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The Cheval Blanc Development 
Agreement Delivers Countless 
Benefi ts for Beverly Hills

In my role on the Beverly Hills City Council, I 
had the privilege of working with my colleague 
and then-Mayor Lili Bosse to lead the city’s 
team, which included expert attorneys in 
real estate development, expert land use 
attorneys and economists, that negotiated 
the Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills Development 
Agreement. This process led to unprece-
dented commitments to the city from LVMH, 
and I urge all Beverly Hills voters to vote 
YES on both Measures B and C.

Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills Is A Well-
Designed Project, Proposed At The Right 
Time, For The Right Place

As a matter of longstanding policy, our 

City Council considers new development 
proposals on their own merits, without any 

Vice Mayor Lester Friedman

GUEST EDITORIAL  

BY VICE MAYOR LESTER FRIEDMAN

See CHEVAL BLANC, page 15 See SIMMS/MANN, page 16

BY RYAN TOROK

Simms/Mann 
Family 
Foundation 
Rewards Nurses

Recently, Christopher Lee, a clinical nurse 
in the medical-surgical unit at UCLA Health, 
was called into the offi  ce of the hospital’s 
chief nursing executive, Karen Grimley. Once 
there, Grimley presented Lee with a letter 
and asked him to open it. Its contents left 
the healthcare professional utterly amazed.

“It told me I’d be the recipient of the 
Simms/Mann Family Foundation ‘Off  the 
Chart’ campaign award,” Lee said. “That, 
in itself, was shocking to me…I told Karen, 
‘I’m speechless. I’m usually more emotional 
than this, and I can’t get the words out.’”

Inaugural MADE in 
Beverly Hills Festival 
a Smashing Success

From May 4 to 7 the fi rst-ever MADE in Beverly 
Hills festival took over the city and brought 
its stunning estates and historic buildings 
to life like never before. 

The inaugural event drew a crowd of 

Mayor Dr. Julian Gold at City Hall Tower Tour

The California News Publishers Association 
(CNPA) has recognized the Beverly Hills 
Courier with one fi rst-place, two second-place 
and two third-place 2022 California Journalism 
Awards (CJA). The awards are given out by 
the publishing industry’s most prestigious 
professional organization for journalistic 
excellence. 

This marks the third year in a row that 
the Courier has earned awards from the 
CNPA, bringing the total number of awards 
to 14. 

This year, CNPA received a record 
number of more than 3,100 entries, with 
eligible stories published in the calendar 
year 2022. 

Executive Editor Ana Figueroa gar-
nered a fi rst-place award in the category of 
“Writing” for her look at the architectural 
masterpiece now gracing the campus of the 
largest synagogue in Los Angeles. The piece, 
entitled “The New Audrey Irmas Pavilion 
Illuminates Wilshire Boulevard Temple” 
appeared in the Courier’s April 8, 2022 issue. 

As the comments from the judges elo-
quently noted, “This piece is a cut above

Courier Wins 
Five More 
Awards 
BY LISA FRIEDMAN BLOCH

around 3,000 attendees, who explored the 
city’s architectural treasure trove through 
guided tours, expert talks, cocktail events 
and more. 

The festival was a collaboration between 
the city and the creators of Palm Springs 

Photo courtesy city of Beverly Hills

See MADE, page 17 See COURIER WINS, page 12
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NOW - MAY 14
ICA LA: “MILFORD GRAVES: 
FUNDAMENTAL FREQUENCY”
WED., FRI. 12-6 P.M.
THURS. 12-7 P.M.
SAT., SUN. 11-6 P.M.
The Institute of Contemporary Art, 
Los Angeles presents “Fundamental 
Frequency,” a show committed to the life 
and work of the late interdisciplinary artist 
Milford Graves. Graves’ work spanned 
music, medicine, movement, and art that 
explored the cosmic relationship between 
rhythms and the universe. Graves was 
best known as a percussionist but also 
trained as a cardiac technician to better 
understand the connection between the 
drum beat and the heartbeat. Featured 
works include films, photographs, and 
archival documents of the artist’s 
performances, a selection of assemblage 
sculptures, and more. Admission is free. 
ICA LA is located at 1717 E. 7th St., Los 
Angeles. 
theicala.org

NOW - MAY 14
VIBRATO GRILL JAZZ: TASHA TAYLOR, 
TONY GUERRERO QUINTET FEAT. LIA 
BOOTH, AND TERRY STEELE
Vibrato Grill Jazz presents three shows 
from May 12-14. On May 12 Tasha Taylor, 
daughter of Blues legend Johnny Taylor 

Malcolm. The Pasadena Playhouse is 
located at 39 S. El Molino Ave., Pasadena. 
Tickets start at $39. 
pasadenaplayhouse.org

MAY 18
BOURBON AND BADGES - BEVERLY 
HILLS POLICE OFFICERS 
BENEVOLENT FUND
5:30-7:30 P.M.
The Beverly Hills Police Officers 
Benevolent Fund will hold the inaugural 

“Bourbon and Badges” event on May 
18 on the beautiful Rooftop Terrace at 
L’Ermitage Beverly Hills. Guests can 
expect a curated selection of Woodinville 
Bourbon paired with light bites. Proceeds 
will benefit the Beverly Hills Police Officers 
Benevolent Fund. Limited tickets are 
available. Must be 21+ to attend. Tickets are 
available online. L’Ermitage Beverly Hills 
is located at 9291 Burton Way, Beverly Hills. 
For more information, call 310-550-4552. 
bourbonbadges.givesmart.com

MAY 18 - JUNE 18
THEATRE 40: “THE REVOLUTIONISTS”
THURS.-SAT. 7:30 P.M.
SUN. 2:00 P.M.
Theatre 40 presents “The Revolutionists,’ 
written by Lauren Gunderson and directed 
by Melanie MacQueen. The play features 
four beautiful, badass women who lose 

their heads in this irreverent, girl-powered 
comedy set during the French Revolution’s 
Reign of Terror. Playwright Olympe 
de Gouges, assassin Charlotte Corday, 
former queen (and fan of ribbons) Marie 
Antoinette, and Haitian rebel Marianne 
Angelle hang out, murder Marat, and 
try to beat back the extremist insanity in 
1793 Paris. Tickets are $38. Theatre 40 is 
located at 241 S. Moreno Dr., Beverly Hills. 
theatre40.org

MAY 26
WALLIS ANNENBERG PETSPACE: 

“STAND UP FOR PUPS”
7-9 P.M.
Wallis Annenberg Petspace welcomes 
comedians J.D. Witherspoon, Jay 
Washington, Shea Freeman, Valerie Tosi, 
and Chris Greene, alongside host Caitlin 
Benson and DJ VFRESH for “Stand Up for 
Pups.” Doors open at 6:30 p.m. A DJ set 
and adoptable animals are featured from 7 
to 8 p.m. Comedy begins at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $20 for general admission, $25 for 
table seating. All tickets include two drinks. 
A portion of ticket sales will go towards the 
PetSpace Extraordinary Care Fund, which 
supports PetSpace’s work with the most 
vulnerable animals in the shelter system: 
those who face significant medical needs 
that serve as barriers to adoption.
annenberpetspace.org

and BMA Award Winner for Best R&B 
Vocalist and Blues Performer, performs. 
On May 13, the Tony Guerrero Quintet 
featuring Lia Booth on vocals plays 
straight ahead jazz and vocals. Both acts 
have shows at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. Cover 
is $25 for each performance. On May 14, 
Terry Steele is set to sing Luther Vandross 
as a Mother’s Day celebration. Steele goes 
on at 6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. Cover for this 
show is $40.  Reservations are available 
online. 
vibratogrilljazz.com

NOW - MAY 28
PASADENA PLAYHOUSE: “LITTLE 
NIGHT MUSIC”
TUES.-FRI. 8 P.M.
SAT. 2 P.M., 7 P.M., SUN. 2 P.M., 7 P.M.
Pasadena Playhouse presents the 50th 
anniversary production of “A Little Night 
Music.” It is the second in the playhouse’s 
six-month celebration of the works and 
impact of Stephen Sondheim. The show is 
based on the book by Hugh Wheeler, with 
music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, 
and starring Merle Dandrige, Michael 
Hayden, and Jodi Long. The story of “A 
Little Night Music” explores the tangled 
web of affairs centered around actress 
Desirée Armfeldt (Dandridge), and the 
men who love her: a lawyer, Fredrik 
Egerman, and Count Carl-Magnus 
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Horvath Addresses Rotary Club 
of Beverly Hills

School Board Approves Hiring 
of Drew Stewart as New
BHHS Principal

The Rotary Club of Beverly Hills welcomed Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Lindsey Horvath 
to the podium last week. Horvath, a member 
of the Beverly Hills club, began the May 8 
luncheon address by thanking those in the 
audience who supported her journey from 
West Hollywood City Councilmember to the 
powerful Board of Supervisors. Last November, 
Horvath narrowly defeated former state Sen. 
Bob Hertzberg in a race that attracted state-
wide attention. 

Horvath began her speech on a popular 
note, the transfer of the historic Virginia 
Robinson Gardens from the county to local 
stewardship by the city. Horvath’s eff orts to 
obtain that result were acknowledged with 
applause. 

Then, it was time to move to pressing 
county business, which Horvath addressed 
in her trademark rapid clip. Topics ranged 
from the crisis of the unhoused to mass trans-
portation to clean water to the frayed social 
safety net. 

Horvath described as a “whirlwind” the 
transition from a city of 36,000 people to a 
Supervisorial District of 2 million. She had 
only nine days between the time she was 
declared a winner of the race to her swear-
ing-in ceremony. In the fi ve months since 
then, she has fully staff ed up and proceeded 
to make her mark. 

One of her fi rst orders of business as a 
new Supervisor was to bring forth a motion 
declaring a state of emergency on homeless-
ness in the county. 

“I came to the county and I thought, ‘how 
can the city (of LA) be in a state of emer-
gency and the county is not?’ When we look 
throughout the county, we need to make sure 
we are stepping up on mental health. We 
need to ensure not only housing, but wrap-
around services that people count on, and 
most importantly, that the county is working 
in partnership with the city of LA and every 
community that has been impacted by this 
crisis.”

Coming from local government, Horvath 
had a “bit of insight” into what worked well 
and what did not when it comes to the 
unhoused. She appointed herself to the 
board of LAHSA, the Los Angeles Homeless 
Services Authority, to make sure that “there 
is no bureaucracy between myself and where 
those decisions are being made.” 

As part of the declaration of emergency, 
Horvath said the county will be focused on 
housing and encampment resolution. It will 
also launch a program to address mental 
health and substance use disorder services 
as well as report on where Measure H dollars 
are being spent. 

“Measure H passed in 2018, and what 
good has it done? It feels like homelessness 
is getting worse, not better,” said Horvath. 

Horvath then moved on to the topic of 
investing in county facilities. She touched 
upon the impacts of public safety realignment 
resulting from AB 109. Specifi cally, the fact 
that that county must now house people who 
were once part of the state corrections system. 

“In 2015, the LA County Jails signed a con-
sent decree with the Department of Justice to 
address human rights abuses there. In 2018, 
the Board of Supervisors voted to shut down 
Men’s Central Jail, but that is yet to occur,” 
noted Horvath.

She added that she recently visited that 
controversial facility with an envoy from the 
United Nations to “look at what’s actually 
going on there.”

The governance of LA County overall is 
another issue Horvath has in her sights. 

For one thing, she believes it is important 
to study whether the number of seats on the 
Board of Supervisors should be expanded. 

“Five people for more than 10 million 
residents is quite unique. Making sure we 
have the kind of access and resources that 
everyone in LA County needs is very impor-
tant to me,” she said. 

Not surprisingly, she is also championing 
the free fl ow of ideas amongst the local com-
munities she now represents. 

The Beverly Hills Unifi ed School District 
(BHUSD) Board of Education unanimously 
approved the appointment of Drew Stewart 
as the next principal of Beverly Hills High 
School.

“I have worked with Mr. Stewart since 
2017 when he was a teacher at Beverly Hills 
High School,” Superintendent Dr. Michael 
Bregy said in a statement. “Shortly thereafter 
he was appointed Assistant Principal and 
most recently, co-principal. Over the past 
six years, he has demonstrated exemplary 

leadership qualities, an unwavering com-
mitment to our community, and above all 
he has built a foundation of trust through 
genuine relationships with students, staff , 
and parents…there is no better candidate 
to helm Beverly Hills High School.” 

The school board and superintendent 
worked together closely to identify Stewart 
as the high school’s next principal. Stewart, 
who will assume the position in July, holds 
a master’s degree in education, teaching 
and learning from Point Loma Nazarene 
University and a bachelor’s degree in politi-
cal Science from the University of California, 
San Diego. 

For the 2022-2023 school year, Stewart, 
along with Kim Decatrel, were named 
interim co-principals after former Principal 
Mark Mead became the school district’s 
director of safety. 

Stewart’s appointment is the culmina-
tion of a year-long and “rigorous” search 
and vetting process, according to Bregy. 
A consulting fi rm, community members, 
alumni, parents, staff  and board leadership 
were involved. 

The school board announced his hiring 
during a two-hour meeting on May 9, with 

Photo by Gaby Alexander
Rotary Club of Beverly Hills President JR Dzubak and Horvath at the May 8 luncheon

BY ANA FIGUEROA

BY RYAN TOROK

See HORVATH, page 19

New BHHS Principal Drew Stewart 

See SCHOOL BOARD, page 11

Mayor Dr. Julian Gold Addresses 
Inaugural 'Offi  ce Hours'

The inaugural “Offi  ce Hours with Doctor 
Gold,” a monthly virtual event providing 
Beverly Hills residents with the opportunity 
to engage Mayor Dr. Julian Gold on city issues, 
drew approximately 30 participants.

During the online discussion, local 
business owner Tara Riceberg asked about 
the pro-Trump demonstrations held on 
Saturdays at Beverly Gardens Park. She’d 
like them moved to Sundays as they’re 
disrupting the busiest shopping day of the 
week. What can be done?

Beverly Hills resident Daniel Batista said 
he’s seen the tents on San Vicente Boulevard, 
just like everyone else has. “Is the city enter-
ing into any regional partnerships to address 
the situation?” he asked.

Dressed in a suit and tie and seated 
comfortably behind his desk, Gold, who 
was named mayor in April, listened closely 
to the questions, then provided thoughtful, 
detailed responses. He agreed with Riceberg 
that the weekly demonstrations likely dis-
turb business owners on Canon Drive, but 
there wasn’t much the city could do because 
of free speech.

As for the encampments, Gold off ered 

background on the situation on San Vicente. 
He recently had a meeting with Los Angeles 
Mayor Karen Bass and City Councilmember 
Katy Yaroslavsky, he said, where he told 
the Los Angeles leaders that if it’s a matter 
of securing funding for housing, the city 
of Beverly Hills was happy to partner with 
them. 

Solving the homeless problem will 
require regional cooperation, Gold said. 

