants, spe-
cialized printers or other individuals or orga-
nizations possessing a high degree of pro-
fessional, unique, specialized or technical 
skill or expertise.
H.  When the requesting department deter-
mines in writing, after conducting a good 
faith review of the available sources, that 
there is only one source for the required 
equipment, supplies or services or that 
a sole source procurement is necessary 
to ensure compatibility with existing City 
equipment.  The department requesting 
sole source procurement shall provide writ-
ten evidence to support a sole source deter-
mination.  Such evidence shall be approved 
by the Purchasing Agent.  The city manager 
may require that negotiations be conduct-
ed as to price, delivery and terms. The city 
manager may also require the submission 
of cost or pricing data in connection with an 
award under this section.
I.  Emergency procurement as set forth in 
sections 3-3-206 and 3-3-303 of this chap-
ter.  
Nothing in this section prohibits the Pur-
chasing Agent or appropriate Contracting 
Offi cer from requiring more stringent bid-
ding requirements for a purchase that falls 
under one of the exceptions listed above. 
3-3-113: MULTIYEAR CONTRACTS
Unless otherwise limited by law, the term 
of a contract shall be as set forth in the 
contract, and may include extensions as 
authorized in the contract. The appropriate 
Contracting Offi cer may approve a mul-
tiyear contract, provided that the annual 
value of the multiyear contract does not ex-
ceed three times the Contracting Offi cer’s 
purchasing authority over the entire term of 
the contract. Otherwise, multiyear contracts 
shall be approved by the person designated 
in section 3-3-107 using the total value of 
the contract.
3-3-114: RULES AND REGULATIONS
The Director is authorized, subject to ap-
proval by the city manager, to promulgate 
rules and regulations to implement the pro-
visions of this article. 
ARTICLE 2. PURCHASING OF SUP-
PLIES, EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES
3-3-200: SCOPE OF ARTICLE

Continue to page 16 >>>
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This article shall govern the purchase and 
contracting of supplies and equipment and 
services.  
3-3-201: DEPARTMENT HEAD PUR-
CHASES; LEVEL 1
Level 1 purchases and contracts may be 
awarded by the head of the department for 
which the purchase is made and is autho-
rized without competitive bidding.  
3-3-202: PURCHASING AGENT/DIREC-
TOR OF FINANCE PURCHASES; LEVEL 2
A.  Level 2 purchases and contracts may 
be awarded by the Purchasing Agent and 
shall require competitive written bidding. 
Bids shall be solicited and received in writ-
ing through an Electronic Bidding Platform, 
or an alternative method from a minimum 
of three (3) sources or the open solicitation 
of bids as set forth in the rules and regu-
lations adopted by the Director pursuant to 
this chapter.
B.   The Purchasing Agent shall award the 
purchase of supplies, equipment or ser-
vices to the lowest responsible bidder, or 
shall reject all bids for the purchase, after 
the receipt of bids from those who respond 
to the solicitation,   The Purchasing Agent 
may waive any irregularities or informalities 
in any bid or bidding.
C.  The Purchasing Agent may waive the 
requirement to solicit written bids if the 
equipment or supplies are available from 
only one source as set forth in section 3-3-
112(H) of this chapter and may solicit only 
two (2) bids if the equipment or supplies are 
available from only two (2) sources.
D.   Upon determining that conformance 
with the procedures set forth in this article 
would be contrary to the best interests of 
the City or upon determining that compli-
ance with the procedures would be imprac-
tical, the Purchasing Agent may waive, in 
writing, any or all of the requirements of this 
section.  
3-3-203: CITY MANAGER PURCHASES; 
LEVEL 3
A.   Level 3 purchases and contracts may 
be awarded by the city manager and shall 
require competitive written bidding as fol-
lows:
 1.   Bid specifi cations shall be pre-
pared and written notices soliciting written 
bids shall be disseminated by an Electronic 
Bidding Platform, or an alternative method 
from a minimum of three (3) sources or the 
open solicitation of bids as set forth in the 
rules and regulations adopted by the Direc-
tor pursuant to this chapter. Such notices 
shall include the closing date of the bid.
 2.   Bids shall be submitted to the 
Electronic Bidding Platform or an alterna-
tive method in writing and must be received 
prior to the bid closing date and time. Bids 
shall not be reviewed until the date and time 
designated in the bid specifi cations.
B.   With regard to the purchase of supplies, 
equipment or services, the city manag-
er shall award the purchase to the lowest 
responsible bidder, or shall reject all bids.  
The city manager may waive any irregular-
ities or informalities in any bid or bidding.
C.  The city manager may waive the re-
quirement to solicit bids if the equipment or 
supplies are available from only one source 
as set forth in section 3-3-112(H) of this 
chapter and may solicit only two (2) bids 
if the equipment or supplies are available 
from only two (2) sources.
D.   Upon determining that conformance 
with the procedures set forth in this article 
would be contrary to the best interests of 
the City or upon determining that compli-
ance with the procedures would be imprac-
tical, the city manager may waive, in writing, 
any or all of the requirements of this section.  
3-3-204: CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL; 
LEVEL 4 PURCHASES
A.    Level 4 purchases shall be awarded by 

