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Attacker of Beverly 
Hills Couple Faces 
Life in Prison

Raphy Nissel said he doesn’t care about 
punishing the man charged with striking 
him in the back of the head with a belt buckle 
and trying to rob him and his wife, Rivka, 
while they were walking to Young Israel of 
North Beverly Hills to celebrate Shabbat 
over the weekend.

The 75-year-old was wearing a yarmulke 

Raphy Nissel addresses members of the community alongside his wife, Rivka Nissel, and 
Rabbi Marvin Hier of the Simon Wiesenthal Center during a menorah lighting ceremony 
on Dec. 12.

Tentative agreements reached between hotel 
management and employees of the Beverly 
Hilton, Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills and the 
Beverly Wilshire on Dec. 8, Dec. 9 and Dec. 13, 
respectively, promise improved pay, benefi ts 
and working conditions while signaling the 
end of months of strategic work stoppages.

Representatives for Unite Here Local 
11, the union representing housekeepers, 
front desk staff  and restaurant employees 
at the three Beverly Hills hotels as well as 
thousands of other workers across Southern 
California, declined to immediately comment 
on the details of compensation and benefi ts 
off ered in the agreements. The deals must be 
ratifi ed by a majority of union members to 
be fi nalized. A date for a vote had not been 
set as of press time, Unite Here spokesperson 
Maria Hernandez told the Courier.

The announcement of tentative contracts 
came as preparations for the Golden Globes, 
scheduled for Jan. 7, were underway at the 
Beverly Hilton. 

So far, the three unionized hotels located 
in Beverly Hills and seven others in Southern 

Tentative 
Agreements 
Reached 
Between Local 
Hotels and 
Union

BY ERIC LICAS

BY ERIC LICAS

when he was hit on the morning of Dec. 
9. Nissel was bloodied, and also became 
enraged upon hearing the man who attacked 
him tell his wife to “give me your earrings, 
Jew.” 

Authorities typically recommend 
avoiding confrontation during a robbery. 
However, the couple, outraged by appar-
ently being singled out for their religion, 

See BEVERLY HILLS COUPLE, page 14

See HAMID OMRANI, page 15

See LOCAL HOTELS AND UNION, page 17

BY CLARA HARTER

Architect 
Hamid Omrani 
Declares 2024 
City Council 
Candidacy

Longtime Beverly Hills resident and home 
designer Hamid Omrani has become one 
of the fi nal candidates to enter the race for 
the hotly contested City Council seats in the 
March 2024 election. 

The experienced architect is running a 
somewhat unorthodox campaign, seeking 
to shake up the status quo of what people 
consider necessary to run for council.

First Lady Jill Biden Visits 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

First Lady Dr. Jill Biden has been working to 
improve women’s health care long before 
moving into the White House. So, when 
former California First Lady Maria Shriver 
approached Biden earlier this year to help 
close the research gaps in women’s health, 
Biden immediately jumped on board, she said. 

On Dec. 8, Biden traveled to Cedars-
Sinai Medical Center to announce the new 
White House initiative on Women’s Health 
Research, which is aimed at overhauling 
the country’s approach to funding and con-
ducting women’s health research to fi nd 
solutions to the most pressing and under-
studied women’s health issues, Biden said. 

“Research on women’s health has been 
underfunded for decades, and many con-
ditions that mostly or only aff ect women … 

have received limited attention,” Biden said. 
“Because of these gaps, we understand far 
too little about these conditions and how 
to help the millions of women who struggle 

First Lady Jill Biden spoke at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center on Dec. 8.

BY JOEY WALDINGER

See FIRST LADY, page 17
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Photo by Joey Waldinger



NOW - DEC. 17
BEVERLY HILLS PLAYHOUSE: 