“We’ve been accused of pushing them 
[the unhoused] in that direction, and that’s 
not true,” Gold said during the “Office 
Hours” Zoom. “This is a problem we’re not 
going to be able to avoid, nor should we.”

This was the fi rst “Offi  ce Hours with 
Doctor Gold”—a “monthly check-up,” Gold 
said in a video promoting the program. 
Providing access to the recently appointed 
mayor, the event underscored an eff ort by 
Gold to connect directly with residents about 
what is and isn’t working for them in the city.

“We want an engaged population,” Gold 
told the Courier afterwards. “I thought it 
was worthwhile to try this.”

The recent one-hour meeting was held 
on May 9 from 7-8 p.m. During that time, 
Gold provided an update on news from city 

BY RYAN TOROK

See 'OFFICE HOURS,' page 11
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Community

Photo by Vince Bucci

Photo courtesy Stefanie Keenan/Getty Images for The Colleagues

Annenberg and Philbin at the Women’s Guild Cedars-Sinai event

Pictured at the Colleagues Spring Luncheon 2023 are (from left): Mariska Hargitay, Sharon 
Gless, The Colleagues President Bridget Gless Keller, and Anne Johnson

The Women’s Guild Cedars-Sinai held their Spring Luncheon and Fashion Show presented 
by Neiman Marcus and Catherine Bloom at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel. Ann Philbin, direc-
tor of the Hammer Museum at UCLA presented Wallis Annenberg with the Humanitarian 
Award for her decades long philanthropic work with the Annenberg Foundation. For 60 
plus years, Women’s Guild has supported world-class healthcare through research and 
innovation raising over $70 million to support Cedar Sinai’s critical work.

A group of Young Professionals gathered at Via Alloro on May 10 for a lively evening in 
support of “Yes on Measures B&C,” the campaign to uphold the city’s approval of the 
Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills hotel project.

The Colleagues Spring Luncheon and Oscar de la Renta fashion show was held April 25 at 
the Beverly Hilton Hotel. Mariska Hargitay was presented with the Champion of Children 
Award by Colleagues President Bridget Gless Keller, along with a $400,000 donation to 
Hargitay’s Joyful Heart Foundation. Hosted by Ali Wentworth, the luncheon raised $900,000 
with donations made to several Los Angeles charities. Since 1950, the Colleagues have 
donated over $40 million to charities in our community

Beverly Hills Courier Publisher John Bendheim met with former Chairman of the Federal 
Reserve and 2022 Nobel Prize winner in Economic Sciences Ben S. Bernanke and his wife 
Anna recently at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel.

The Women’s Guild Cedars-Sinai 
Holds Spring Luncheon

Young Professionals Gather for 
Yes on Measures B&C Event at 
Via Alloro

Mariska Hargitay Honored at 
Colleagues Spring Luncheon

Bendheim and Bernanke Meet 
in Beverly Hills



MAY 12, 2023 PAGE 7



Arts & Entertainment

‘What’s Love Got to Do with It’ - Sign On the Dotted Line

BY NEELY SWANSON
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Shekhar Kapur, the director, and Jemima 
Khan, the writer, have given us a smorgasbord 
of insight into love, chemistry, compatibil-
ity and the possibility that life is a slowly 
blossoming flower in “What’s Love Got to 
Do with It?” The questions raised are more 
slyly deceptive than initially meet the eye. 

Zoe and Kaz are next-door neighbors 
in London and lifelong best friends; she, a 
documentary filmmaker of varying degrees 
of success, and he, a successful physician. 
Zoe and Kaz have endless discussions about 
their unsuccessful journeys into the dating 
world. She’s been swiping right for quite 
some time and always somehow ends up 
with Mr. Wrong or Mr. Unavailable. He has 
given up on the dating scene and has decided 
on a radical path. Pakistani by heritage, he 
will go the route of the arranged, or as the 
matchmakers are wont to call it, assisted 
marriage. Presented with an array of eligi-
ble Muslim women, his parents alight on 
what they think will be his perfect partner. 
Meeting for the first time on FaceTime, Kaz 
is smitten. She’s a beautiful, demure young 
law student in Pakistan who is willing to 
relocate to London. Ecstatic, his family 
begins plotting the trip to Lahore and the 
extravagant wedding that will suit both sides.

Zoe, perplexed, is less than enthusiastic 
to lose her best friend to such a venture. 
Still, it’s lemonade out of lemons time and 
she approaches her producers about turning 
this quest and wedding into her next doc-
umentary. What a great story this cultural 
narrative could be. His parents, reluctant at 
first, agree to let Zoe film the preparations 
and the ceremony. She and her mother 

would have been invited in any case, so this 
is just an added piece of baggage.

Zoe, whose personal romantic adven-
tures have been much less than successful, 
interviews other couples who have been 
“assisted” and is surprised by what she finds. 
As Mrs. Khan, Aisha, and Kaz’s grandmother, 
the blunt-spoken and prescient Nani Jan, all 
the products of long-lasting assisted mar-
riages, reiterate, “you run into like and walk 
into love.”

Zoe’s mother Cath has been dismayed 
at Zoe’s lack of success in the dating world. 
Her daughter is smart, beautiful and accom-
plished but thoroughly unappreciated by the 
men who have passed through, all ultimately 
disrespectful of who she is. Yes, they’re 
smitten by her beauty but little else. But 
then, these are the men that Zoe has delib-
erately chosen—bad boys all, and most are 
unavailable in the long run. Maybe there’s 
something to Kaz’s thinking. Maybe she’d 
have better luck if someone else, like her 
mother, chose for her. 

Cath has just the man in mind: her hand-
some, smart, delightful veterinarian. On first 
meeting, Zoe’s unimpressed with James. She 
runs to unavailable renegades and James 
is not of that ilk. But on further reflection, 
especially after attending Kaz’s traditional 
wedding to a stranger, for what else could 
you call her, she decides that there may 
actually be something to having someone 
else do the choosing and she starts seeing 
James. Yes, she likes him but there’s no spark 
for her, even if James feels one. They’ve got 
the “like” but it seems unlikely they’ll, or 
rather she’ll ever get to the “love.”

Meanwhile, Kaz’s path has taken a sharp 
left turn when he discovers that Maymouna 

Photos courtesy

love (disastrously I might add) and refused 
the matchmaker her parents put forward. 
She got her way, but her father’s pointed 
words were “He’ll be unfaithful.” The only 
one of the eight to have married for love, she 
was the most miserable. She loved him until 
he died but as her father had predicted, he 
was serially unfaithful until the end.

Screenwriter Jemima Khan tapped into 
personal experience when she conceived 
of this idea. No, her marriage at the ripe 
young age of 20 was for love but it did take 
her from London to Pakistan with her hus-
band and gave her the opportunity to closely 

has a hidden life. The indications were there 
that the prospective bride might not be all 
that the Khans believed her to be; but Nani 
Jan saw the signs. Kaz took this path, in 
some ways, to ease his parents’ concerns. 
His younger sister married for love outside 
the faith and has been cut off by the rest 
of the family. But to go any farther would 
be to diminish the pleasure of discovery, 
even if that path is foreordained and not 
particularly surprising. 

Much of this story resonated with 
me personally. My grandmother was the 
spoiled, youngest sibling of eight. She fell in 

Shazad Latif and Lily James 
Photos courtesy of Roger Viglasky / (c) 2022 StudioCanal SAS and Shout! Studios. All rights reserved.

Asim Chaudhry



Neely Swanson spent most of her professional career in the television 
industry, almost all of it working for David E. Kelley. In her last full-time 
position as Executive Vice President of Development, she reviewed 
writer submissions and targeted content for adaptation. As she has 
often said, she did book reports for a living. For several years she was 
a freelance writer for “Written By,” the magazine of the WGA West and 

was adjunct faculty at USC in the writing division of the School of Cinematic Arts. Neely 
has been writing film and television reviews for the “Easy Reader” for more than 10 years. 
Her past reviews can be read on Rotten Tomatoes where she is a tomato-approved critic. 
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observe the “assisted” marriages in her new 
social circle. It was not what she assumed 
and she grew to appreciate the philosophy 
that though they may not have started with 
love, many ended up with it. As she noted, 
this was a “simmer then boil” philosophy. 
As she is quick to point out, she and her 
now ex-husband were the only love-first 
marriage in his family history. Theirs was 
also the only divorce.

Although the premise Jemima discov-
ered from her new friends in Pakistan was 
that compatibility was more valuable than 
chemistry, the film would seem to give lie to 

that premise. Certainly, on paper, Kaz and 
Maymouna would seem to have a great deal 
in common. It was important that he valued 
intelligence, but her beauty was a significant 
aspect of her appeal. But do only surface 
commonalities constitute compatibility? 
Who, in modern-day culture, does this kind 
of arrangement suit? The cultural differences 
between a London-born son of Pakistani 
immigrants and a seemingly demure young 
woman from that country might, in reality, 
be insurmountable if properly examined. In 
the end, however, it wasn’t cultural differ-
ences that undermined their relationship, 

but truth in packaging. Interestingly, how 
much difference is there in the modern-day 
dating app Tinder where you swipe right, 
or websites such as Match.com from old-
school matchmakers? Granted, swiping right 
is generally not as related to substantive 
issues as it is to physical traits, but isn’t that 
a fundamental basis for any kind of match-
making? Does the fact that it is someone else 
swiping right for you constitute better odds? 

Acclaimed director Shekhar Kapur 
(“Bandit Queen,” “Elizabeth”) keeps things 
moving at a very fast, engaging pace. The 
scenes are set up for maximum impact with 
the camera lovingly focused on intimate con-
versations as well as raucous party scenes. 
His style elevated the story and added depth. 
The cinematography by Remi Adelfarasin 
(“Elizabeth”) is lush, making use of available 
light and the colorful settings. 

But it is the casting that really shines 
with Jeff Mirza as Zahid, an always sympa-
thetic lead who is the perfect counterpart to 
Zoe, played by the lovely Lily James. Their 
chemistry comes naturally because they are 
longtime close friends. James has shown 
her versatility in films as wide-ranging as 
“Cinderella,” “Downton Abbey” and the 
recent mini-series “Pam & Tommy.” Here 
she is aggressive, demure and suitably con-
flicted. She is a pleasure to watch. 

I would be remiss in neglecting the three 
standout supporting actors that give this film 
some of its oomph. Asim Chaudhry is the 
matchmaker who seems to channel Tony 

Robbins pitching “Awaken the Giant Within.” 
Pakiza Baig as Nani Jan is sly, observant and 
trenchantly funny. Remarkably, this was her 
first foray into acting. 

And then there’s Emma Thompson as 
Cath, Zoe’s mother. I would be lying if I said 
her performance wasn’t over the top. It is and 
it could have used a little more subtlety. But 
at the end of the day, it’s Emma Thompson, 
and even too much Emma Thompson is 
never enough. You’ll wince occasionally, 
but getting to see her in traditional Pakistani 
dress dancing Bollywood style with the girls 
at the wedding is a hoot not to be missed. 
She never loses the empathy factor and in 
her own way she is one of the important 
anchors of the film. 

Is this great art? No. But its qualities 
lie elsewhere. The portrayal of the society 
into which Kaz was born and into which his 
parents would like him to stay is respectful 
but is also careful to address the limitations 
faced in a cross-cultural and modern society 
that emphasizes choice while respecting 
tradition. When they clash…it’s that eternal 
generational divide.

Too often the obvious takes precedence 
over the understated, to the detriment of the 
overall story. Still, it’s a fast-paced rom-com 
with a preordained ending that I enjoyed 
and think you will too.

Opening May 5 at the Monica Film Center 
and other Laemmle theaters around Los 
Angeles. 

Emma Thompson and Lily James

Shazad Latif and Lily James
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     NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The City Council of the City of Beverly Hills, at its regular meeting to 
be held on Tuesday, May 16, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter 
as the matter may be heard, in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 455 
N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90210, will hold a public hearing to 
consider adoption of:

The City Council will consider a resolution which will increase certain fees 
and service charges that are charged to the public for the various activ-
ities and services as set forth in the schedule for fiscal year 2023-2024. 
In some cases, fees are proposed for an adjustment by 6.0% based on the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) for November 2022 to reflect the increase in 
the City’s costs. In other cases, new fees are proposed to be established or 
existing fees to be adjusted to reflect a more equitable distribution of costs, 
or a change in service level. Most fees would become effective on July 1, 
2023. Certain planning, building, development and engineering fees will 
become effective July 15, 2023, while some taxes, vegetation management 
program, multi- family residential inspection, non-high rise commercial 
inspections will become effective January 1, 2024.

At the public hearing, the City Council will hear and consider all com-
ments. All interested persons are invited to attend and speak or provide 
written comments on this matter.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Members of the public may participate in the meeting by attending in-per-
son or telephonically; and may view the meeting through live webcast or 
BHTV Channel 10 on Spectrum Cable.

To submit Audio/Oral comments during the hearing call: (310) 288-2288, 
to submit written comments please email: cityclerk@beverlyhills.org, to 
submit video comments (during public comment only) use http://beverlyhills.
org/comment. To Watch Video Live use http://beverlyhills.org/live or 
On-Demand use http://beverlyhills.org/citycouncilmeetings. 

It is recommended that public written comments be submitted to the City 
Clerk’s office by 12:00 p.m. on the meeting date. Public comments will 
also be taken during the meeting when the topic is being reviewed by City 
Council. Written comments should identify the Agenda Item Number or 
Topic in the subject line of the email. In order to be read at the meeting, 
written comments will be allowed with a maximum of 350 words, which 
corresponds to approximately 3 minutes of speaking time. 

If a comment is received after the agenda item is heard, it will not be a 
part of the record. Public comment via video conference will be 3 min-
utes per each individual comment, subject to the City Council discretion. 
In-person speaker cards may be submitted to the City Clerk directly 
during the meeting. 

According to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge the 
Council’s action in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues 
you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, 
or in written correspondence delivered to the City, either at or prior to the 
public hearing.

In-Person Participation:
Please be advised that pre-entry metal detector screening requirements are 
now in place at City Hall. Members of the public are requested to plan visits 
accordingly. 

All interested persons are invited to attend and speak on this matter in 
person. Please see the above information on the location and time of this 
meeting. 

The proposed Resolution will be available on the City website. For addi-
tional background information on the fees or if there are any questions 
regarding this notice, please contact the Finance Department’s Revenue 
Division at (310) 285-2406, or by email at revenue@beverlyhills.org. 

HUMA AHMED
City Clerk

If you are an individual with a disability and need a reasonable mod-
ification or accommodation pursuant to the Americans with Disability 
Act (“ADA”) please contact (310) 285-2400 or (310) 285-6881 (TTY) 
preferably 24-hours prior to the meeting for assistance.