the city council and shall require competi-
tive written bidding as follows:
 1.  Bid specifi cations shall be 
prepared, and notices inviting written bids 
shall be solicited by an Electronic Bidding 
Platform, or an alternative method from a 
minimum of three (3) sources or the open 
solicitation of bids as set forth in the rules 
and regulations adopted by the Director 
pursuant to this chapter.
 2.    Bids shall be submitted in writ-
ing to the Electronic Bidding Platform or an 
alternative method as set forth in the rules 
and regulations adopted by the Director pur-
suant to this chapter, and must be received 
prior to the bid closing date and time. Bids 
shall not be reviewed until the date and time 
designated in the bid specifi cations.  
B.    With regard to the purchase of supplies, 
equipment or services, the city council shall 
award the bid to the lowest responsible bid-
der, or shall reject all bids.  The city council 
may waive any irregularities or informalities 
in any bid or bidding.
C.   The city council may waive the pro-
cedures required by this section if the city 
council determines that the equipment or 
supplies are available only from one source 
as set forth in section 3-3-113 of this chap-
ter and may send a notice inviting bids to 
only two (2) prospective bidders if the city 
council determines that the equipment or 
supplies are available from only two (2) 
sources.
D.   Upon determining that conformance 
with the procedures set forth in this article 
would be contrary to the best interests of 
the City or upon determining that compli-
ance with the procedures would be imprac-
tical, the city council may waive, by motion 
or resolution, any or all of the requirements 
of this section.  
3-3-205: ALTERNATIVE PURCHASING 
PROCEDURES
 
In lieu of the purchasing and bid procedures 
set forth in this article, the following alterna-
tive purchasing procedures may be used in 
the discretion of the Purchasing Agent for 
the purchase of supplies, equipment or ser-
vices in excess of Level 1 department head 
purchases.
A.   Purchases from the California depart-
ment of general services, pursuant to Cali-
fornia Government Code section 54205, or 
the successor statute thereto.
B.    Purchases from any joint powers agen-
cy or any agency with which the City has 
entered into a joint powers agreement for 
purchase of equipment or supplies; provid-
ed that the city manager determines that the 
item can likely be obtained at a cost which is 
less than the City could likely obtain through 
the purchasing procedures set forth in this 
article.
C.  Purchases of supplies, equipment or 
services where competitive bid proce-
dures have already been utilized, such as 
purchases from federal, state or county 
governments, including, state of Califor-
nia agencies, counties, cities, joint power 
agencies, special districts, and nonprofi t 
agencies whose main purpose is to assist 
cities or other public entities, and the sup-
plies or equipment are supplied to the City 
at the same or better price, as was obtained 
through the competitive bid procedures of 
that entity.  
3-3-206: EMERGENCIES
A.     In case of a locally declared emergen-
cy or if the city manager determines there is 
an emergency situation, the city manager, 
the assistant city manager or the director 
of emergency services, is authorized to ex-
pend City funds without limitation on amount 
and without following the purchasing or bid-
ding procedures otherwise required by this 
article.  An emergency purchase shall be 
limited to those supplies, equipment or ser-
vices necessary to satisfy the emergency 
need.
B.    Expenditures made during a locally 