“BOB’S OFFICE HOLIDAY PARTY”
FRI.-SAT. 8 P.M.
SUN. 7 P.M.
Beverly Hills Playhouse presents the 25th 
season of “Bob’s O�ce Holiday Party.” In 
the show, every year, insurance agent Bob 
Finhead’s whacked out friends and clients 
stop by his small-town Iowa o�ce for their 
annual holiday bash. The town mayor, 
the sheri�, the twin farmer sisters, the 
stoner, the town �oozy and the pastor’s 
wife have already RSVP’d for this year’s 
event. But Bob has dreams of a bigger 
life and wants to escape their narrow-
minded thinking. The Beverly Hills 
Playhouse is located at 254 S. Robertson 
Blvd., Beverly Hills. General admission is 
$35 and VIP admission is $45. The show 
runs for approximately 90 minutes and is 
recommended for audiences 16 and older. 
onstage411.com/BHOP

NOW - DEC. 17
THEATRE 40: “THE HALF-LIGHT”
SAT. 7:30 P.M., SUN. 2 P.M.
Theatre 40 presents the West Coast 
premiere of “The Half-Life” by Monica 
Wood. After an intriguing encounter 
with a psychic, a college secretary asks 
herself if certain people can be trained to 
see the dead. Iris’s pursuit of an answer 
leads to a more earthbound challenge 
when her beloved colleague, Andrew, is 
suddenly felled by grief. Armed with her 
intuition and the garrulous enthusiasm 
of her friend Helen, Iris attempts to coax 
Andrew back to the land of the living. 
In the meantime, Helen faces o� with 
her daughter, Teresa, who believes her 
house is haunted. These four characters’ 
entwined journeys all tilt toward the same 
goal: to be fully seen in the light and the 
half-light by another living being. Tickets 

heartwarming London setting. Iconic 
scenes from the movie are displayed 
on screens that move throughout the 
set, complemented by an all-star cast of 
singers and a live orchestra, delivering a 
reimagined soundtrack featuring beloved 
songs such as “Christmas is All Around,” 

“Trouble with Love,” and Joni Mitchell’s 
“Both Sides Now.” Tickets range from 
$79-$139. The Wallis is located at 9390 N. 
Santa Monica Blvd., Beverly Hills.
thewallis.org

NOW - JAN. 7, 2024
THE HOLIDAY ICE RINK 
PERSHING SQUARE
The Holiday Ice Rink at Pershing Square 
reopens with performances this year as 
part of the annual tree lighting. At 7,200 
square feet, it is the city’s largest outdoor 
rink and o�ers visitors professional-
quality ice for skating and entertainment. 
Wednesday nights are DJ Spotlight 
Nights, featuring performances from 
local DJs. The rink also participates in 
the City of Los Angeles Department of 
Parks and Recreation Winter Festival on 
Dec. 16. Located at 532 South Olive St., 
Los Angeles, this landmark destination 
is easily accessible by car, bus, Metro 
(Pershing Square stop) or Metrolink. 
General admission to the rink, including 
skate rental, is $20, locker rental is $5 
and skate helpers are $6. Tickets can be 
purchased in advance online. 
holidayicerinkdowntownla.com

NOW - JAN. 13, 2024
ACADEMY MUSEUM OF MOTION 
PICTURES: “SONG KANG-HO”
The Academy Museum presents the ¤rst 
retrospective series of Song Kang-ho, 
which celebrates his dynamic career and 
his genuine love for cinema. Born in 1967, 
Song aspired to become an actor as young 

as age 15, realizing his dream by joining 
a theatre company in his early 20s. Song 
made his ¤lm debut in 1996 at the dawn 
of the Renaissance of Korean cinema 
and has remained incredibly proli¤c, 
crafting a remarkable array of work. A 
master of versatility, Song employs 
negative space in his artistry, resisting 
the urge to convey his characters in linear, 
conventional ways. His insight transcends 
the boundaries of acting, resembling that 
of a director, with extensive knowledge of 
¤lmmaking elements and the importance 
of their harmony as the collective force to 
create good cinema. The next installments 
of this series include “The Good, the Bad, 
the Weird” in 35mm on Dec. 15 at 7:30 
p.m. On Dec. 16, a double feature of “The 
Foul King” and “Broker” are shown at 2 
p.m. On Dec. 18, “The Throne” starts at 
7:30 p.m. All showings are at the Academy 
Museum, and tickets are available online. 
The Academy Museum is located at 6067 
Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles.
academymuseum.org

DEC. 21-22
OPEN FIST THEATRE COMPANY: 

“BOTH: A HARD DAY’S SILENT NIGHT”
4 P.M., 8 P.M.