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BEVERLY HILLSAMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE 
SCHEDULE OF TAXES, FEES AND CHARGES FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR 2023-2024

     NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

The Council of the City of Beverly Hills, at its regular meeting to be held on 
Tuesday, June 6, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter may 
be heard, in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 455 N. Rexford Drive, Beverly 
Hills, CA 90210, will hold a public hearing to consider:

The proposed Ordinance would amend the Beverly Hills Municipal Code to add 
surface parking lots, film production staging, construction staging and related 
storage of materials and partial assembly of temporary model building compo-
nents, and temporary construction offices and related structures as conditionally 
permitted uses within the City’s T-1 and T-2 Transportation Zones. The establish-
ment of such uses would require the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 
by the Planning Commission. The proposed Ordinance is related to a request for 
a Conditional Use Permit to allow for temporary uses consisting of construction 
parking and the staging of construction materials and temporary offices at 9900 
North Santa Monica Boulevard (the “project site”), associated with the construc-
tion of the One Beverly Hills project located to the north of the project site. The 
Planning Commission considered this ordinance at its meeting on March 23, 2023, 
at which time it recommended that the City Council adopt the amendments. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
The proposed Ordinance has been assessed in accordance with the authority and 
criteria contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Public 
Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.), the State CEQA Guidelines (California 
Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15000 et seq.), and the environmental 
regulations of the City.  Upon review, the Ordinance appears to qualify a Class 5 
Categorical Exemption (Minor Alteration in Land Use Limitations) in accordance 
with the requirements of Sections 15305 of the state CEQA Guidelines. Accordingly, 
the City Council will consider a recommendation to find the project categorically 
exempt from further environmental review under CEQA pursuant to Section 15305 
of the Guidelines. The Class 5 exemption is applicable to projects consisting of 
minor alterations in land use limitations in areas with an average slope of less than 
20%, which do not result in any changes in land use or density. Therefore, the City 
Council may find the project exempt from further review under CEQA.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Members of the public may participate in the meeting by attending in-person or tele-
phonically; and may view the meeting through live webcast or BHTV Channel 10 
on Spectrum Cable. To submit Audio/Oral comments during the hearing call: (310) 
288-2288, to submit written comments please email: cityclerk@beverlyhills.org, to 
submit video comments (during public comment only) use http://beverlyhills.org/
comment. To Watch Video Live use http://beverlyhills.org/live or On-Demand use 
http://beverlyhills.org/citycouncilmeetings. In-Person comments can be submitted 
with a speaker card to the City Clerk at the meeting.

It is recommended that public written comments be submitted to the City Clerk’s 
office by 12:00 p.m. on the meeting date. Public comments will also be taken 
during the meeting when the topic is being reviewed by the City Council. Written 
comments should identify the Agenda Item Number or Topic in the subject line 
of the email. In order to be read at the meeting, written comments will be allowed 
with a maximum of 350 words, which corresponds to approximately 3 minutes of 
speaking time. If a comment is received after the agenda item is heard, it will not 
be a part of the record. Public comment via video conference will be 3 minutes 
per each individual comment, subject to City Council discretion. Any interested 
person may participate in the meeting and be heard or present written comments to 
the City Council. According to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge 
the Council’s action in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you 
or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written 
correspondence delivered to the City, either at or prior to the public hearing.

In Person Participation:
Please be advised that pre-entry metal detector screening requirements are now in 
place at City Hall. Members of the public are requested to plan visits accordingly. 
All interested persons are invited to attend and speak on this matter in person. 
Please see the above information on the location and time of this meeting.

If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Edgar Arroyo, 
Senior Planner in the Planning Division at (310) 285-1138, or by email at 
earroyo@beverlyhills.org.  Please also contact us to add your email to the inter-
ested parties list for this ordinance, so that important updates and notifications 
may be sent to you.

HUMA AHMED
City Clerk

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Beverly Hills will make reasonable 
efforts to accommodate persons with disabilities. If you require special assistance, please call 
(310) 285-2400 (voice) or (310) 285-6881 (TTY). Providing at least forty-eight (48) hours advance 
notice will help to ensure availability of services. City Hall, including the Council Chamber and 
Room 280A, is wheelchair accessible. The City Hall Council Chamber and Room 280A are also 
equipped with audio equipment for the hearing

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS AMENDING 
TITLE 10, CHAPTER 3, ARTICLE 23 OF BEVERLY HILLS 
MUNICIPAL CODE ESTABLISHING A LIST OF CONDITIONALLY 
PERMITTED USES FOR PROPERTIES LOCATED IN THE T-1 
AND T-2 TRANSPORTATION ZONES
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Board President Noah Margo calling it a 
“celebratory” moment. 

“We are so pleased to have Mr. Drew 
Stewart joining our administration team 
with his terrifi c staff ,” Margo said. 

The latest school board meeting began 
on a more somber note, however, as the 
board president led a moment of silence 
commemorating schoolgirls in Iran who 
were victimized by a mass poisoning. 

With the bulk of the meeting focused on 
the work of school faculty and students, the 
board approved proclaiming the week of May 
7-13 as “National PTA Teacher Appreciation 
Week.” The week is set aside to honor the 
district’s outstanding teaching staff .

The board also approved the procla-
mation of “Classified School Employee 
Appreciation Week” from May 21-27, a week 
set aside to recognize secretaries, clerks, 
instructional assistants, custodians and 
other support service employees. 

“We have a deep debt of gratitude to 
you for all the passion and care you give our 
children,” Board Member and Clerk Mary 
Wells said. “So, thank you very much.”

During the “Student Spotlight” seg-
ment, the board recognized seventh-grader 
Simon Johnson, highlighting his achieve-
ments in cross country. Johnson, a BHUSD 
faculty member said, can run a mile in 
approximately six minutes—no small feat. 
Additionally, the board celebrated eighth 

grader Iana Ahn, who was named an inter-
national Tae Kwon Do champion.

“It looks like we have half of the Justice 
League in our room right now,” Margo joked.

Beverly Vista Middle School social 
studies teacher April Silva delivered a 
thorough presentation on Claim, Evidence 
and Reasoning (CER) writing and how it 
is being incorporated into curriculums 
at Beverly Vista Middle School. Its imple-
mentation has led to higher-quality writing 
among students, according to Beverly Vista 
instructors. Students, meanwhile, said CER 
has improved their critical thinking skills.

The recurring “Now Noah Knows” por-
tion of the meeting, a prerecorded video 
with Margo, featured Beverly Vista history 
teacher Marissa Long.

Midway through the meeting, the board 
unanimously approved the purchase of two 
educational services products, i-Ready, 
which provides data about the instruc-
tional needs of students, along with NEWA’s 
Measure of Academic Progress, an assess-
ment tool for determining achievement and 
growth in K-12 math, reading, language usage 
and science.

The cost of i-Ready is $56,213, and 
the cost of NEWA’s Measure of Academic 
Progress is $56,277. 

In connection with the ongoing construc-
tion projects of several BHUSD facilities, 
including the high school and El Rodeo 
Elementary School, the school board 

approved an amendment increasing the 
project budget by $810,000, through the 
end of fi scal year 2024-2025, for construc-
tion work performed by Sandy Pringle 
Associates, a Division of State Architect 
inspection services fi rm. The fee will be 
paid out of Measure BH.

Bregy, meanwhile, gave an update on the 
district’s strategic plan, and Wells provided 
a preview of upcoming programs and events 
in the district. She spoke of, among other 
things, May being Mental Health Awareness 
Month.

In concluding remarks, Margo said 
he was heartened by the latest meeting’s 
emphasis on issues happening inside of the 
district’s schools.

“I was very proud of us tonight,” the 
school board president said. “We spent over 
an hour on kids, teachers and education. 
When the board is focused on those things in 
their work, it refl ects back into the schools in 
the communities, so I applaud my colleagues 
tonight in indulging in our collective focus 
on education and what’s going on in our 
schools.” 

SCHOOL BOARD, from page 4

hall, then opened the meeting for attendees 
to ask questions and share what they liked—or 
don’t like—about Beverly Hills. 

An attendee asked if the city was contin-
uing a plan to create a metaverse of Rodeo 
Drive.

“It could happen,” Gold said, “but it’s 
progressing pretty slowly.”

Speaking about the policing of the two 
forthcoming Beverly Hills Metro stops at 
Wilshire/La Cienega and Wilshire/Rodeo, 
Gold said city leadership is currently having 
discussions about hiring additional offi  cers 
that would be tasked with patrolling the 
stations. 

Gold took the opportunity to discuss 
two issues that are of importance to his 
agenda: increasing the city’s water supply 
and expanding its public health programs. 

The Nurse Practitioner Program allows 
the city’s most vulnerable residents to 
receive urgent medical care without having 
to be transported to a hospital. Gold said he’s 
pleased with the model of the city’s nurse 
practitioners and fi refi ghter paramedics 
collaborating with primary care providers 
to optimize long-term health and wellness.

In fact, other cities were envious of the 
Beverly Hills Nurse Practitioner Program, 
Gold said.

Meanwhile, discussing the water sit-
uation, Gold explained the city provides 
for about 20% of its own water supply—the 
remainder is purchased wholesale from the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California—and is currently looking for 
additional wells to produce more water. 
That way, in the event of an earthquake or 
another catastrophic event aff ecting Los 
Angeles infrastructure, Beverly Hills could 
continue to supply its residents with water.

“This is really for us an insurance policy,” 
Gold the Courier. “The water from the state 
water project is all gravity-driven [meaning 
it’s susceptible to disruptions]. In a critical 
situation, we want to become as water inde-
pendent as we can.”

The establishment of additional wells 
would reduce the city’s dependency on the 
Metropolitan Water District. On May 8, as 
part of an eff ort to increase the city’s water 
resiliency, Gold and City Council members 
cut the ribbon on a new water well on La 
Cienega Boulevard, between Guthrie Avenue 
and Sawyer Street. The city plans to build 
three more wells in the La Cienega area in 
the hope to produce as much as 25% of the 
city’s total water supply.

Gold explained there might be water 
under La Cienega Park, but it is something 
the city has yet to explore. 

“Are there any other questions?” Gold 
said, as the sun set outside his Beverly 
Hills offi  ce windows and the electronic 
picture-frame on his shelf cycled through 
portraits.

The debut event in the ongoing series 
drew Chamber of Commerce CEO Todd 
Johnson, City Manager Nancy Hunt-Coff ey, 
and Deputy City Manager Keith Sterling, 
among others.

Attendees tuned in on Zoom or called in 
to join the mayor in the special conversation.

For future sessions, Gold is hoping to 
shine a light on individuals and foundations 
in the community engaged in valuable work. 

He credited “an army of IT folks” who 
helped make the program possible. Aside 
for them, he said, “It’s me, my computer 
and a ring light.”

For information on upcoming “Offi  ce 
Hours with Doctor Gold” events, visit 
Beverlyhills.org/offi  cehours. 

Mayor Dr. Gold presides over his "Offi  ce Hours."

'OFFICE HOURS,' from page 4
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Letter to the Editor
Beverly Hills, from Village to “Ville”  

Can I say I’m happy about Cheval Blanc? 
Well, “comme ci, comme ça.”  Can I vote Yes 
for it? Absolutely.  Do I remember Beverly 
Hills’ early days with its sole prestigious tri-
fecta, the Beverly Hills Hotel, the Beverly 
Wilshire and the Beverly Hilton? Yes. Can 
I wonder how many more hotels and resi-
dence developments (via the BH Planning 
Commission and prior councilmembers’ 
oversight) are to come beyond Cheval Blanc, 
on top of One Beverly Hills, the Saks Fifth 
Avenue Project, Mandarin Oriental, and 
Rosewood Residences? With concern, yes. 

However, for reference, the Peninsula 
Hotel has 195 rooms (versus Cheval Blanc 
with 109 rooms), and there is never an issue 
with traffi  c around it. The city is already 
dealing with traffi  c issues due to Metro devel-
opment. The city lived through traffi  c issues 
with the implementation of the bike lane 
and widening of Santa Monica Boulevard. 
Regarding the height, Cheval Blanc will be 
no taller than the Bank of America building 
across the street, and is evidently allowed 
in the General Plan. The Montage/The 
Maybourne did far worse already, taking 
away the view of the Hills from South Beverly 

Drive. It feels like Cheval Blanc will be no 
more of an imposition than either of those 
hotels already here, but an incredible site to 
reside for $2,000 a night at one of the best 
corners of our streets, and a bright diamond 
centerpiece in the middle of the city.  

LVMH, as the world’s biggest luxury 
conglomerate, is a match for the city with 
their elegance and wealth. They already 
own many parcels along Rodeo Drive and 
Beverly Drive. Their hotel will not make 
traffi  c any worse in Beverly Hills than it 
already is and has been for decades. Do I 
believe John Mirisch that the city could have 
gotten a better deal? I always believe John 
Mirisch.  Of course, I want the best for our 
city. I am willing to bet for now that Cheval 
Blanc, even if shy of the best deal, is a big 
win.  Am I concerned that it will raise the 
price of everything around it.  Of course!  
Would I love it if it brought jobs for Beverly 
Hills residents? Bien sur.  Beverly Hills, from 
village to “ville.” I will always be so grateful 
I learned French at BHHS. 

Lovingly,
Mélodie Doff 
Beverly Hills

NEWS

everything else in this category. It just sings 
while making an incredibly complex and 
potentially dull subject absolutely fascinating 
and vital.”

In addition to the first-place award, 
the feature on the Audrey Irmas Pavilion 
also earned a second-place award in the 
“Enterprise Reporting” category. 

Figueroa also received a third-place 
award in the “Writing” category for “'200 
Trunks, 200 Visionaries: The Exhibit' Opens 
on Rodeo Drive.” The Aug. 5, 2022 piece 
describes the eclectic collection of custom-
ized Louis Vuitton trunks curated to mark 
the 200th anniversary of the birth of the 
iconic brand’s founder.

Beverly Hills Courier writer Matthew 
Blake earned a second-place award in the 
category of “Land-Use Reporting” for his 
story on the approval of the Cheval Blanc 
Beverly Hills hotel project. The piece, “Path 
Cleared for $1 Billion Cheval Blanc Ultra-
Luxury Hotel,” ran in the Nov. 4, 2022 issue 
of the Courier. 

And, the Courier’s contributing column-
ist, Eva Ritvo, M.D. earned a third-place 
award in the “Health Coverage” category 
with her March 11, 2022 piece, “From the 
Pandemic to Ukraine: It's OK Not to Feel OK.” 
As the judges observed, “This column was 
full of widely useful tips and information for 
anyone suff ering from crisis overload—which 
is, essentially, all of us.” 

COURIER WINS, from page 1
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Pictured from left: Vice Mayor Lester Friedman, Mayor Dr. Julian Gold and Councilmembers 
John Mirisch and Sharon Nazarian
On May 8, Mayor Dr. Julian Gold and the Beverly Hills Council celebrated the opening of 
the La Cienega Well 1 showcasing the city’s commitment to water reliability. This is the fi rst 
of several groundwater wells that will enable the city’s water portfolio to be more drought 
tolerant and self-reliant from imported water. It was a collaborative eff ort for which city 
staff  and multiple agencies including the Los Angeles County Division of Drinking Water 
deserve credit.