declared emergency, or in an emergency 
situation as determined by the city man-
ager must be reported to the city coun-
cil at the next regular council meeting 
if approval for such expenditures would 
otherwise have been made by the city 
council.
C.    As used in this section, an “emergency 
situation” is defined as an urgent unfore-
seen situation that threatens life, proper-
ty or the general public health and safety. 
D.    The Director shall, subject to approval 
by the city manager, promulgate rules and 
regulations to implement emergency pur-
chasing practices that comply with state 
and federal law. 
ARTICLE 3. PUBLIC WORKS CONTRACTS
3-3-301: CONTRACTS FOR PUBLIC 
PROJECTS:
The following procedures shall govern 
the award of contracts for public projects, 
whereas the limits referenced in section 
3-3-107 shall indicate the threshold for ap-
provals by the city council:
A.   Public Projects Of Sixty Thousand Dol-
lars Or Less: Public projects of sixty thou-
sand dollars ($60,000.00) or less, may 
be performed by City employees, may be 
awarded by negotiated contract, or may be 
awarded by purchase order. A contract or 
purchase order shall require competitive 
written bidding as described in section 3-3-
202 of this chapter unless the Purchasing 
Agent determines that a different competi-
tive bidding procedure is in the best interest 
of the City. In such case, the Purchasing 
Agent may solicit written bids as provided 
in section 3-3-203 of this chapter or solicit  
written bids as provided in section 3-3-204 
of this chapter.
B.  Public Projects Of More Than Sixty 
Thousand Dollars, But Less Than Or Equal 
To Two Hundred Thousand Dollars: Public 
projects of more than sixty thousand dollars 
($60,000.00), but less than or equal to two 
hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00), 
shall require competitive written bidding as 
described in this subsection.
 1.   Bid specifi cations shall be pre-
pared and notices inviting bids shall be so-
licited as set forth in subsection B2 of this 
section.
 2.   All notices inviting bids shall 
be sent to: a) the construction trade jour-
nals specifi ed in California Public Con-
tract Code section 22036, or b) a list of 
qualifi ed contractors, identifi ed according 
to categories of work and which has been 
developed in compliance with the criteria 
issued by the California Uniform Con-
struction Cost Accounting Commission, 
or c) both, unless the supplies, equipment 
or services are proprietary. Such notices 
shall be sent not less than ten (10) cal-
endar days before bids are due. The no-
tices shall describe the project in general 
terms, how to obtain more detailed infor-
mation regarding the project, and the time 
and place for the submission of bids.
If all bids received are in excess of two 
hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00), 
the city council may, by passage of a reso-
lution by a four-fi fths (4/5) vote, award the 
contract at two hundred twelve thousand 
fi ve hundred dollars ($212,500.00) or less, 
to the lowest responsible bidder, without 
complying with the bidding procedures set 
forth in subsection C of this section, pro-
vided that the city council determines that 
the cost estimate of the project was rea-
sonable.
C.   Public Projects Of More Than Two Hun-
dred Thousand Dollars: Public projects of 
more than two hundred thousand dollars 
($200,000.00) shall require competitive 
written bidding. A notice inviting bids shall 
be published and sent in compliance with 
the provisions of California Public Con-
tract Code section 22037, or the successor 
statute thereto. In addition, bid plans and 
working details shall be adopted by the city 
council for all public projects exceeding two 
hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00).

D.   Bid Requirements: When written bids 
are requested, the bids shall be submitted 
to the Electronic Bidding Platform or an 
alternative method in accordance with the 
Public Contract Code and as set forth in 
the rules and regulations adopted by the 
Director pursuant to this chapter and shall 
not be opened until the time and place des-
ignated in the bid specifi cations. Bids must 
be received prior to the bid deadline to be 
considered.
E.   Award: When bids are solicited, the 
appropriate Contracting Offi cer or the city 
council shall award the bid to the lowest re-
sponsible bidder, or reject all bids pursuant 
to Public Contract Code section 22038, or 
its successor statute. The Contracting Offi -
cer or the city council may waive any irregu-
larities or informalities in any bid or bidding.
3-3-302: CONTRACTING AUTHORITY 
FOR PUBLIC PROJECTS:
The City offi cials set forth in section 3-3-200 
et seq. of Article 2 of this Chapter 3 shall 
have the authority to approve contracts for 
public projects in the amount that corre-
sponds to their purchasing authority as set 
forth in those sections.
3-3-303: EMERGENCY PROCUREMENT:
In addition to any other exemption from bid-
ding requirements set forth in this chapter or 
otherwise provided by law, in a situation de-
termined by the city manager to constitute 
an emergency for a public project pursuant 
to Public Contract Code sections 22035 and 
22050 or in a locally declared emergency 
city council delegates to the city manager, 
the assistant city manager and the direc-
tor of emergency services the power to or-
der any action pursuant to Public Contract 
Code sections 22035 and 22050. The city 
manager, the assistant city manager, direc-
tor of emergency services shall comply with 
the applicable provisions of section 22050. 
Section 2.    Severability.  If any section, 
subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, 
phrase, or portion of this Ordinance or the 
application thereof to any person or place, 
is for any reason held to be invalid or uncon-
stitutional by the fi nal decision of any court 
of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of 
this Ordinance shall be and remain in full 
force and effect.  
Section 3.   Publication.  The City Clerk 
shall cause this Ordinance to be published 
at least once in a newspaper of general cir-
culation published and circulated in the City 
within fi fteen (15) days after its passage in 
accordance with Section 36933 of the Gov-
ernment Code, shall certify to the adoption 
of this Ordinance, and shall cause this Or-
dinance and his/her certifi cation, together 
with proof of publication, to be entered in 
the Book of Ordinances of the Council of 
this City.
Section 4.     Effective Date.  This Ordi-
nance shall go into effect and be in full force 
and effect at 12:01 a.m. on the thirty-fi rst 
(31st) day after its passage.
Adopted: March 16, 2021
Effective: April 16, 2021
LESTER J. FRIEDMAN
Mayor of the City of Beverly Hills, California
ATTEST:
HUMA AHMED (SEAL)
City Clerk
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
LAURENCE S. WIENER
City Attorney
APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:
GEORGE CHAVEZ
City Manager
JEFF S. MUIR
Director of Finance
 