“Both” combines The Beatles and 
the Christmas story. Audiences can 
celebrate the holidays with “Both: A Hard 
Day’s Silent Night,” Open Fist Theatre 
Company’s annual holiday charity 
concert spectacular. A choir and a live 
band spread peace and joy, telling the 
Christmas story through e�ervescent 
Gospel arrangements of Beatles songs. 
Proceeds bene¤t Heart of Los Angeles, 
giving underserved kids an equal chance 
to succeed through a comprehensive 
array of after-school academic, arts, 
athletics and wellness programs. 
Performances are held at the Eli and 
Edyth Broad Stage at 1310 11th St., Santa 
Monica. Tickets are $25, $35 or $50. 
open¤st.org

DEC. 24
THE MUSIC CENTER: 64TH ANNUAL 
L.A. COUNTY HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
3-6 P.M.
The 64th annual L.A. County Holiday 
Celebration o�ers Angelenos of all ages 
the opportunity to experience and honor 
the dynamic, rich cultures of the county. 
Attendees can enjoy a diverse lineup of 
L.A.-based artists including many past 
favorites and some exciting new talent. 
The show features performances by 
choral groups, dance troupes and local 
artists, the Holiday Celebration brings 
holiday cheer into the homes and hearts 
of all who tune in. Viewers may see the 
L.A. County Holiday Celebration live at 
The Music Center’s Dorothy Chandler 
Pavilion (135 N. Grand Ave.), watch it on 
PBS SoCal or stream online. It is free to 
attend this event and RSVP is available 
online.
musiccenter.org

are $35. Theatre 40 is located at 241 S. 
Moreno Drive, Beverly Hills. 
theatre40.org

NOW - DEC. 22
GAGOSIAN: “IN A SHADY VALLEY, 
NEAR RUNNING WATER”
TUES.-SAT. 10 A.M.-5:30 P.M.
Gagosian presents “In a Shady Valley, 
Near a Running Water,” an exhibition 
of new paintings by Ewa Juszkiewicz in 
Beverly Hills. This will be Juszkiewicz’s 
¤rst solo exhibition in California and her 
second with the gallery. Juszkiewicz’s 
oil paintings of women begin with 
historical portraits, appropriating their 
style while subverting their conventions 
through fantastical and discomforting 
pictorial interventions. In the paintings 
exhibited in Beverly Hills (all works 
2023), Juszkiewicz obscures her 
subjects’ faces, substituting passages 
of tightly coi�ed hair, swaths of fabric, 
arrangements of �owers and foliage 
and other additions that meticulously 
maintain the style of her sources while 
subsuming their recognizable features. 
These surreal elements estrange the 
viewer’s expectations and challenge 
the means by which women’s identities 
have long been obscured, idealized 
and marginalized. Admission to the 
Gagosian is free. It is located at 456 N. 
Camden Drive, Beverly Hills.
gagosian.com

NOW - DEC. 30
THE WALLIS: “LOVE ACTUALLY LIVE”
7:30 P.M.
The Wallis presents the 20th anniversary 
of “Love Actually Live.” The show 
transports friends and families into 
a three-dimensional world where 
the ¤lm and live action seamlessly 
blend, immersing audiences in the 

Cheyenne Wells as Juliet and Brian McKnight Jr. as Peter in The Wallis’ “Love Actually Live” until Dec. 30
Photo by Rob Latour

DECEMBER 15, 2023PAGE 2

Courier Calendar



DECEMBER 15, 2023 PAGE 3

A DONOR ADVISED FUND with us tells
your story. It’s a sign of all you believe in. 

We’re the Jewish Community Foundation of
Los Angeles. We’re a reliable partner, helping to 
guide you through strategic planning, charitable 
giving and complicated tax laws.

With over $1 billion of assets and 1400+ donor
families, we’ve helped people like you develop tax 
effi  cient charitable accounts for nearly  70 years, 
like a Donor Advised Fund. You can use it to 
support numerous nonprofi ts, including those 
providing emergency relief for the crisis in Israel. 