City Offi  cials Attend Opening of 
La Cienega Well 1

Critical Conversations Speaker
Program at City Hall May 31

The City of Beverly Hills Community Services 
Department in partnership with the Human 
Relations Commission is hosting a new Critical 
Conversations speaker program celebrating 
Jewish American Heritage Month. “Critical 
Conversations: The Jewish Contribution to 
the American Fabric of Life” will be held on 
May 31 at 6:30 p.m. at the Beverly Hills City 
Hall Municipal Gallery, 455 N. Rexford Drive. 
This speaker program will bring together 
thought leaders who will share their unique 
insights, experiences, and perspectives on 
the program topic. The event is free, but a 
reservation is required by visiting beverlyhills.
org/criticalconversations.  

The panelists are Sam Yebri, Attorney and 
Non-profi t Leader; Rob Eshman, Publisher 

of the Jewish Journal; Gina Raphael, Chair of 
Women’s International Zionist Organization; 
Rabbi Abraham Cooper, Director of Global 
Social Action for the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center; and Sagi Refael, Board Members 
in Jewish Artists Initiative. They will discuss 
the Jewish contributions in all aspects of 
American life, including arts and culture, 
politics, media and entertainment, philan-
thropy, the tech industry and science and 
medicine.

The Critical Conversations Speaker 
Series is a program designed to cultivate 
a community of greater kindness, equity, 
inclusion and belonging.
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Health & Wellness

Breaking the Stigma: Understanding and Managing  
Anxiety in Older Adults 

BY EVA RITVO, M.D.
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Beverly Hills, known for its luxurious life-
style and high-end fashion, is also home to 
a growing population of residents over the 
age of 60 many of whom may be experienc-
ing disabling anxiety. Although anxiety is 
the most common mental health condition 
among older adults, it is often overlooked 
and underdiagnosed, leading to increased 
distress and reduced quality of life. Common 
symptoms of an anxiety disorder include 
fear, dread, excessive worry, obsessional 
thinking, difficulty concentrating, dizziness, 
dry mouth, frequent urination, restlessness, 
fatigue, muscle tension, irritability, disturbed 
sleep, headaches, sweaty palms, loss of appe-
tite, excessive eating, stomachs aches, chest 
pain or panic attacks. 

When your brain is in an overanxious 
state, become aware of it. Ask yourself, is 
this anxiety showing me something I need 
to see? Am I safe NOW? We call this “signal” 
anxiety and it is our friend. It is triggered 
in a variety of situations such as crossing 
a street, going to a doctor or getting a call 
in the middle of the night. Signal anxiety 
alerts us to potential danger so our mind 
and body are prepared to respond.  

Signal anxiety contrasts with 
“free-floating” anxiety meaning that anxi-
ety is present too often and not related to 
an imminent threat. Free-floating anxiety 
may lead to an anxiety disorder that needs 
treatment. 

Many factors can contribute to the 
development of an anxiety disorder as we 
age. 

Declining health: Aging can lead to 
chronic health conditions such as arthritis, 
diabetes, heart disease and obesity, which 
can limit mobility, increase pain, and lead 
to feelings of helplessness and anxiety. 
Sleep disturbances such as sleep apnea and 
restless leg syndrome increase as we age 
and can lead to anxiety and depressive dis-
orders. We may also find ourselves taking 
medications to treat various illnesses which 
may have side effects that increase anxiety.

Financial insecurity: Many older 
adults are living on fixed incomes, and 
they may worry about paying for housing, 
food, and medical care. The cost of living 
in California is high and this period of infla-
tion has increased the strain. These finan-
cial concerns may also prevent people from 

seeking appropriate self-care and medical 
care creating a vicious cycle.

Grief and loss: As we age, we inevitably 
lose friends, family members, and some-
times even spouses. These losses can be 
difficult to cope with, and they can lead to 
feelings of loneliness and depression. We 
may also worry about our own mortality 
and the uncertainty of our future.

Social isolation and loneliness: Humans 
are social creatures and we need one 
another to survive and thrive. A recent 
study showed that the lack of energy 
caused by social isolation was the equiv-
alent of going eight hours without food. 
Many people of all ages have not gotten 
back to pre-pandemic levels of social activ-
ity. In Beverly Hills, where the cost of liv-
ing is high and there is a strong emphasis 
on youth and appearance, social isolation 
may be even more prevalent. Older adults 
who feel they do not fit into the fast-paced, 
expensive, youthful culture may withdraw 
from social interactions, increasing their 
feelings of loneliness and anxiety. 

Treatment: Fortunately, there are 
many treatment options available for exces-
sive anxiety. Psychodynamic therapy and 
Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) have 
been shown to reduce anxiety and prevent 
relapse. Couples or family therapy can also 
help to decrease symptoms and improve 
quality of life. Mindfulness is the practice 
of stepping outside our automatic thoughts 
and learning to observe them. We can then 
learn to pick and choose the thoughts and 
behaviors that help us feel our best. Focus 
on gratitude and kindness to self or others, 
then see how you feel.

Antidepressants or anti-anxiety med-
ications such as Lexapro and Zoloft have 
been shown to be quite effective in all age 
groups. Treatment with benzodiazepines 
like Clonazepam, Xanax or Valium may 
be helpful in the short run but can exacer-
bate and create other problems if used for 
too long or at excessive doses. Similarly, 
alcohol may seem to decrease anxiety but 
in fact will increase anxiety and depres-
sion if used too often or in large amounts 
by altering brain chemistry, decreasing 
the quality of sleep and damaging your 
brain. As we age, we metabolize alcohol 
less effectively and even small amounts can 
lead to negative consequences. Internists, 
cardiologists and gynecologists are often 
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to respect your limits as you grow older as 
our bodies lose their resiliency and can’t 
rebound from stress as easily.  My motto is 
“less is more”, and I apply it to many facets 
of life. 

Volunteering has been shown to 
increase feelings of connectedness and 
purpose and thereby reduce anxiety. As 
we may age out of work, it is important to 
remain relevant. Find something mean-
ingful and partake in it on a regular basis. 
Weekly golf or card games with friends 
can help ward off anxiety and depression. 
Religion provides comfort, especially in 
times of crisis and as we confront big ques-
tions as we tend to do as we grow older. If 
organized religion doesn’t suit you, consid-
er a more spiritually based approach.  

Technology can be a valuable tool for 
combating social isolation and learning. 
Use video conferencing tools like Zoom 
or FaceTime to stay in touch with loved 
ones, attend virtual events, or partici-
pate in online support groups. I recall my 
father switching to telemedicine in his 
late 80s because he was too frail to travel 
to an office but didn’t want to give up his 
psychiatry practice. He made this adapta-
tion many years before the pandemic! We 
are fortunate now to have so many ways to 
connect. 

Lastly, Beverly Hills has several com-
munity resources available, such as sen-
ior centers and social clubs. The Beverly 
Hills Active Adult Center offers a variety of 
social, educational, and recreational pro-
grams for older adults, including fitness 
classes, day trips, and special events. The 
center also hosts support groups for those 
struggling with anxiety or other mental 
health issues. Tap into your resources.  

If you or a loved one are suffering from 
excess anxiety, it is important to seek help 
to learn to manage anxiety and resume 
a more fulfilling life. We are fortunate to 
be living in a time when and community 
where so many therapeutic options can be 
readily accessed.  

As Eleanor Roosevelt said, “The pur-
pose of life is to live it, to taste experience 
to the utmost, to reach out eagerly and 
without fear for newer and richer experi-
ence.” Don’t let anxiety hold you back from 
living your life to the fullest. With the right 
treatment and lifestyle changes, you can 
overcome anxiety and enjoy all that life in 
Beverly Hills has to offer.  

comfortable prescribing these medications 
or can guide you to a psychiatrist. We are 
fortunate to have a world class institution 
in our backyard so don’t hesitate to reach 
out for help. (https://www.uclahealth.
org/medical-services/psychiatry/adult/
adult-anxiety-disorders-clinic).

One benefit of the pandemic was that 
most of us have all become more comfort-
able talking about mental health issues. 
Supplements such as St John’s wort, 
Ashwagandha, Valerian root, Magnesium 
and Omega-3 Fatty Acids have been shown 
to help in some cases. Make sure you 
check with your doctor before adding any 
supplements. 

Proper nutrition helps us maintain a 
stable blood sugar and avoid mood swings 
and is essential for optimal health. I am 
sure you have felt “hangry” when you have 
gone too long without eating. As we age, 
our bodies become more reliant on proper 
self-care as we don’t have the physiological 
bandwidth to manage stress as well. 

Engaging in physical activity, such as 
taking a walk or participating in yoga class-
es, can reduce anxiety. Take advantage 
of the city’s many parks and recreational 
areas as spending time in nature has been 
shown to have numerous mental and phys-
ical health benefits. Watching a sunrise or 
sunset can lift your mood and help put your 
issues into a larger perspective. Relaxation 
techniques such as deep breathing or med-
itation can also help to reduce feelings of 
anxiety especially when practiced regu-
larly. Apps such as Calm, Headspace and 
InsightTimer are a great way to get started. 

Massage, acupuncture, warm showers 
or baths, listening to soft music or sound 
bowls, or hugging a loved one or pet can 
also help to calm your overactive nervous 
system by releasing Oxytocin, nick named 
the “love or cuddle hormone.” Diving into 
a good book or TV show can also help quiet 
an overactive mind. I often go on YouTube 
and search “music to induce calm” or listen 
to one of my favorite comedians. On really 
challenging days, I look at photos of pup-
pies to try to relax. 

A media detox can help decrease our 
cortisol levels allowing us to feel calmer. 
During the pandemic, I advised you to stop 
all news consumption after dark, and I still 
think this is good advice. Limit your intake 
to what you really need to know and your 
nervous system can tolerate. It is important 

Beverly Hills Courier columnist Dr. Eva Ritvo is a psychiatrist 
with 30 years’ experience practicing in Miami Beach. She is the 
author of “Bekindr-The Transformative Power of Kindness” and 
the Co-Founder of the Bold Beauty Project. Dr. Ritvo received 
her undergraduate and medical degrees from UCLA and psychi-
atry residency training at Weill Cornell Medicine.  May is Mental 
Health Awareness Month, and Dr. Ritvo is speaking on open-

ing day of the Mankind Summit, a three-day virtual event to elevate MAN (Mental 
Awareness Now) on May 17-19 from 11 a.m– 4 p.m. EST. To register for the summit, visit  
https://mankindsummit.com/.
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consideration as to the terms of a related 
Development Agreement. This is because 
no project should be approved solely on the 
basis of the fi nancial benefi ts it may bring.

Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills was approved 
because it is a thoughtfully designed project, 
located to revitalize the northern end of the 
Business Triangle. The quality of building 
design and materials create a vibrant new 
anchor for the northern gateway to Rodeo 
Drive, with benefits for all the Business 
Triangle. Peter Marino’s anchor design 
includes a complementary mix of uses in a 
building that harmonizes its height with the 
existing neighborhood. The hotel does not 
include any ballroom or conference facilities, 
thereby mitigating traffi  c impacts.

The project was thoroughly vetted by 
the Planning Commission after months of 
public input and discussion and subsequently 
approved by the City Council based upon the 
overall positive impacts it will provide to the 
community, and for those reasons I urge you 
to vote YES on Measure B, affi  rming the Cheval 
Blanc project.

The Cheval Blanc Development 
Agreement Ensures Benefits For Many 
Future Generations Of Beverly Hills 
Residents

As part of the process, the council condi-
tioned approval of Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills 
on approval of the Development Agreement.

Then-Mayor Bosse and I set out to guar-
antee the following important commitments 
in the Development Agreement:

• The project we approved will be the 
project actually built—not a lesser version, 
and not a diff erent hotel brand.

• The construction and opening of the 
hotel will abide by a clear, enforceable 
schedule.

• Cheval Blanc will deliver a 19% nightly 
bed tax, higher than the 14% rate charged by 
most of our city’s hotels and the highest bed 
tax charged by a destination city in the U.S.

• That so long as the hotel is operated at the 
property, it will be maintained at the highest 
luxury standard.

We never wavered from these goals, and 
through robust negotiations we achieved each 
one.

What this means is that LVMH is required 
to build, furnish and open for business a 
Cheval Blanc—not any lesser brand—according 
to the plans unanimously recommended by 
the Planning Commission and approved by 
the City Council. Construction must begin 
within a year and be completed within fi ve 
years. LVMH can purchase extensions, but 
must pay $250,000 per month for each exten-
sion, the equivalent of $3 million per year. In 
prior Development Agreements with other 
projects within Beverly Hills, the city has not 
imposed a deadline for construction to begin 
or be completed and has allowed developers 
to purchase extensions for a fraction of this 
amount.

At the hearings on the Development 
Agreement, LVMH’s CEO stated that they 
regard Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills as a 100-
year investment. But our negotiating team 

did not rely on aspirational, unenforceable 
statements. We bargained for contractual 
commitments that incentivize LVMH to fully 
commit to the successful opening and contin-
ued operation of the hotel. The Development 
Agreement requires that once construction 
is complete, Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills must 
be opened and operated for a continuous six 
months. LVMH must make the very signifi cant 
initial investment to build, furnish, staff  and 
fully operate Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills, at 
which point they will be deeply invested in our 
community and the success of the hotel. This 
was not a requirement that the city has ever 
imposed in a prior Development Agreement.

If LVMH does not satisfy these fundamen-
tal commitments, all of the approvals are 
forfeited and the city is entitled to $50 million 
in damages. Again—no prior development 
agreement negotiated by the city includes 
these penalties.

A signifi cant portion of the revenue that 
the city relies upon for its day-to-day opera-
tions is the “bed tax” visitors pay when staying 
at a hotel. Once the hotel is open, LVMH is 
responsible for paying the 19% bed tax to the 
city, whether or not it is collected from guests. 
And so long as a hotel must be operated on the 
property, it must be maintained and repaired 
to the standard set by the top four full-service 
luxury hotels in the city. Decades from now, 
the city is protected from the hotel ever fall-
ing out of the highest class of our top luxury 
hotels. The city’s own economist projected 
that in the fi rst 30 years of hotel operation, our 
general fund will benefi t from an additional 

$750 million from Cheval Blanc Beverly Hills—
much of that from the 19% bed tax.

Some have criticized the $26 million up 
front payment due when construction begins, 
claiming it is insuffi  cient compared to the 
public benefi t payments required in prior 
Development Agreements. This ignores the 
vast diff erence in the scale of the projects 
being compared. The One Beverly Hills public 
benefi t payment pencils out to $87 for each of 
the more than 1 million square feet by which 
One Beverly Hills exceeds our height and 
density standards.

LVMH, in contrast, is paying $267 per 
square foot for less than one-tenth of the 
amount of additional square feet, plus an 
additional $2 million payment that will be 
reserved to support the city’s arts and culture.