VOTE: 
AYES: Councilmembers Gold, Bosse, 
Mirisch, Vice Mayor Wunderlich, and Mayor 
Friedman
NOES: None
CARRIED
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SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY 

OF LOS ANGELES
CASE NO: 21STCP00782

ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
In the Matter of the petition 
of: JULIAN GERSHFELD 
To all interested person(s):
Petitioner: 
Julian Gershfeld
Presently over 18 years 
of age, current residence: 
2339 Achilles Drive, Los 
Angeles, CA 90046  filed 
a petition with the Superior 
Court of California, County 
of Los Angeles, 111 N. 
Hill Street, Los Angeles, 
CA 90012 on March 10, 
2021 for a Decree chang-
ing names as follows:
Present Name: 
Julian Gershfeld
Proposed Name: 
YURY GERSHFELD
THE COURT ORDERS  
that all persons interested 
in this matter shall appear 
before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name 
should not be granted.
NOTICE OF HEARING:
Date: MAY 10, 2021
Time: 10:00 AM
Dept: 74     Room: 735
The address of the court is:
111 N. Hill Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Reason for name change: 
Petitioner is already known 
by HIS proposed name 
wishes to be known by his 
proposed name in all per-
sonal/business affairs.
I declare under penalty of 
perjury under the laws of the 
State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct.
Signed: Julian Gershfeld
Judge of the Superior Court: 
Michelle Williams Court
Clerk: Sherri R. Carter
Deputy: N. Miramontes
Dated: March 10, 2021 
Published: 03/19/21, 03/26/21, 
04/02/21, 04/09/21 
BHC-R25360

––––––
SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY 

OF LOS ANGELES
CASE NO: 

21SMCP00069
ORDER TO SHOW 

CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME

In the Matter of the peti-
tion of: RYAN NIMA 
TABATABAI
To all interested person(s):
Petitioner: 
Ryan Nima Tabatabai 
Presently over 18 years 
of age, current residence: 
504 North Crescent 
Drive, Beverly  Hills, CA 
90210  filed a petition 
with the Superior Court of 
California, County of Los 
Angeles, 1725 Main Street, 
Santa Monica, CA 90401 
on February 23, 2021 for 
a Decree changing names 
as follows:
Present Name: 
Ryan Nima Tabatabai 
Proposed Name: 
RYAN JAMES ZOHOURY
THE COURT ORDERS  
that all persons interested 
in this matter shall appear 
before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name 
should not be granted.
NOTICE OF HEARING:
Date: April 30, 2021
Time: 8:30 AM  Dept: K
The address of the court is:
1725 Main Street, 
Santa Monica, CA 90401
Reason for name change: 
Petitioner is already known 
by HIS proposed name 
wishes to be known by his 
proposed name in all per-
sonal/business affairs.
I declare under penalty of 
perjury under the laws of 
the State of California that 
the foregoing is true and 
correct.

Signed: 
Ryan Nima Tabatabai 
Judge of the Superior 
Court: Lawrence Cho
Clerk: Sherri R. Carter
Deputy: T. Rhodes
Dated: February 23, 2021 
Published: 03/05/21, 03/12/21, 
03/19/21, 03/26/21 
BHC-R25321––––––

SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 

LOS ANGELES
CASE NO: 20SMCP00400
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR  CHANGE OF NAME

In the Matter of the petition of: 
Sabina Halina Gadecki
To all interested person(s):
Petitioner: 
Sabina Halina Gadecki
current residence address: 
310 N. Crescent Dr. #302,
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
filed a petition with the 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Los Angeles,
1725 Main St.,  Room #102
Santa Monica, CA 90401,
Santa Monica Courthouse,
on March 10, 2020
for a Decree changing names 
as follows:
Present Name: 
SABINA HALINA GADECKI
Proposed Name: 
SABINA HALINA GADECKI 
RICH
The court orders  that all per-
sons interested in this matter 
shall appear before this court at 
the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the peti-
tion for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name chang-
es described above must file a 
written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be heard 
and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, 
the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING:
Date: April 23, 2021
Time: 8:30am   Dept: K
The address of the court is: 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Los Angeles,
1725 Main St.,  Room #102
Santa Monica, CA 90401,
Santa Monica Courthouse.
Reason for name change: 
I declare under penalty of per-
jury under the laws of the State 
of California that the informa-
tion in the foregoing petition is 
true and correct.
Signed: Sabina H. Gadecki
Judge of the Superior Court
Laurence H. Cho,
 Sherri R. Carter,
 Executive Officer/Clerk,
By: Brian McClendon,
      Deputy Clerk
Dated: March 10, 2020
Published:  March  26,  2021,  
April  02, 09, 16,  2021
Beverly Hills Courier––––––
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 2021050823
The following is/are doing business as: 
DOCTORS’ CHOICE TRUST 
528 Palisades Dr. #706, Pacific 
Palisades, CA 90272;  Doctors’ 
Choice Personnel Service, Inc.  528 
Palisades Dr. #706, Pacific Palisades, 
CA 90272;  The business is conducted 
by: A CORPORATION, registrant(s) 
has begun to transact business 
under the name(s) listed January 
2021:  Terri Mathieson, CEO: 
Statement is filed with the County of 
Los Angeles:  February  26,  2021;  
Published:  March  12, 19, 26,  April  
02,  2021  LACC N/C––––––
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 2021050827
The following is/are doing business as: 
BLUME INDUSTRY  144 S. 
Camden Dr. #D, Beverly Hills, CA 
90212;  Ronald Gromfin  144 S. 
Camden Dr. #D, Beverly Hills, CA 
90212;  The business is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL, registrant(s) has 
begun to transact business under 
the name(s) listed February 2020:  
Ronald Gromfin, Owner: Statement 
is filed with the County of Los Angeles:  
February  26,  2021;  Published:  March  
12, 19, 26,  April  02,  2021  LACC N/C