Contact us for more information. It couldn’t hurt.

jcfl a.org

An account
with us is like
a mezuzah
on the door.
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An award-winning community for seniors set in an enviable location, 
The Watermark at Westwood Village features luxurious residences for 
Independent Living, Assisted Living, and Memory Care. Just steps 
from the UCLA campus, life here is richer and more rewarding with a 
wealth of elevated experiences that transcend senior living. 

This upscale community is contemporary, comfortable, and close 
to the best of everything—including museums, cultural attractions, 
boutique shopping, trendy restaurants, iconic entertainment venues, 
and more. It’s the perfect California lifestyle.

Call 310-893-5423 to schedule a private tour today.

23-WWV-9936A     | RCFE LICENSE #198320127

watermarkwestwood.com
947 Tiverton Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90024

Engaging. 
Inspiring. 
Welcoming.

I N D E P E N D E N T  L I V I N G
A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G

M E M O R Y  C A R E

Modern Senior Living Awaits in West L.A.

City Council Approves New 
Outdoor Dining Regulations 

Nine Candidates to Appear on 
2024 City Council Ballot

OpenBH was created as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

To help restaurants survive the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Beverly Hills City Council 
in 2020 launched OpenBH, a program that 
eased outdoor dining regulations and allowed 
restaurants to construct “parklets,” or dining 
areas that extend to public areas. 

OpenBH was intended as a temporary 

solution, and turning it into a permanent 
program has been no easy task. After 
creating two subcommittees and holding 
about 16 months of stakeholder meetings, 
the City Council on Dec. 12 approved new 
outdoor dining regulations that build upon 
the OpenBH rules.   

BY JOEY WALDINGER

BY CLARA HARTER

See OUTDOOR DINING REGULATIONS, page 15

See NINE CANDIDATES, page 14

Nine candidates have offi  cially qualifi ed for the 
Beverly Hills City Council elections and are each 
hoping that their combination of professional 
skills and community service will appeal to voters 
on March 5, 2024.

They are competing for two open seats 
currently held by Councilmember Lili Bosse 
and Mayor Dr. Julian Gold. The candidates are 
Alissa Roston, Mary Wells, Sharon Persovski, 
Myra Demeter, Craig Corman, Nooshin Meshkaty, 
Hamid Omrani, Tiff any Davis and Robin Rowe. 

“As in years past, we are always pleased to see 
interest from our residents who wish to apply,” 
City Clerk Huma Ahmed told the Courier. “The 
next step will be for candidates to meet their 
electorate and share what they envision for our 
city and their views. We encourage everyone 
to learn about the candidates and remember, 
every vote counts!” 

Alissa Roston is the former president of the 
Beverly Hills Unifi ed School District Board of 
Education, chair of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, chair of the Charitable Solicitation 
Commission and president of the Rotary Club 
of Beverly Hills.

“I’ve been blessed to live in a city where it’s 
safe, and where they have wonderful schools and 
where one can get involved,” she told the Courier. 
“That’s why I’ve always wanted to give back.” 

Mary Wells is a current BHUSD School Board 
member and the immediate past president of 
the board. She has experience in brand man-
agement, account management and municipal 
bond trading.

“Throughout my career, I have been inten-
tional about lifting up young people, supporting 
families and empowering our community,” she 
said in her campaign announcement. “I have a 
proven track record of getting things done with 
integrity, and I am eager to speak with residents 
one door at a time.”

Sharon Persovski is a building designer, non-
profi t leader and former chair of the Architectural 
Commission. She believes her professional expe-
rience would be a unique asset to the council 
when reviewing proposed developments.

“It is very important that the skills of archi-
tecture and design be applied when analyzing 
proposed projects,” she told the Courier. “That 
experience allows you to make informed deci-
sions on whether you should approve the project, 
deny it or off er suggestions to make it better.”

Myra Demeter has served two terms on the 
BHUSD Board of Education and was twice elected 
president; served seven years on the Health and 
Safety Commission; and is currently serving her 
second term on the Planning Commission where 
she is the immediate past chair.

“I am running to be a voice for our residents 
to maintain our quality of life and world-class ser-
vices as Beverly Hills enters a period of immense 
change, external pressures and opportunities,” 
she said in her campaign announcement. 