Lastly, each council negotiating a 
Development Agreement must decide whether 
to dedicate funds to specifi c purposes, or to 
reserve for future City Councils the discre-
tion and fl exibility to direct funds to diff erent 
purposes as the city’s needs and goals evolve. 
My colleagues and I in the majority voted to 
empower the council to meet our communi-
ty’s future challenges, whatever they may be. 

Lili and I bargained hard on our com-
munity’s behalf. We secured benefits 
unprecedented for Beverly Hills. I urge you 
to reaffi  rm the council’s approval and vote 
YES on Measure C.

Voting YES on both Measures B and C will 
secure an extraordinary project and many 
substantial benefi ts for our community. 

CHEVAL BLANC , from page 1
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$1,000,000 (medical impairments ok) | www.survivorshiplife.com
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Lee is one of 30 nurses from three lead-
ing Los Angeles-area health systems who was 
recognized by the Beverly Hills-based Simms/
Mann Family Foundation. The organization’s 
inaugural campaign, “Off  the Chart: Rewarding 
Nursing Greatness,” provides extraordinary 
nurses with a fi rst-of-its-kind $10,000 unre-
stricted fi nancial gift in recognition of their 
nursing excellence.

The gift is being off ered at a time of uncer-
tainty for nurses in the healthcare industry, 
with the pandemic exacerbating the challenges 
of the job, leaving nurses feeling overwhelmed 
and burned out. This has created an unprec-
edented nursing workforce shortage on a 
national and global scale. According to a recent 
survey conducted by AMN Healthcare Services, 
almost a third of the nurses in the U.S. are 
considering leaving their profession and only 
20% report feeling valued. 

Led by Beverly Hills resident Victoria 
Mann Simms, Ph.D., the Simms/Mann Family 

Foundation is attempting to shine a light on 
the critical role nurses play, emphasizing their 
expertise in clinical care, research and inno-
vation and their part in holding together the 
increasingly strained healthcare system.

The campaign, in essence, is a call-to-action 
to reverse the alarming trend of nurses exiting 
the profession.

“Everyone is so grateful to nurses, but I 
don’t think they’re aware they are the glue of 
our health systems,” Mann Simms, president of 
the Simms/Mann Family Foundation, said in a 
phone interview. “We thought a lot about what 
we can do to accelerate the understanding of 
what nurses do and how important it is for us 
as a society, as a nation, to get more nurses. So, 
we put together this ‘Off  the Chart’ program.”

In launching this campaign, the foundation 
partnered with three healthcare systems—City 
of Hope, UCLA Health and Keck Medicine of 
USC—and asked them to nominate outstand-
ing nurses from their respective institutions. 
Nominees were considered based on five 
criteria: a bias toward action; capacity for 
self-direction; instincts; courage and bold 
thinking; and potential to achieve more.

When COVID-19 started to overwhelm hos-
pital capacity, Lee, for his part, demonstrated 
his ability to act quickly and decisively. He 
worked with colleagues on decompressing the 
emergency unit, which was unequipped to 
handle the sudden increase in patients, by help-
ing convert the medical center’s surge unit into 
a COVID relief center. Additionally, he and other 
bedside nurses familiarized themselves with 
the usage of Personal Protective Equipment  so 
they could educate their colleagues.

“We were that go-to resource in case any 
of our bedside nurses needed help inside the 
room, outside the room, and to bring general 
awareness about how to protect ourselves so 
we can take care of others,” the 29-year-old 
told the Courier. 

Other recipients were similarly dedicated 
to excelling in their roles. Salena Agadier, a 
pediatric ICU nurse at City Hope, is known 
for the close attention she gives to her young 
oncology patients. Her eff ervescence in the 
patient room is known throughout the medical 
center as “the Salena Factor.” 

Janet Kim, a regional operations director 
of ambulatory care at Keck Medicine of USC, 
is admired for her patient-centered approach 
and her care for her colleagues. During the 
pandemic, while working in a testing tent, she 
noticed nurses were at risk for exposure to the 
virus and created a protective barrier from 
tent material that off ered better protection.

Spotlighting nurses who have a diverse set 
of skills and responsibilities was part of the 
objective of the campaign. Additional goals 
include informing the public about the several 
“hats” a nurse wears in a healthcare setting. 

“We’re giving them a fi nancial gift we hope 
will be individually impactful for them,” Rachel 
Barchie, director of the Simms/Mann Family 
Foundation, told the Courier. “And we’re 
hoping that sharing the stories of these nurses 
will help to broaden the public understanding 
of the role they play.”

The announcement of the “Off  the Chart” 
campaign foundation coincides with National 
Nurses Month, held every year in May, along 
with National Nurses Week, which is observed 

from May 6-12. 
The Simms/Mann Family Foundation was 

established in 1984 as a private organization 
dedicated to strategically funding innovative 
educational programs and services that pro-
mote well-being and economic self-suffi  ciency. 
With the latest campaign, it has committed to 
funding the project for three consecutive years, 
through 2025. It amounts to a nearly $2 million 
commitment, according to Mann Simms, as the 
foundation is hoping to increase the amount 
of health system partners as well as recipients 
over the next two years.

On May 22, the foundation is holding an 
event formally recognizing this year’s recipi-
ents at the Wallis Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts. The program will feature a 
conversation with Sarah DiGregorio, a journal-
ist and author of “Taking Care: The Story of 
Nursing and Its Power to Change Our World.”

Lee said he plans to use some of his gift 
to travel while donating a portion of it to a 
local food bank. Ultimately, his hope is the new 
campaign raises awareness about how much 
nurses give of themselves to their patients, 
colleagues and toward the betterment of 
healthcare outcomes. 

He, like the leaders at the Simms/Mann 
Family Foundation, would like to see a greater 
societal investment in the profession. 

“I want people to know a nurse can be more 
than just one thing,” he said. “The more people 
recognize that, the more they can see nurses 
have a place in every part of our community, 
and if we invest in our nurses, we’re investing 
in the health of the community.”  

Victoria Mann Simms, Ph.D.

SIMMS/MANN, from page 1
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Modernism Week, both of whom deemed 
the four days of architecture-themed events 
a smashing success. 

“We enjoyed welcoming so many visitors 
from around the globe with our fi rst MADE 
in Beverly Hills festival,” Mayor Dr. Julian 
Gold told the Courier. “It was incredible 
to showcase our city’s iconic architecture, 
art and history in an immersive fashion for 
everyone of all ages to enjoy. We look forward 
to doing this again and highlighting even 
more of our city in the future.”

MADE CEO Lisa Vossler Smith described 
the festival as a wonderful whirlwind that 
feels almost like a fantasy now that she’s 
back home in Palm Springs. 

“The four-day event was such a terrifi c 
and fun experience for everyone who par-
ticipated from visitors to residents and even 
city offi  cials,” she told the Courier. “Everyone 

was so surprised and delighted to discover 
these treasures right in their own backyard. 
It was a weekend of exploring and learning 
and meeting new people.”

For Vossler Smith, the event truly was 
a dream come to life as MADE has long 
sought to bring a satellite version of its 
architecture festival to new cities. Beverly 
Hills was selected as the fi rst city for this 
venture because of its wide range of historic 
buildings alongside its many contemporary 
properties designed by famous architects. 

The festival kicked off  with a soiree at 
the Greystone Mansion and was followed by 
curated tours and talks at the Beverly Hills 
Hotel, Virginia Robinson Gardens, Rodeo 
Drive, Trousdale Estates and more. 

“These venues that guests were seeing 
are not only unique and remarkable for when 
they were constructed, but also still maintain 
such prominence and relevance in the world 

of architecture today,” said Vossler Smith. 
“These are truly iconic properties and it is 
important for us to preserve and talk about 
their importance.”

While Beverly Hills residents may be used 
to living among these historic properties, 
expert-led tours and small group events 
allowed locals and guests alike to experience 
them in a new light. 

Vossler Smith said she received rave 
reviews from the tour of Paul R. Williams 
architecture at the Beverly Hills Hotel, which 
included a talk from his granddaughter Karen 
Hudson. Great fun was also had at the tour 
and tasting event at Edelweiss Chocolates 
factory, which is Los Angeles’ oldest choco-
late shop and inspired the famous chocolate 
factory scene from “I Love Lucy.”

“Even longtime residents commented 
to us over and over again how much they 
were seeing things anew, because when you 

have a curated experience with historians 
and experts guiding you, you take away so 
much more from what you are seeing,” said 
Vossler Smith.

The festivities continued into the evening 
through Beverly Hills After Dark events, 
where bars and restaurants put on special 
MADE-themed promotions. This coincided 
with LA Restaurant Week and created a lively 
nightlife scene throughout the four days of 
the festival.

“It’s such a beautiful city with a rich 
history and we were honored for Beverly 
Hills to be our fi rst venture outside of Palm 
Springs,” said Vossler Smith. “We would love 
to continue working with all of our partners 
that we have onboard this year and also to 
expand and improve upon what was done 
by inviting new hotels and residences to 
participate in future years.” 

Photo courtesy city of Beverly HillsIn the Trousdale Estates Signature Homes Tour attendees explored a residence that was 
once the home of Dean Martin. Virginia Robinson Gardens Tour

MADE, from page 1

Photo courtesy of MADE
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Meet Chita, a 6-year-old, 
15-pound, Yorkie-Schnauzer 
mix that needs a new 
home. To meet her, please 
contact Shelter of Hope at 
805-379-3538. 

shelterhopepetshop.org

ARIES (March 21-April 19). The 
noise of the world becomes far less 
interesting to you as you tend to 
what arises from your inside world. 
It's a glad feeling to relax into low-
key enjoyments like good food and 
conversation with friends.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). There 
are realities that naturally unfold 
and realities that must be made. If 
they are important enough, you'll 
do the work. Things will change 
when you change them and pro-
gress when you progress them. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). 

Persuading people is hard but giv-
ing them information and letting 
them persuade themselves is easy. 
You'll be impressed by how smart 
your associates are and how quickly 
things come together when pre-
sented in the way that empowers 
instead of controls others. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You 
don't have to seek shared experienc-
es; they just happen when you are 
among others, doing what you like 
to do. A common bond will emerge 

organically and extend naturally, 
especially with fellow water signs.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Behavior is 
what people do, not who they are. 
And because many factors that influ-
ence behavior are beyond anyone's 
control, you won't define people by 
it. You believe people can improve; 
they'll show you you're right.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You'll 
get tangible proof of how your 
self-regard shapes the way you 
relate to others. Prioritize your own 
well-being and so will they. The love 
and respect zinging around helps 
you keep up the energy level you 
need to be generous. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). There 
was a time you preferred the chal-
lenge of winning people over. If they 
sent you mixed signals, you tried 
harder. Today you gravitate to peo-
ple who are easy to connect with -- a 
sign of health that will contribute to 
your thriving.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). 

There's a lot you want to do. Some 
of it involves a thousand tiny steps 
and may take years to accomplish. 
You'll have a little mindpower to 
devote to it today. What can you do 
to get started? 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 

There are people you love so com-
pletely that they can do no wrong. 
It doesn't make you co-dependent 
or a doormat. You can still have 
boundaries while simultaneous-
ly seeing a person as inherently 
human and lovable no matter what 
they do.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 

Financial matters become clear 
once you separate money from 
emotions or ideas of worth. The 
price of a thing has more to do with 
how much people are willing to pay 
than the actual value. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 

Maybe you figured out long ago 
what you should expect from a 
person, but revisit the idea. Many 
things have changed, including your 
needs, their abilities and everyone's 
willingness to meet one another in 
new ways. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You 
have the patience, analytical abil-
ity and mental tenacity to sort out 
obstacles that would stop other 
people. However long it takes, you'll 
find a solution for what ails you.

BY HOLIDAY MATIS

Astrology
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“The diversity of our district is something 
we see as a strength. We invited the mayors 
of all the cities in the district to the home of 
the Mayor of LA. We focused the conversation 
on homelessness as a regional issue and had 
the opportunity to touch on other topics. 
That kind of collaboration is necessary so 
we stay current and relevant with issues that 
are on the ground,” said Horvath. 

One of those issues on the ground is 
emergency preparedness. She gave a nod 
to the city of Beverly Hills, for its invest-
ment in technologies to ensure the safety 
of residents. 

Public safety is one of the paramount 
issues she faces as a member of the Metro 
Board of Directors. Horvath noted that the 
expanding rail infrastructure in the county 
carries opportunities as well as challenges. 
During a brief Q&A session, she acknowl-
edged security concerns from residents 
about the Metro stops planned to open in 
Beverly Hills. 

She off ered a hands-on response.
“I’m personally riding Metro trains and 

buses, trying to get to all the alignments so 
I can experience what riders experience. 
There are not enough personnel throughout 
our system on buses and trains to ensure 
safety. You may have read that we recently 
reauthorized contracts with law enforce-
ment and I voted against that. I authored 
a substitute motion. I don’t think that the 
existing contracts are doing enough to keep 

people safe. I didn’t think we should be 
authorizing the expenditure of hundreds 
of millions of dollars to get more of the same. 
I think we need to do better. We need to 
invest more resources and more personnel 
including law enforcement throughout the 
system to make sure there is safety through-
out,” said Horvath.

Again on the topic of safety, Horvath 
spoke about Measure W, the Safe, Clean 
Water Program. Passed by LA County voters 
in 2018, its mandate was to provide local, 
dedicated funding to increase local water 
supply, improve water quality, and protect 
public health. 

“At a future point we will be convening 
all the water districts in the county, includ-
ing the Beverly Hills Water District, to be part 
of a regional conversation on best practices,” 
said Horvath.

She added that she has welcomed 
Vice President Kamala Harris to the dis-
trict to inspect some of the local water 
infrastructure. 

“I am happy to report that the federal 
government is quite interested in investing 
further right here in the district on safe, 
clean water infrastructure,” said Horvath. 

She concluded her remarks with praise 
for Beverly Hills and its “richness in culture 
and community.”  

“One of the things that makes serving 
in government very special is collabora-
tion with people in communities. As you 
know, I come from West Hollywood. I’ve 

had no shortage of people asking me if I 
was going to put rainbows on everything. 
I know Beverly Hills is no stranger to this 
phenomenon, too.”

She added, “I’m grateful for the insights 
that you have given me to understand your 
community better, and I hope that you will 

continue extending me that grace so we can 
make sure that the county actually meets 
you where you are in your neighborhood 
and addresses the concerns that are top 
of mind for each and every one of you.” 

HORVATH, from page 4

Beverly Hills residents Patti Tanenbaum and former Mayor Robert K. Tanenbaum and 
co-hosts held a garden party last weekend for friends and community members to celebrate 
the publication of Tanenbaum’s nonfi ction “Coal Country Killing: A Culture, A Union, and 
the Murders That Changed It All.” The true story deals with the investigation, trial, and 
conviction of the corrupt United Mine Workers of America President “Tough Tony” Boyle 
who planned the execution of the Union reformer Jock Yablonski, his wife, Margaret and 
their 25- year-old daughter, Charlotte in 1969.