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 2021050825 The fol-
lowing is/are doing business as: 
THEORY LAW  737 S. Genesee 
Ave. #310, Los Angeles, CA 90036;  
Rodney Yadidi  737 S. Genesee 
Ave. #310, Los Angeles, CA 90036;  
The business is conducted by: AN 
INDIVIDUAL, registrant(s) has 
begun to transact business under 
the name(s) listed November 2018:  
Rodney Yadidi, Owner: Statement 
is filed with the County of Los Angeles:  
February  26,  2021;  Published:  March  
12, 19, 26,  April  02,  2021  LACC N/C––––––
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 2021050829
The following is/are doing business as: 
CABRELLA SHIPPING INSURANCE 
7164 Melrose Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90046;  Meslee Insurance Services, 
Inc.  7164 Melrose Ave., Los Angeles, 
CA 90046;  The business is conducted 
by: A CORPORATION, registrant(s) 
has begun to transact business 
under the name(s) listed April 2015:  
Benjamin J. Meskin, President: 
Statement is filed with the County of 
Los Angeles:  February  26,  2021;  
Published:  March  12, 19, 26,  April  
02,  2021  LACC N/C––––––
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 2021064652 The fol-
lowing is/are doing business as: 
THE KEYSTONE  344 N. Beverly Dr., 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210;  Keystone 
Partners, Inc.  344 N. Beverly Dr., 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210;  The business 
is conducted by: A CORPORATION, 
registrant(s) has begun to transact 
business under the name(s) listed 
February 2021:  Maxwell O Abbott, 
President: Statement is filed with the 
County of Los Angeles:  March  16,  
2021;  Published:  March  26,  April  
02, 09, 16,  2021  LACC N/C

NOTICE— Fictitious name statement expires five 
years from the date it was filed in the office of the 
county clerk. A new fictitious business name state-
ment must be filed before that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a fictitious business name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or common 
law (See Section 14400, et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).

FILM COMPANY FOR SALE
Established & Active Brand.

Proven profits for
5+ years and growing.

Includes full rights to content library.
Please Contact:

skymiske@gmail.com

02
ANNOUNCEMENT

08
LEGAL SERVICES

 

 

OWED MONEY? 
$100K OR MORE 

 

CONTACT: 

LAW OFFICES OF 
THOMAS P. RILEY, P.C. 

 

WWW.TPRLAW.NET 
(310) 677-9797 

 
Fortitudine Vincimus 

LEGAL PROBLEMS?
TOP “A/V” RATED BEVERLY HILLS

LAW FIRM CAN HELP YOU.
Specializing In:   Divorce, Collection of

Delinquent Support & Personal Injury Auto &
Motorcycle Accident Cases, Civil, Real Estate,
Business Interruption Insurance Claims.

No Recovery, No Fee!
Free Consultation.
LAW OFFICES OF

BRADFORD L. TREUSCH
• 310/557-2599 •

“A/V” RATED FOR

• Bradford L. Treusch •
RATED BY SUPER LAWYERS

SuperLawyers.com

48
FITNESS

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES

PUBLIC
NOTICES
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38
SECURITY SERVICES

• ELDERCARE •
IN-HOME SPECIALIST    

 • Caregivers   • Companions 
 •  CNA   •  CHHA   •  Live-In / Live-Out                           
Experienced • Compassionate • Fully Screened     

310.859.0440
www.exehomecare.com 

BBB A+ Rated                          Referral  Agency            

BLESSING HANDS HOME CARE
In-Home Quality Affordable Caregivers

Light housekeeping, meal prep, incontinent care,
medication mgmt, post recovery,

transportation, hospice care support, etc.
24/7 Care • Long/Short-Term, P/T or As Needed.

Excellent References! Bonded & Insured
Free Consultation, Call:

24-Hrs  805/915-7751 • 818/433-0182
Owned/Operated by Nurses

OFFERING 
WHITE GLOVE 

CARE SERVICES

• Abandoned •
2-Medium Sized
Wine Lockers.

Approx. 24 cases of
California Cabs

Vintages 2003-2008.
Minimum Opening 

Bid:  $12,000
Cashier’s Check

Or Cash Only.
No Inventory Listing.
Take contents as is.

Pick up by
Highest Bidder, No

later than April 2, 5pm.
Call: 949/378-7271

TRAIN WITH ME! 
I’ll help you firm up 

loose that extra weight 
and plan your meals.

Say goodbye to that 
extra Covid weight just 
in time for summer & 
say hello to the new 

healthier you.

Contact Barrett 
310-299-6888

88
ELDERLY CARE

I Am Seeking A
Companion/
Caregiver
Position

Personal care
assistance,

companionship,
meal prep,

med’s reminder, 
lite house-

keeping. W/ car+ins. for Dr.
appts, errands+shopping.
Live-In or Live-Out
Emma  C.N.A./C.H.H.A.323/302-3969
Covid-19 Tested √



*** FOR LEASE ***
OFFICES IN

BOUTIQUE BLDG
$900 - $1,600/MO

Adj. Beverly Hills
323/782-1144

Very Clean, Very Quiet
Swiss-Italian Writer

SEEKING
GUESTHOUSE

With full kitchen for rent.
Out of town

6-months a year.
Budget $1,800/Mo.

310/435-4458

—————–––
••• PRIME •••
BEVERLY HILLS

••••••
2 Bedrooms+2 Baths
2nd flr., approx 1,450sf.,
air conditioning, washer

and dryer in unit.
$2,800/Month

Call: 213/305-1346—————––– 
Best Deal in
Beverly Hills
Near Wilshire

2 Bd.+2 Ba. • $2,795
Spacious Unit,

Renovated Kitchen
& Bath.  A/C, hardwood
flrs, 1-prkg.  No Pets.

213/800-3825
MOVE-IN
SPECIAL!

—————–––
Santa Monica

Recently Remodeled
1 Bd. + 1 Ba. • $2,600
Sunny Top Floor Unit
Hardwood flrs., spa tub
w/ jets, stainless steel,
appliances, 1-car garage
w/ remote. Close to
beach, park, trans-

portation & shopping.
Call Melissa For Showing:

310/699-8155—————–––
BEVERLY HILLS
Charming & Large

1 Bdrm.+1 Bath
900sf., hrwd. flrs, stove,
fridge, a/c unit, blinds,
laundry facility & prkg.

$2,500/Month
• Water Paid •
310/968-3086
1/2 Block From

Beverly Vista  School.

Prime Beverly Hills
1/2 Block S. of Wilshire

• Light & Bright •
1 Bd.+1 Ba. apprx 750sf.
• Just Remodeled •
1ST flr, a/c unit, ceiling
fan, on-sight laundry.
Easy street parking.

$1,995/Mo. • No pets
310/435-2739

Close to Rodeo Dr.
& Roxbury Park.—————–––

BEVERLY HILLS
SINGLE

Updated & Bright
Large kitchen, stove,
fridge, hardwood flrs., 

a/c unit, balcony,
laundry facility, lots

of closet space, prkg.
$1,600/Month

310/276-2295
Cell: 310/892-6010—————–––

Classifi eds
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440
UNFURNISHED
APTS/CONDOS

88
ELDERLY CARE

• • New Year, New ViewNew Year, New View • •
The Residences of Sunset PlazaThe Residences of Sunset Plaza

1211 Sunset Plaza Drive1211 Sunset Plaza Drive

Central air, w/d in unit, 
fi replace, Garden tub, 
balcony, garage prkg., 

rooftop pool & spa.

2 Bed.+2 Bath
Spectacular Views!
Newly remodeled units w/
hrwd. fl rs, quartz counter-
tops+stainless appliances.

Starting From: $4,125Starting From: $4,125++ • 1,330-1,650sf.

For More Info. Call:

310-659-1211310-659-1211

Offi ce Space For LeaseOffi ce Space For Lease
Pico & Overland • 10680 W. Pico Bl.Pico & Overland • 10680 W. Pico Bl.

Next to Google’sNext to Google’s
New L.A. HeadquartersNew L.A. Headquarters

1 to 3 Year Terms Available.
500 Sq. Ft. & Up • Starting At: $1,350

Gross Lease with Janitorial Included.

For More Info.:  310-403-3616

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
LUXURIOUS

2 BDRM, 2 BATH
$2,800/MO.

FACING BURTON WAY

Totally remodeled with 
modern fixtures. New 
wood floors and granite 
counters throughout all 
amenities in kitchen and 
includes all appliances. 
Breakfast area. Huge bar, 
large closets, balconies, 
Berber carpet/ harwood 
foors and verticle blinds. 
Fireplace,  washer/ dryer 
included in laundry area. 
Secured building with 
at r ium and garden 
courtyard view. Choice 
location Near Beverly Center, 
Cedars- Sinai, Restaurants, 
Trader Joes, Etc. No Pets.