Tanenbaum Celebrates Latest 
Book Launch
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 ACROSS

1 Cuts back
7 ID that’s never reused
10 Colorful seafood
16 Removals of 

impurities, 
informally

18 2020 film starring a 
cartoon dog

20 Put on a pedestal
21 Tony-winning musical 

with puppets
22 ‘‘Anybody home?!’’
23 Burst of sonic ecstasy
24 Southern California 

sch.
25 Bestow
26 Old Testament 

prophet
27 One of cinq in 

‘‘Tartuffe’’
29 One of 100 in Pooh’s 

woods
31 H.S. safety org.
33 Repeated musical 

phrase
36 Eldest of a literary 

trio
37 Pair of glasses?
38 Little monster
39 Barrier to entry
41 Big fat mouth
42 ____ blockers (heart 

rate meds)
43 Can you dig it? Yes, 

you can!
45 Angels can be found 

in it
46 Long blade, of a sort

47 Curved edges formed 
by intersecting 
vaults, in 
architecture

49 Cutting part of The  
Onion?

51 Before, in poetry
52 5, 6 or 7, in golf
54 Baseball slang for a 

home run
56 Ones getting hit on at 

parties?
58 ‘‘I’m dead serious’’
59 Cheering loudly
60 Tool that evolved 

from the sickle
61 Microwave
62 Attaches with a click
64 Hindu god of pleasure
65 Does away with
67 Climbing Kilimanjaro, 

e.g.
69 Learned
71 ‘‘Squawk Box’’ 

network
74 ‘‘True ____’’
75 Mother ____
76 Shipping option
79 Word with rolling or 

bowling
80 Related (to)
81 Having a 

commanding lead
83 Verbal equivalent of a 

thumbs-down
84 Singer Marian, 

the first African 
American to perform 
at the Met

86 Bathroom powders
87 One whose boss 

laughs a lot
88 Car driven by 

Thelma and Louise, 
familiarly

89 Charged toward
91 Lager-head?
93 ‘‘Al-l-lmost done’’
96 Spanish title: Abbr.
97 Grows
99 Events of interest, 

with ‘‘on’’
101 Feeling down
103 Bit of vocal fanfare
105 Home project inits.
106 Plays a Halloween 

prank on, in brief
107 Actress Lillian with a 

75-year film career
108 Pain reliever with an 

oxymoronic name
111 Synonym and rhyme 

of ‘‘erases’’
115 Insulating sleeve for 

a beverage
117 Beezus’s sister, in 

children’s literature
118 String-and-spool toy
119 Refined
120 Approve
121 Dastardly expression
122 Subject of many a 

political scandal

 DOWN

1 Something that may 
elicit stares, in brief

2 Amp (up)
3 Pac-12 Conference 

athlete
4 Desirable flight option
5 Radiates
6 Goes out with
7 Improv bits
8 What a gavel bang 

may mean
9 ‘‘Oh well, it didn’t 

matter anyway’’

10 Give a lecture, with 
‘‘out’’

11 Concerns for coders 
and copy editors

12 Has a ‘‘ruff’’ night?
13 Org. in ‘‘Argo’’
14 Baking meas.
15 ‘‘____ Bones’’ (classic 

spiritual)
17 The get-go
18 Reeked
19 Check out, as a book
20 ‘‘Whoa!’’-inducing 

experiences
27 Subway line toward 

New York’s Kennedy 
Airport

28 Cautious (of)
30 New York’s ____ Field
32 Two-thirds of 

105-Across
34 Informants, 

informally
35 Botanists’ specimens
36 Very tiny bit
40 Homophone of vowels 

not found in this 
answer

42 Longtime anchor  
of ‘‘NBC Nightly 
News’’

44 Guarding, as a goal
47 Understand, as coined 

in 1961’s ‘‘Stranger in 
a Strange Land’’

48 Tegan and ____ 
(indie-pop duo)

49 High ____
50 Popular singer who 

has recorded in 
Elvish

53 What ‘‘Nothing for 
me’’ might mean

55 Upside?
57 Plastic conveniences

62 Calls (for)
63 Playfully bite
65 Texter’s segue
66 When you get it, you 

may say it
68 Oohed and aahed, e.g.
70 Penalty boxes, in 

hockey lingo
72 Lead-in to tech
73 Atlanta’s ____ Center
76 Gets a lift (but not a 

Lyft)
77 Sport whose players 

wear boots

78 The first letter in 
‘‘gigantic,’’ but not 
the third

82 Partner of hems
85 Prohibition and 

others
89 Commotion
90 Title woman who has 

children at her feet, 
in a 1968 hit

91 Person dealing with 
casting and lines

92 2004 Don Cheadle 
film set in Africa

94 Like England in the 
late 16th century

95 Trig function
96 Commotion
98 Came up with an 

invention?
100 ____ facto
102 Theme park cry
104 Call overseas
107 It means ‘‘waterless 

place’’ in Mongolian
109 Musical artist who 

designed Reykjavik’s 
Imagine Peace 
Tower

110 Accept defeat, in 
modern slang

112 Groupie

113 Only prez to receive 
a patent

114 Runner Sebastian 
with four Olympic 
medals

115 Director of ‘‘The 
Shining’’ and ‘‘Dr. 
Strangelove’’

116 Hockey great Bobby

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

Lewis Rothlein is a yoga instructor and jazz-piano enthusiast in Asheville, N.C. Jeff Chen is a writer and professional 
crossword constructor in Seattle. This is their third collaboration for The Times. The theme idea was Lewis’s. To 
find the best examples, Jeff wrote code and sifted the results from the database at XWordInfo.com, which has about 
240,000 answer words from past Times crosswords. — W. S.

THE NEW YORK TIMES SUNDAY MAGAZINE CROSSWORD PUZZLE
05/12/23 ISSUE

ANSWERS FOUND 
IN NEXT WEEK’S 

PAPER…

SUDOKU
05/12/23 ISSUE

SUDOKU ANSWERS  
05/05/23 ISSUE

PUZZLE ANSWERS  
05/05/23 ISSUE

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE BEVERLY HILLS COURIER, 
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ASSAULT -  
AGGRAVATED

4/29/2023, 11:32 p.m. at 
OLYMPIC BOULEVARD /  
S. MAPLE DRIVE 

4/28/2023, 8:42 p.m. at 
MORENO DRIVE /  
LASKY DRIVE

ASSAULT - SIMPLE

5/8/2023, 6:52 p.m. at 
9400 Block of OLYMPIC 
BLVD. 

4/29/2023, 12:30 
p.m. at 200 Block of S. 
ROBERTSON BLVD. 

BURGLARY - 
COMMERCIAL 
BUILDING

4/28/2023, 8 p.m. at 9500 
Block of WILSHIRE BLVD.

4/28/2023, 5:16 p.m. at 
N. REXFORD DRIVE / 
WILSHIRE BOULEVARD

4/28/2023, 4:11 p.m. at 
300 Block of N. RODEO 
DRIVE

4/28/2023, 3 a.m. at 9100 
Block of OLYMPIC BLVD.

4/28/2023, 2:48 a.m. at 
200 Block of S. BEVERLY 
DRIVE

4/28/2023, 2:48 a.m. at 
200 Block of S. BEVERLY 
DRIVE 

BURGLARY - FROM A 
MOTOR VEHICLE

5/3/2023, 7 p.m. at 100 
Block of N. CRESCENT 
DRIVE

5/3/2023, 6:45 p.m. at 100 
Block of N. CRESCENT 
DRIVE

5/3/2023, 6:30 p.m. at 100 
Block of N. CRESCENT 
DRIVE

5/3/2023, 6:30 p.m. at 
100 Block of N. REXFORD 
DRIVE

5/3/2023, 11:45 a.m. at 
9300 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD. 

5/1/2023, 9 a.m. at 100 
Block of S. WETHERLY 
DRIVE 

BURGLARY - 
RESIDENTIAL  
(NO ONE HOME)

5/7/2023, 11:25 a.m. at 100 
Block of N. CRESCENT 
DRIVE

5/5/2023, 8:57 p.m. at 
1700 Block of CHEVY 
CHASE DRIVE 

5/2/2023, 2:32 p.m. at 200 
Block of S. HAMILTON 
DRIVE 

DUI ARREST

5/5/2023, 11:20 p.m. at 
8700 Block of BEVERLY 
BLVD. 

MOTOR VEHICLE 
THEFT

5/6/2023, 7:44 p.m. at 500 
Block of N. PALM DRIVE 

5/1/2023, 3 p.m. at 9300 
Block of CHARLEVILLE 
BLVD. 

ROBBERY

5/7/2023, 1 p.m. at 9400 
Block of DAYTON WAY 

THEFT FROM 
COMMERCIAL 
BUILDING

5/8/2023, 11:19 a.m. at 
9600 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

THEFT - GRAND

5/7/2023, 12:36 p.m. at 
300 Block of N. RODEO 
DRIVE

5/6/2023, 2:50 p.m. at 
300 Block of N. BEVERLY 
DRIVE

5/6/2023, 1:34 p.m. at 400 
Block of N. RODEO DRIVE

5/6/2023, 1:14 p.m. at 200 
Block of N. RODEO DRIVE

5/5/2023, 5:50 p.m. at 
9600 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

5/5/2023, 4:53 p.m. at 400 
Block of N. RODEO DRIVE

5/3/2023, 11:30 a.m. 
at 300 Block of S. LA 
CIENEGA BLVD. 

5/2/2023, 5:35 p.m. at 
200 Block of N. BEVERLY 
DRIVE 

5/2/2023, 6:35 a.m. at 
100 Block of N. CARSON 
ROAD

4/30/2023, 5:55 p.m. at 
9700 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

4/30/2023, 2:30 p.m. at 
300 Block of N. RODEO 
DRIVE 

THEFT - GRAND  
(FROM VEHICLE)

5/9/2023, 12:45 p.m. at 
300 Block of S. REXFORD 
DRIVE

5/4/2023, 4:15 p.m. at 
8300 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

5/3/2023, 4:30 p.m. at 100 
Block of N. CLARK DRIVE 

THEFT - PETTY

5/8/2023, 7 p.m. at 200 
Block of N. BEVERLY 
DRIVE

5/5/2023, 7:11 p.m. at 
9000 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

5/4/2023, 6:48 p.m. at 100 
Block of N. LA CIENEGA 
BLVD.

5/4/2023, 9:22 a.m. at 500 
Block of N. PALM DRIVE

5/3/2023, 4:40 p.m. at 
9800 Block of S. SANTA 
MONICA BLVD.

5/3/2023, 12 a.m. at 200 
Block of N. ELM DRIVE 

4/30/2023, 3:49 p.m. at 
9000 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

4/29/2023, 12:53 p.m. at 
9900 Block of S. SANTA 
MONICA BLVD. 

4/29/2023, 3:25 a.m. at 
300 Block of N. CANON 
DRIVE

THEFT - PETTY (FROM 
VEHICLE)

4/28/2023, 11 a.m. at 
200 Block of S. DOHENY 
DRIVE 

VANDALISM

5/3/2023, 6:55 a.m. at 
9600 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD. 

4/29/2023, 7:15 a.m. at 
400 Block of N. ROXBURY 
DRIVE 

The following 
incidents of 
assault, burglary, 
DUI arrest, motor 
vehicle theft, 
robbery, theft, and 
vandalism have 
been reported. 
Streets are usually 
indicated by block 
numbers.

Police Blotter



  

ORDINANCE NO. 23-O-2875

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS 
AUTHORIZING THE BEVERLY HILLS POLICE 
DEPARTMENT’S MILITARY EQUIPMENT USE 
INVENTORY IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT 
CODE SECTION 7071

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY 
HILLS DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 WHEREAS, on September 30, 2021, the State 
Legislature enacted Assembly Bill 481 (“AB 481”), 
adding sections 7070 et seq. to the Government Code, 
requiring law enforcement agencies to obtain approv-
al from their governing body before acquiring military 
equipment, as defined by Government Code section 
7070(c); and

 WHEREAS, Government Code section 7071 
requires law enforcement agencies to obtain approval 
from their governing body by an ordinance adopting a 
military equipment use policy, at a regular meeting held 
pursuant to open meeting laws, prior to taking certain 
actions relating to the funding, acquisition, or use of 
military equipment; and

 WHEREAS,  on April 26, 2022, City Council 
adopted its military equipment use ordinance, Ordinance 
No. 22-O-2859, approving the Beverly Hills Police 
Department’s Military Equipment Use Policy (“Policy 
706”) and Military Equipment Use Inventory; and 

 WHEREAS, the Beverly Hills Police Department 
currently possesses equipment that qualifies under the 
definition of “military equipment” in Government Code 
section 7070(c), and wishes to continue to use such 
equipment in a responsible manner to ensure the safety 
of the community and its residents; and

 WHEREAS, the Beverly Hills Police Department 
seeks to add to its existing Military Equipment Use 
Inventory by permanently acquiring twenty drones iden-
tified in the attached Military Equipment Use Inventory 
- New Acquisition List (“New Acquisition List”), for the 
purpose of protecting the safety of officers, residents 
and visitors in the City of Beverly Hills.

 NOW, THEREFORE, 

 Section 1.    The City Council hereby finds that all 
of the facts set forth in the Recitals above are true and 
correct.
 
 Section 2.  Legislative Findings.  Pursuant to 
Government Code Section 7071, the City Council 
considered the adoption of this Ordinance at a regular, 
public meeting on April 18, 2023, and based on the facts 
set forth above, the Agenda Report, the information pro-
vided to the City Council at the public meeting, and the 
record thereof which is incorporated by this reference, 
the City Council hereby determines and makes the fol-
lowing findings:

 A. The military equipment identified in the Beverly 
Hills Police Department’s New Acquisition List are 
necessary because there is no reasonable alternative 
that can achieve the same objective of officer and 
non-officer safety for the reasons identified in the New 
Acquisition List; and

 B. The military equipment identified in the Beverly 
Hills Police Department’s New Acquisition List will safe-
guard the public’s welfare, safety, civil rights, and civil 
liberties for the reasons identified in the New Acquisition 
List; and
 
 C. The military equipment identified in the Beverly 
Hills Police Department’s New Acquisition List are rea-
sonably cost effective compared to available alterna-
tives that can achieve the same objective of officer and 
non-officer safety for the reasons identified in the New 
Acquisition List; and 

 D. Prior military equipment use complied with 
Beverly Hills Police Department Policy 706.

 Section 3. Pursuant to Government Code Section 
7071, the City Council hereby authorizes the Beverly 
Hills Police Department to acquire the twenty additional 
drones identified in the Beverly Hills Police Department’s 
New Acquisition List, as set forth in the attached Exhibit 
A and incorporated by this reference.

 Section 4.  Severability.  If any section, sub-
section, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this ordinance or its application to any person 
or circumstance, is for any reason held to be invalid or 
unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, such 
invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect the validity 
or enforceability of the remaining sections, subsec-
tions, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses or 
phrases of this ordinance, or its application to any other 
person or circumstance.  The City Council declares that 
it  would have adopted each section, subsection, subdi-
vision, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase hereof, irre-
spective of the fact that any one or more sections, sub-
sections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, clauses 
or phrases hereof be declared invalid or unenforceable.

 Section 5.  Publication.  The City Clerk shall 
cause this Ordinance to be published at least once in a 
newspaper of general circulation published and circulat-
ed in the City within fifteen (15) days after its passage 
in accordance with Section 36933 of the Government 
Code, shall certify to the adoption of this Ordinance, and 
shall cause this Ordinance and this certification, togeth-
er with proof of publication, to be entered in the Book of 
Ordinances of the Council of this City.

 Section 6.   Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall 
go into effect and be in full force and effect at 12:01 a.m. 
on the thirty-first (31st) day after its passage. 

 Section 7.  Certification.  The City Clerk shall cer-
tify to the adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause the 
same to be published in the manner prescribed by law.

Adopted: May 2, 2023
Effective: June 2, 2023

JULIAN A. GOLD, M.D.
Mayor of the City of Beverly Hills, California

ATTEST:
HUMA AHMED (SEAL)
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
LAURENCE S. WIENER
City Attorney
  
APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:
NANCY HUNT-COFFEY  
City Manager

VOTE: 
AYES: Councilmembers Nazarian, Bosse, Mirisch, Vice 
Mayor Friedman, and Mayor Gold
NOES: None
CARRIED

EXHIBIT A
MILITARY EQUIPMENT USE INVENTORY - NEW 

ACQUISITION LIST
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE 
Trustee Sale No. 22-00267-2FNT 
Loan No: ***140 (Beverly Hills) APN 
4331-011-041 NOTE: THERE IS A 
SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION 
IN THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED 
(The above statement is made 
pursuant to CA Civil Code 
Section2923.3(d)(1). The Summary 
will not be recorded pursuant to CA 
Civil Code Section2923.3(a). It will 
be mailed to the Trustor(s) and/or 
vested owner(s) only, pursuant to 
CA Civil Code Section2923.3(d)(2).) 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A 
DEED OF TRUST DATED APRIL 
3, 2019. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT 
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. On May 19, 2023, at 
11:00 AM, by the fountain located at 
400 Civic Center Plaza, Pomona, CA 
91766, FIDELITY NATIONAL TITLE 
COMPANY, as the duly appoint-
ed Trustee (the "Trustee"), under 
and pursuant to the power of sale 
contained in that certain Deed of 
Trust recorded on April 15, 2019, 
as Instrument No. 20190328498 of 
official records in the office of the 
Recorder of Los Angeles County, 
CA, executed by: Lida Haghany 
Ebrahimian, Successor Trustee 
of the Manouchehr and Lida 
Ebrahimian Family Trust dated 
August 09, 2001, as Trustor (the 
"Trustor"), in favor of Pacific City 
Bank, as Beneficiary, and any mod-
ifications thereto are collectively 
referred to herein from time to time 
as the "Deed of Trust", WILL SELL 
AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER, in lawful money 
of the United States, all payable at 
the time of sale, that certain property 
situated in said County, California 
describing the land therein as: A 
CONDOMINIUM COMPRISED OF: 
PARCEL NO. 1: THAT PORTION 
OF LOT 1 OF TRACT NO. 35708, 
IN THE CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS, 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS PER 
MAP RECORDED IN BOOK 944 
PAGES 66 AND 67 OF MAPS, IN 
THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY 
RECORDER OF SAID COUNTY, 
SHOWN AND DEFINED AS UNIT 
101 OF THE CONDOMINIUM 
PLAN, RECORDED OCTOBER 3, 
1980 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 1980-
972284, OF OFFICIAL RECORDS 
OF SAID COUNTY. PARCEL NO. 
2: AN UNDIVIDED % INTEREST 
IN AND TO THAT PORTION OF 
LOT 1, OF SAID TRACT NO. 
35708, SHOWN AND DEFINED 
AS "COMMON AREA" ON SAID 
CONDOMINIUM PLAN. NOTICE TO 
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are 
considering bidding on this property 
lien, you should understand that 
there are risks involved in bidding at 
a trustee auction. You will be bidding 
on a lien, not on the Property itself. 
Placing the highest bid at a trustee 
auction does not automatically enti-
tle you to free and clear ownership 
of the Property. You should also be 
aware that the lien being auctioned 
off may be a junior lien. If you are 
the highest bidder at the auction, 
you are or may be responsible for 
paying off all liens senior to the lien 
being auctioned off, before you can 
receive clear title to the Property. 
You are encouraged to investigate 
the existence, priority, and size of 
outstanding liens that may exist 
on this Property by contacting the 
county recorder's office or a title 
insurance company, either of which 
may charge you a fee for this infor-
mation. If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware that 
the same lender may hold more than 
one mortgage or deed of trust on the 
Property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY 
OWNER: The sale date shown on 

this notice of sale may be post-
poned one or more times by the 
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or 
a court, pursuant to Section 2924g 
of the California Civil Code. The law 
requires that information about trust-
ee sale postponements be made 
available to you and to the public, 
as a courtesy to those not present 
at the sale. If you wish to learn 
whether your sale date has been 
postponed, and, if applicable, the 
rescheduled time and date for the 
sale of this Property, you may call 
1.866.684.2727 or visit this Internet 
Website www.servicelinkasap.com, 
using the file number assigned 
to this case 22-00267-2FNT. 
Information about postponements 
that are very short in duration or that 
occur close in time to the sched-
uled sale may not immediately be 
reflected in the telephone informa-
tion or on the Internet Website. The 
best way to verify postponement 
information is to attend the sched-
uled sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: 
You may have a right to purchase 
this property after the trustee auc-
tion pursuant to Section 2924m of 
the California Civil Code. If you are 
an "eligible tenant buyer," you can 
purchase the property if you match 
the last and highest bid placed at 
the trustee auction. If you are an 
"eligible bidder," you may be able to 
purchase the property if you exceed 
the last and highest bid placed at 
the trustee auction. There are three 
steps to exercising this right of pur-
chase. First, 48 hours after the date 
of the trustee sale, you can call 
1.866.684.2727, or visit this internet 
website www.servicelinkasap.com, 
using the file number assigned to 
this case 22-00267-2FNT to find 
the date on which the trustee's sale 
was held, the amount of the last and 
highest bid, and the address of the 
trustee. Second, you must send a 
written notice of intent to place a 
bid so that the trustee receives it no 
more than 15 days after the trustee's 
sale. Third, you must submit a bid so 
that the trustee receives it no more 
than 45 days after the trustee's sale. 
If you think you may qualify as an 
"eligible tenant buyer" or "eligible 
bidder," you should consider con-
tacting an attorney or appropriate 
real estate professional immediately 
for advice regarding this potential 
right to purchase. The real Property 
heretofore described is being sold 
"as is". The street address and other 
common designation, if any, of the 
real Property described above is 
purported to be: 324 South Elm 
Drive #101, Beverly Hills, CA The 
undersigned Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness of the 
street address and other common 
designation, if any, shown here-
in. Said sale will be made without 
covenant or warranty, express or 
implied, regarding title, possession, 
or encumbrances, to pay the remain-
ing unpaid balance of the obliga-
tions secured by and pursuant to 
the power of sale contained in that 
certain Deed of Trust (together with 
any modifications thereto). The total 
amount of the unpaid balance of the 
obligations secured by the Property 
to be sold and reasonable estimat-
ed costs, expenses and advances 
at the time of the initial publica-
tion of this Notice of Trustee's Sale 
is estimated to be $3,729,377.58 
(Estimated), provided, however, pre-
payment premiums, accrued interest 
and advances will increase this fig-
ure prior to sale. Beneficiary's bid 
at said sale may include all or part 
of said amount. In addition to cash, 
the Trustee will accept a cashier's 
check drawn on a state or national 
bank, a check drawn by a state 
or federal credit union or a check 
drawn by a state or federal savings 
and loan association, savings asso-
ciation or savings bank specified 
in Section 5102 of the California 

Financial Code and authorized to 
do business in California, or other 
such funds as may be acceptable 
to the trustee. In the event tender 
other than cash is accepted, the 
Trustee may withhold the issuance 
of the Trustee's Deed Upon Sale 
until funds become available to the 
payee or endorsee as a matter of 
right. The Property offered for sale 
excludes all funds held on account 
by the Property receiver, if applica-
ble. DATE: April 25, 2023 FIDELITY 
NATIONAL TITLE COMPANY, 
TRUSTEE 22-00267-2FNT 5170 
Golden Foothill Parkway, Suite 130 
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 916-
636-0114 Sara Berens, Authorized 
Signor SALE INFORMATION CAN 
BE OBTAINED ON LINE AT www.
servicelinkasap.com AUTOMATED 
SALES INFORMATION PLEASE 
CALL 1.866.684.2727 A-4782414 
04/28/2023, 05/05/2023, 05/12/2023

––––––
SUPERIOR COURT OF 

CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 
LOS ANGELES

CASE NO: 23SMCP00234
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

In the Matter of the petition of: 
Isaac Anthony Benarroch
To all interested person(s): 
Petitioner: 
Isaac Anthony Benarroch
current residence address: 
130 N. Hamilton Drive, 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211 filed 
a petition with the Superior 
Court of California, County 
of Los Angeles, 1725 Main 
St. Santa Monica, 90401. 
Santa Monica Courthouse, 
on April 28, 2023 for a 
Decree changing names as 
follows:
Present Name: Isaac 
Anthony Benarroch
Proposed Name: ISAAC 
BENARROCH
The court orders  that all per-
sons interested in this mat-
ter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change 
of name should not be grant-
ed. Any person objecting to 
the name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear at the 
hearing to show cause why 
the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court 
may grant the petition without 
a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING:
Date: June 23, 2023      
Time: 8:30 AM
Department: K         
The address of the court is:
1725 Main Street,  Santa 
Monica, CA 90401

Reason for name change: 
Petitioner is already known 
by his proposed name wish-
es to be known by his pro-
posed name in all personal/
business affairs.

I declare under penalty of 
perjury under the laws of the 
State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 
Signed:  Isaac Anthony 
Benarroch

Judge of the Superior 
Court: 
Lawrence H. Cho
Clerk: David W. Slayton 
Deputy: C. Coleman
Dated: April 28, 2023 
Published: 05/05/23, 05/12/23, 
05/19/23, 05/26/23
BHC-R27298
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ORDINANCE NO. 23-O-2876

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY 
HILLS RENEWING ITSMILITARY EQUIPMENT USE 
ORDINANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT 
CODE SECTION 7071

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEVERLY 
HILLS DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

 WHEREAS, on September 30, 2021, the State 
Legislature enacted Assembly Bill 481 (“AB 481”), 
adding sections 7070 et seq. to the Government Code, 
requiring law enforcement agencies to obtain approv-
al from their governing body before acquiring military 
equipment, as defined by Government Code section 
7070(c); and

 WHEREAS, Government Code section 7071 
requires law enforcement agencies to obtain approval 
from their governing body by an ordinance adopting a 
military equipment use policy, at a regular meeting held 
pursuant to open meeting laws, prior to taking certain 
actions relating to the funding, acquisition, or use of 
military equipment; and

 WHEREAS, on April 26, 2022, City Council adopt-
ed its military equipment use ordinance, Ordinance 
No. 22-O-2859, approving the Beverly Hills Police 
Department’s Military Equipment Use Policy (“Policy 
706”) and Military Equipment Use Inventory; and

 WHEREAS, the Beverly Hills Police Department 
currently possesses equipment that qualifies under the 
definition of “military equipment” in Government Code 
section 7070(c), and wishes to continue to use such 
equipment in a responsible manner to ensure the safety 
of the community and its residents; and

 WHEREAS, in accordance with Government 
Code Section 7071(e)(1), a law enforcement agency 
seeking to continue the use of any military equipment 
must annually commence the governing body renewal 
process for the military equipment use ordinance adopt-
ed by the governing body; and

 WHEREAS, the renewal of the military equipment 
use ordinance is necessary in order to continue the use 
of such equipment for the purpose of protecting the 
safety of officers, residents and visitors in the City of 
Beverly Hills; and

 WHEREAS, in accordance with Government Code 
Section 7072(a), the Beverly Hills Police Department 
submitted an annual report for each type of military 
equipment approved and has posted a copy of the annual 
report on the Beverly Hills Police Department’s website.

 WHEREAS, this ordinance was introduced to 
the City Council at the public meeting held on April 18, 
2023, at which time the public had the opportunity to 
comment on this ordinance and the renewal of the mil-
itary equipment use ordinance, military equipment use 
policy, and military equipment use inventory list.

 NOW, THEREFORE,

 Section 1. The City Council hereby finds that all 
of the facts set forth in the Recitals above are true and 
correct.

 Section 2. Legislative Findings. Pursuant to 
Government Code Section 7071, the City Council 
considered the adoption of this Ordinance at a regular, 
public meeting on April 18, 2023, and based on the facts 
set forth above, the Agenda Report, the information pro-
vided to the City Council at the public meeting, and the 
record thereof which is incorporated by this reference, 
the City Council hereby determines and makes the fol-
lowing findings:
 
 A. The military equipment identified in Beverly 
Hills Police Department Policy 706 is necessary because 
there is no reasonable alternative that can achieve the 
same objective of officer and non-officer safety for the 
reasons identified in the Beverly Hills Police Department
Military Equipment Inventory; and
 
 B. The military equipment use policy, Beverly Hills 
Police Department Policy 706, will safeguard the pub-
lic’s welfare, safety, civil rights, and civil liberties for the 
reasons identified in the Beverly Hills Police Department 
Military Equipment Inventory; and
 C. The military equipment identified in Beverly 
Hills Police Department Policy 706 is reasonably cost 
effective compared to available alternatives that can 
achieve the same objective of officer and non-officer 
safety for the reasons identified in the Beverly Hills 
Police Department Military Equipment Inventory; and

 D. Prior military equipment use complied with 
Beverly Hills Police Department Policy 706.

 Section 3. Pursuant to Government Code Section 
7071, the City Council hereby renews its military equip-
ment use ordinance, Ordinance No. 22-O-2859, and 
the military equipment use policy, Beverly Hills Policy 
Department Policy 706, as set forth in the attached 
Exhibit A and incorporated by this reference.

 Section 4. Severability. If any section, sub-
section, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this ordinance or its application to any 
person or circumstance, is for any reason held to 
be invalid or unenforceable by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, such invalidity or unenforceability shall 
not affect the validity or enforceability of the remain-
ing sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, 
sentences, clauses or phrases of this ordinance, or its 
application to any other person or circumstance. The 
City Council declares that it would have adopted each 
section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, 
clause, phrase hereof, irrespective of the fact that 
any one or more sections, subsections, subdivisions, 
paragraphs, sentences, clauses or phrases hereof be 
declared invalid or unenforceable.

 Section 5. Publication. The City Clerk shall cause 
this Ordinance to be published at least once in a news-
paper of general circulation published and circulated 
in the City within fifteen (15) days after its passage in 
accordance with Section 36933 of the Government 
Code, shall certify to the adoption of this Ordinance, and 
shall cause this Ordinance and this certification, togeth-
er with proof of publication, to be entered in the Book of 
Ordinances of the Council of this City.