Shown By Appointment.
8544 BURTON WAY
Call 310/273-6770
or 213/444-8865
or 310/734-7263

MARCH 26, 2021

270
CONDOS
FOR SALE

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.

SPACIOUS &
LUXURIOUS

2 BDRM, 2 BATH
$3,300/MO.

FACING BURTON WAY

Totally remodeled with 
modern fixtures. New 
wood floors and granite 
counters throughout all 
amenities in kitchen and 
includes all appliances. 
Breakfast area. Huge bar, 
large closets, balconies, 
Berber carpet/ harwood 
foors and verticle blinds. 
Fireplace,  washer/ dryer 
included in laundry area. 
Secured building with 
at r ium and garden 
courtyard view. Choice 
location Near Beverly Center, 
Cedars- Sinai, Restaurants, 
Trader Joes, Etc. No Pets.
Shown By Appointment.
8544 BUTON WAY

Call 310/273-6770
or 213/444-8865
or 310/734-7263

440
UNFURNISHED
APTS/CONDOS

405
WANTED
TO RENT

1-BLOCK TO
CEDARS-SINAI
1 Bdrm.+1 Bath

Penthouse • $1,795
Hardwood flrs., central
air, balcony, stainless

steel appliances,
laundry facility, secured

building & parking.
Please Leave Message:

310/271-4207
Close to Everything!

We Would LikeWe Would Like
To Buy YourTo Buy Your
Home in TheHome in The

Beverly Hills FlatsBeverly Hills Flats

Please Call:Please Call:
213/820-2020213/820-2020

We Pay Referral Fee’sWe Pay Referral Fee’s!!

We WillWe Will
Pay Cash!Pay Cash!

270
CONDOS
FOR SALE

440
UNFURNISHED
APTS/CONDOS

Beverly Hills Condo
Spacious 2 Bd.+2 Ba.

Full Service Bldg.

Expansive, enclosed, private/

partially covered patio.

Valet, door-man, concierge,
pool, spa, gym, 24-hr
security, controlled gated
access.  $1,050,000
Patricia Skeriotis 
Sotheby’s Realty
310/508-0665

DRE  #01507690

GUESTHOUSE
FOR RENT 

IN PROMINENT
BEVERLY HILLS  90210

Just Minutes driving 
distance to Cedars 

Sinai and minutes to 
UCLA And Westwood. 
Private entry. Private 
Full bath, Laundry, 

Parking space avail-
able, air, heating. 

All Utilities included. 
Friendly and Safe 
neighborhood. No 
kitchen; Area with 

small fridge, plug in 
burner and toaster 

oven provided. Pantry 
and closets are spa-
cious. storage space 

available. Room 
furnished if desired. 
Couples are consid-
ered with some addi-
tional rent. Pets are 
welcome. 600sqft

$1900/MO.
Call 310/710-9721

Prime Beverly Hills
Boutique Bldg.
Adjacent toAdjacent to

Montage HotelMontage Hotel
on Canon Dr.on Canon Dr.

With reception, library
and kitchen access.

• 310/273-0136 •
Close to shops

and restaurants.

Large Offices Avail.
• Mini-Suite: 2-Offices+
Secretarial Space $5,000
or space can be split $2,500 each

• 16ft.x18ft. • $2,500
• 10ft.x16ft. • $1,500

Compassion & Sympathy 
Caregiver Provider

CNA/Caregiver Bonded and licensed

Live-in/live-out

(310) 699-0129 info@cscaregiver.com

Insured caregivers

A rating

Contact 

Dedicated to our client’s wellbeing, happiness, and 
cognitive retention 

Competitively Priced A rating
cognitive retention 

Competitively Priced 

Dedicated to our client’s wellbeing, happiness,
and cognitive retention.

Realty, Inc.

CENTURY CITY

$850,000 • 2+2 • 1st fl r
Remodeled w/ large
patio. Bedrooms on
opposite side of Living
Room for privacy.

Renovated corner unit.
Large private patio &
Beautiful kitchen+baths.

$825,000 • 2+2 • 1st fl r

DIANA COOK
468 N. Camden, BH 90210
2DianaCook@gmail.com
 310-344-0567

Own it!

$759,000 • 2+2 • 3rd fl r
1 of least expensive
2-Bdrms in Century
City w/ Italian marble
& cherry hrwd. flrs.

FULL SERVICE BLDGS.

DreamingDreaming
CaliforniaCalifornia

$999,000 • 2+Den • 7th fl r
Updated. Largest floor
plan. Corner with
2-terraces, views
of Century City &
Hollwood Hills.

240
OFFICES / STORES

FOR LEASE

303
WANTED TO
BUY HOUSES

BEVERLY HILLSBEVERLY HILLS
221 S. Doheny Dr.

• 3 Bd.+2 Ba.
• 2 Bd.+2 Ba.
• Lrg. 1 Bd.+1 Ba.

BEVERLY HILLS
218 S. Tower Dr.
~ SINGLE ~

~ 1 Bd.+1 Ba. ~

BEVERLY HILLSBEVERLY HILLS
GREAT LOCATION!
320 N. La Peer Dr.

2 Bd.+2 Ba.
2 Bd.+Den+2 Ba.

Old World Charm!
Bright, intercom entry,
fridge, stove, laundry fac.

323/651-2598

Hardwood flrs., central
air, pool, elevator,

on-site laundry,
intercom entry.

• 310/246-0290 •

Hrwd. flrs., huge closets,
built-in a/c, dishwasher, 
pool, controlled access, 
laundry facility.  No pets.

424/343-0015

F O RF O R
L E A S EL E A S E

BRENTWOOD
1 BDRM / 1BATH
Light and bright unit

with huge balcony. 

All appliances, laun-

dry facility & parking.

Contact Mike at 
310/801-3310

BEVERLY HILLS 
ADJACENT

918 S. BEDFORD
1 BEDROOM, 1 BATH

$1850/MO.
Light and bright unit
on the second floor.

Newly remodeled with
all new appliances.

Call 310/505-9560



Classifi eds

BeverlyHillsCourier.com

MARCH  26, 2021

ANTIQUES / JEWELRY
BUY & SELL

MARBLE
RESTORATION

GOLD  COASTGOLD  COAST
~~ MARBLE  MARBLE ~~

   
• Marble Polishing  

 • Sealing
 • Floor Restoration  
 • Grout Cleaning   

Call For Free Estimate:
• 818/348-3266 • 

• Cell: 818/422-9493 •
• Member of BBB •   

REAL ESTATE AGENTS/SELLERS,REAL ESTATE AGENTS/SELLERS,
PREP YOUR PROPERTYPREP YOUR PROPERTY..

IRON / WOOD
FENCE & GATES

ELECTRICIAN
www.

beverlyhillscourier
.com

Sergio’s & Ivan’sSergio’s & Ivan’s
General Construction IncGeneral Construction Inc

& Remodeling& Remodeling
ADU Garage Conversions,
Kitchen/Bath Complete

Remodeling, New Additions
+Blue Prints, Full Vacancy
Remodeling, New Plumbing,

Copper Re-Piping,
New Electrical Rewiring,
Painting, Flooring, Drywall
Carpentry & Much More.

1 Call Does It All 24/71 Call Does It All 24/7
Off: 323/296-1303
Cell: 323/496-4297
www.siwaterdamage.com
sergiodeguate@yahoo.com
State License “B” #985967
Fully Bonded & Insured

S & I Property S & I Property 
Damage SpecialistsDamage Specialists

Water Damage Restoration, 
Mold Removal, Sewage

Clean Up, Structure
Drying, Water Extraction

WANTED
CHANEL, HERMES, 

GUCCI, PRADA
EXOTIC SKINS,

 AND ALL HIGH-END 
DESIGNER 

HANDBAGS, 
CLOTHING AND
ACCESSORIES. 

NEW, USED 
OR VINTAGE.  

BUY/SELL/CONSIGN
TOP DOLLAR PAID

Call 310-289-9561

PAGE 19

CLOCK REPAIR

GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

REUPHOLSTERY
RESTORE ANTIQUES
MFC ANY TYPE 

FURNITURE
BUY & SELL

ANTIQUES & WATCHES
COMPLETE

WATCH REPAIR
ANTIQUE WATCHES 

& CLOCKS RESTORED
FREE ESTIMATES 
FREE PICK UP

40 YRS IN LA & BH
5TH AVENUE INT. 
323-375-8164

REUPHOLSTERY

TO ADVERTISE
IN OUR

SERVICE DIRECTORY

CALL 310.278.1322

468
FASHION 
WANTED

ANTIQUES / JEWELRY
BUY & SELL

 All Transactions Are Confidential
 Your Payment is Immediate

 Free Parking in Building
 You’re Safe With Us,

We Follow Covid Protocol
Established in 1980 • 310-276-1280
8730 Wilshire Blvd. Suite #530, B.H.

www.JackWeirAndSons.com

Intrinsic Beauty, Infinite Value   
If  you want to monetize your jewelry, 

we will buy it at full value.

WE BUY YOUR:

310-869-8994

WANTED:
women’s vintage clothing and
accessories (1890’s - 1990’s)
designer womenswear
(day and evening)
antique and ethnic: 
textiles/costume
costume jewelry 
and handbags

We buy any 
amount from 
one piece to 
entire estates!

Call to schedule an appointment

Attention...

Designer & Vintage    
   Clothing

SE
RV
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E 
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