 Section 6. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall 
go into effect and be in full force= and effect at 12:01 
a.m. on the thirty-first (31st) day after its passage.

 Section 7. Certification. The City Clerk shall certi-
fy to the adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause the 
same to be published in the manner prescribed by law.

Adopted: May 2, 2023
Effective: June 2, 2023

JULIAN A. GOLD, M.D.
Mayor of the City of Beverly Hills, California

ATTEST:
HUMA AHMED (SEAL)
City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
LAURENCE S. WIENER
City Attorney
  
APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:
NANCY HUNT-COFFEY  
City Manager

VOTE: 
AYES: Councilmembers Nazarian, Bosse, Mirisch, Vice 
Mayor Friedman, and Mayor Gold
NOES: None
CARRIED
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 Personal Training 
      & Massage Therapy

Rebecca Kordecki, LMT I 310-854-2461

Looking to:
Get Lean and Tone? 
Relax and Reset?

Over 26 yrs exp.
Call Now 

To Get Started

08
LEGAL SERVICES

47
HEALTH & BEAUTY

• Bradford L. Treusch •
SUPER LAWYER

SuperLawyers.com

No Recovery, No Fee!
Free Consultation.

LAW OFFICES OF
BRADFORD L. TREUSCH
• 310/557-2599 •

“A/V” RATED FOR
OVER 35 YEARS.

www.Treusch.net

LEGAL  PROBLEMS?
TOP “A/V” RATED BEVERLY HILLS

LAW FIRM CAN HELP YOU.
Specializing In:   Divorce, Collection of

Delinquent Support & Personal Injury Auto &
Motorcycle Accident Cases, Civil, Real Estate,

Family Law & Auto Accidents

- FINANCIAL  & TAX CONSULTING -
(310) 749-8121

www.taxea.net • taxdoctor@mindspring.com

You May Not
Need Surgery At All!

Any Sports Injuries of Hip, Knee, Ankle, Bunions,
Torn Meniscus or ACL, Prolapsed Disc of Spine.
BRS is the solution - Quick Recovery in days.
Huntington Body Rejuvenation B.H.

Milly Ng - Body Rejuvenation Specialist
Over 30 years experience.

Famous on Non-Surgical Treatment.
For More Info:
310-801-6306
ngmilly@gmail.com
8543 Clifton Way,
Beverly Hills, CA 90211
www.BodyRejuvenationSystem.

You May Not Need To Get Your Tooth Pulled,
LANAP™ LASER GUM TREATMENT

Is Hope For Hopeless Teeth!   
No Cutting.  No Stitches.

Quick & Comfortable Recovery.
Procedure can be done within your lunch hour.

Harvard trained, board certified periodontist.
Author of “Keep Your Teeth”, available on Amazon.

For More Info.:  310/205-0900
www.AuroraPeriodontal.com

9735 Wilshire Bl. #211, Beverly Hills 90212

 
SHARONA DAYAN, DDS, DMSc

Board Certified Periodontist, Harvard School of Dental Medicine

50
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

LIFE COACH
Feeling stuck?

Make 2023
a game changer!

 •  15 years experience
 • iPEC Certified

(310) 463-5038
Claudia@ClaudiaTumas.com

PPR CERTIFIED
PICKLEBALL 

INSTRUCTOR
looking to give 

lessons on private 
PB or tennis court.

Gary 213/587-7614

02
ACCOUNTING / BOOKKEEPING

58
SCHOOLS &

INSTRUCTION 

47
HEALTH & BEAUTY

58
SCHOOLS &

INSTRUCTION 

LIVE NOTARY 
PUBLIC CLASSES

PASS THE STATE TEST 
THE FIRST TIME

6-HOUR COURSE
100% PASS RATE

EXPERIENCED INSTRUCTORS
A&A NOTARY 

PUBLIC CLASSES
323-333-1339 Ann

(reserve your seat)

TO ADVERTISE
IN OUR

CLASSIFIEDS
CALL US AT

310-278-1322

WONDER YEARS 
PRESCHOOL

Fun Program year 
round. Music, Art, 

Dance & Yoga
Join in now!

Ages 18 - 5yrs.
Monday-Friday
7:30-5:30pm.

(310) 473-0772 

68
CHILD CARE 

88
ELDERLY CARE 

B L E S S I N G  H A N D S
H O M E  C A R E

In-Home Quality 
Affordable Caregivers

COVID VACCINATED 
PRACTICING SAFETY PROTOCOLS

Light housekeeping, meal
prep, incontinent care,
medication mgmt, post

recovery, transportation,
hospice care support, etc.
24/7 Care • Long/Short-
Term, P/T or As Needed.
Excellent References!

Bonded & Insured
Free Consultation @
24-Hrs 805/915-7751

818/433-0182
S P E C I A L  R A T E S

 A V A I L A B L E

CAREGIVER
Seeks live-in position, 
available 7 days/wk
22 hours a day for 
$1000 per week.

Excellent references.
Contact David Mays

at 310/709-7382
davidfrancismays@

icloud.com

WOMAN 
CAREGIVER / 
COMPANION 

EXPERIENCED, 
CONSERVATIVE, 

KIND & CALM.
US citizen, East coast 
educated, interesting 

conversationalist, 
available for live in 

position with salary.
Light cooking, no 

nursing, no cleaning.
The best you’ll fi nd.
Call  805-883-8822

Ordinance NO. 23-O-2876 : continue from Page 24

ORDINANCE NO. 23-O-2876



88
ELDERLY

CARE

BEVERLY HILLS
320 N. La Peer Dr.
1 Bd.+Den+1 Ba.

3 Bd. + 2 Ba.

• 424/877-3827 • 
Pets Considered.

F O R
L E A S E

BEVERLY HILLS
8725 Clifton Way
1 Bd.+Den+2 Ba.

* Charming & Bright *

424/877-3828

BEVERLY HILLS
443 S. Oakhurst Dr.
1 Bd.+Den+1 Ba.

1 Bd. + 1 Ba.

424/877-3990

270
CONDOS 
FOR SALE

Single Office
Available

Apprx. 11ft.x18ft.
$2,200/Month

With reception, library
and kitchen access.
• 310/273-0136 •

Close to shops
and restaurants.

Prime Beverly Hills
Triangle Canon Dr.

Adjacent to
Maybourne Hotel

90
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

240
OFFICES / STORES 

FOR LEASE

Classifi eds
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BEVERLY HILLS HAIR SALON 
with an excellent reputation. Seeking for 
an established Hairstylist or Barber for 

full-time or part-time chair rental.
Contact Owner @ 310 849 9430

FULLY FURNISHED EXECUTIVE LAW SUITE
8383 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills

Spectactular Views 8th Flr - $1,200-$1,800/Mo.

Amenities: 

   
For more info, call: 323-655-0961.  Ask for Miriam or Hope.

425
HOUSES 

FOR RENT

Beverly Hills 90211
Remodeled 2,100sf.
Both Fully Furnished
3 Bdrm.+2.5 Bath
+ 2+1 Guesthouse
Hi-ceilings, contempo-

rary, a/c, huge kitch. 
opens to deck, lush 

yards, water fall, jacuzzi.
Long-term/short-term.
Avail separate/combined.
Call/Txt: 213/761-2766

440
UNFURNISHED
APTS/CONDOS

89
BEAUTY SALONW

BEVERLY HILLS
TRIANGLE

Wilshire/Beverly Dr.
2-Offices in

1st Class Building
Furnished/Unfurnished
Aprox. 132sf. each

Large Windows,
available with reception,

conference room,
kitchen access, parking

available, lobby
with guard 24/7.

Starting at $1,600
310/273-4682 Park-Like Setting

• 2 Bd. + 21/2 Ba.

$2,695,000
Call Broker:

• 310-557-1900 •
DRE# 02094774

Le Parc
Century City

For Sale

Beautiful Remodel

WEST HOLLYWOOD
2 BDRMS, 2 BATHS
Newly remodeled with
hardwood floors and 
plenty of closet space.

Pool, laundry and 
subterranean parking. 

$3,150/MO. 
917 LARRABEE ST

424/202-0069

WEST HOLLYWOOD
1 BEDROOM 

Newly remodeled with
hardwood floors and 
plenty of closet space.

Pool, laundry and 
subterranean parking. 

$2,750/MO. 
917 LARRABEE ST

424/202-0069
REFERRAL CARE

(Formerly Executive Home Care, Inc.)
OVER 22 YEARS OF SERVICE

AFFORDABLE ELDERCARE

 • Caregivers   • Companions 
 •  CNA   •  CHHA   •  Live-In / Live-Out                           
Experienced • Compassionate • Fully Screened     

310.859.0440
www.exehomecare.com 

 BBB A+ Rated         Insured & Bonded           Referral  Agency       

ARE YOU A SENIOR AND 
NEED ASSISTANCE?

We can help YOU!

CALL LISA 24HRS.
323/877-8121  • 323/806-3046

We provide experienced Caregivers, CNA’s 
& HHA’s for seniors needing companions to 
drive them to doctors, prepare meals, light 
housekeeping, etc... We offer responsible 
and nurturing care. Our staff is thoroughly 
screened and we care. Live In/Out

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

LAND: BAR HARBOR, MAINE: 
Mt Desert Island, Acadia National Park. 

Awesome Views:

Ocean/Bay Property# 1: waterfront 530 ft 4.03 
acres $1,385,000. #2: waterfront 1,423 ft 8.22 acres 
$1,495,000. Hancock Airport 3.8 miles, Bangor 38 
miles. MLS 1548854: Contact: Knowles Company 
Beth Ingebritson 207-276-3323

258
WATERFRONT LAND FOR SALE

 BEVERLY HILLS
9615 BRIGHTON WAY

Beautiful suite in the heart of Beverly 

Beverly Hills SHARED 
Medical Suite Rental.
For:

Contact Carole Lewis at:
310-699-4998 or carole@estheticeyes.com

Contact Carole Lewis at:
310-699-4998 or carole@estheticeyes.com

440
UNFURNISHED
APTS/CONDOS

BEVERLY HILLS
Completely Remodeld
LARGE 1 BD. + 1 BA.
with hardwood fl oors, 

recess lighting, all new 
appliances, laundry 
facility, secured garage. 
No pets. $2,950/MO.
Next to Century City 
and Roxbury Park. 

Call 310/713-1664

TO ADVERTISE
IN THE 

COURIER
CLASSIFIEDS
CALL US AT:

310 278 1322

Accounting Associate:
Analysis & interpretation of accounting re-
cords, & preparation of fi nancial statements. 
Analyze financial reports & prepare tax  
returns of companies & individuals following 
tax laws. Jobsite: Los Angeles, CA. Min. 
Bachelor’s in Accounting/ Accountancy or 
foreign equiv., + knowledge of Financial 
Accounting & Income Tax req’d. Fax CV to 
Kamrouz Eliassi, CPA, attn.: K. Eliassi 
@ (310) 424-7462

240
OFFICES / STORES FOR LEASE



MARBLE
RESTORATION

A F F O R D A B L E 
H A N D Y W O M A N

• Molly Hanmer •
does home repairs,

installs tv’s,
puts up shelves,
curtains & more.

• No Job Too Small •
831/236-2116

$35 OFF
1st Job of 2023!
*Mention “BH Courier”

HANDYWOMAN
SERVICES

FLOORING

ROOFING

GOLD  COAST
~ MARBLE ~
Marble Polishing • Sealing

 Floor Restoration • Grout Cleaning

Call For Free Estimate:
• 818/348-3266 • 

• Cell: 818/422-9493 •
• Member of BBB •

REAL ESTATE AGENTS/SELLERS,
PREP YOUR PROPERTIES.

Luxury Jewels of Beverly Hills

BRING USYOURWAWW TAA CHES, DIAMONDS, ESTATT TAA E JEWELRYRR ,YY
GOLD/SILVER, COINS, ART & ANTIQUES. WE HAVE
OVER 100 COMBINED YEARS OF EXPERTISE IN BUYING,

SELLING AND APPRAISAL.

WE PAPP YAA PREMIUM PRICES!
“WE BEATAA MOST AUCTION HOUSE PRICES”

BUY • SELL • LOAN • TRADE • CONSIGN

203 S. BEVERLY DRIVE, BEVERLY HILLS 90212

310-205-0093 • INFO@LJOBH.COM
license #19100971

MICHAEL
NEWMAN

DAVID
NEWMAN

310.276.0188 818.888.9200
WWW.BEVERLYHILLSANTIQUES.COM

WOOD
FLOORS

• Sanding
• Staining
• Bleaching
• Matching
• Finishing
310/849-6019

30 Years of
Artistic Experience.

ART WANTED

CARE ELECTRIC
ALL ELECTRICAL NEEDS

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
EXPERT REPAIR • SMALL JOBS OK

FULLY INSURED • ALL WORK GUARANTEED

310-901-9411
LIC#568446

ANTIQUES / JEWELRY

R. Zach Jewelers.  Buying and selling the most unusual 
pieces of estate and modern jewelry, watches and gutiars
since 1988.    310-859-8666     Insta: @rzachjewelry 

www.rzach.com   •  9897 Santa Monica Blvd., BH
      9897 Santa Monica Blvd., BH

     @rzachjewelry     (310) 859-8666     

WWW.DECARRERAFINEART.COM

310/303-4853

ELECTRICAL

ANTIQUES / JEWELRY GARDENING / LANDSCAPING 

CLOCK
REPAIR

449
PLOT FOR SALE
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508 
AUTOS

WANTED

CA$H 
FOR 

CARS
WE BUY CARS/OLD

NEW/CLASSIC
RUNNING OR NOT

WILL APPRAISE YOUR 
CAR FOR FREE

PLEASE CALL
JOHN or FLETCH

SOUTH BAY MOTORSPORTS 
FOR YOUR 

AUTOMOBILE NEEDS

(323) 868-4119 
(310) 989-0808

www.
beverlyhillscourier

.com

ANTIQUES / 
JEWELRY

Pierce Brothers Westwood Village 
Memorial Park & Mortuary 

For more info call (310) 770-0032

Beautiful oasis tucked 
away in the heart of 
Los Angeles. Our plot  
is located in the middle 
grass area, surrounded 
by celebrities including 
Marilyn Monroe, Hugh
Hefner, Farrah Fawcett 

double depth plot avaible 
for purchase $170,000.

FABULOUS PAINTER 
FOR HOUSES

COMMERCIAL AND APARTMENTS
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Great references with 25 years experience.  
call BYRON PEREZ @ 818/378-8218 
GREAT PRICES AND GREAT WORK

PAINTING 

ROOFERS Inc.
We Do All

Types of Roofs

New Roofs & Repairs

Call Steven @:
• 213/675-3769
  • 800/213-6806
   • 310/857-0301

Lic. #424795 CA
Subdiv. of Adorn Construction
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