Craig Corman is an attorney and three-term 
Planning Commissioner. He is a BHHS alumnus, 
raised his two children in the city and is a Rotary 
Club member.

“I’ve lived almost all my life here, I love the 
city, and I want to help take care of the people 
who live here and work here and play here and 
shop here,” Corman told the Courier. “I love 
seeing the city thrive and I’d like to help it con-
tinue to do so.”

Nooshin Meshkaty is a NASA engineer, former 
president of the BHUSD School Board and former 
Traffi  c Commissioner. She believes her techno-
logical prowess is well suited to enhancing public 
safety, supporting local businesses and fostering 
a culture of innovation. 

“My whole reason for running is to be able 
to do more for the community,” she told the 
Courier. “I want to do as much as I can to resolve 
issues and concerns that community members 
have and bring a vision to take us in line with 
21st-century technologies.”

Hamid Omrani is the owner of a local 
architecture and design fi rm. He believes this 
experience will be essential on council as it grap-
ples with the state’s mandate to create capacity 
for over 3,000 new units by 2029.

“California is grappling with a severe housing 
shortage, and while the state pursue solutions, 
it’s crucial that every community’s unique needs, 
conditions, and environment are taken into 
account,” he said in his campaign announcement. 
“Now, more than ever, we require a cohesive 
team with a profound understanding of our 
community’s intricacies, capable of making 
informed decisions with a keen eye on future 
consequences.”

Tiff any Davis is the founder of an event 
production company and believes her skills in 
event management, communication, budgeting 
and revenue generation will be an asset to the 
council. She has held leadership roles on the 
NEXT Committee and Chamber of Commerce.

“I want to inspire everyone to care about 
this city as much as I do and be involved and 
be engaged,” she told the Courier. “That is how 
Beverly Hills will be the best it can possibly be.” 

Robin Rowe is a software developer and 
investment manager with experience in coding, 
AI and innovation development. He was a 
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Good Shepherd Celebrates 
Guadalupe Feast Day Mass

Councilmember Lili Bosse 
Attends Menorah Lighting

Members of the Beverly Hills City Council join staff  and volunteers of The Church of the Good 
Shepherd for a group photo following the house of worship's Centennial Mass on Dec. 12.

Councilmember Lili Bosse, an alumna of the Hillel Hebrew Academy in Beverly Hills, 
returned to the school this week to address students at a menorah lighting.

Los Angeles County Supervisor Lindsey Horvath, Mayor Dr. Julian Gold and members of the 
Beverly Hills City Council embrace during The Church of the Good Shepherd's Centennial 
Mass on Dec. 12.

The thump of a guitarron and blare of a 
trumpet fi lled the pews along with Catholics 
and non-Catholics alike at Church of the 
Good Shepherd in Beverly Hills on Dec. 12, 
as they do every year on the Feast Day of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe. The religious holiday 
coincides with the anniversary of the house 
of worship, and this year they celebrated 
100 years in service.

Partly in recognition of the church’s his-
tory in the community, the Beverly Hills 
City Council declared the date of their anni-
versary “Faith Day.” It is intended to be “a 
day to pause, refl ect and celebrate faith in 
spirituality, humanity and community," 
council members wrote in a proclamation 
signed Dec. 11, the night before Church of 
the Good Shepherd's Centennial Mass.

Good Shepherd is the oldest religious 
building in the city. Over the years it has 
served as a hub for charitable work in the 
community, with a food truck delivering 
warm meals to the homeless as just one 
example of their eff orts to aid people in 
need. They also work closely with local 
faith-based organizations of any religion 
or denomination to help foster cultural 

exchange and tolerance.
The Dec. 12 mass commemorated a reli-

gious holiday that Catholics believe marks 
the appearance of the Virgin Mary before 
a young indigenous man in Mexico named 
Juan Diego. The Beverly Hills congregation 
celebrated the occasion with a bilingual ser-
vice featuring mariachi bands and Aztec 
dancers decked out in traditional garb.

“That’s one day that we see all denomina-
tions, all races, the rich and the poor inside 
the church to celebrate [the Virgin Mary],” 
said Michelle Anglade, Good Shepherd’s 
secretary of the past 40 years and a clas-
sically trained violinist who performs with 
the mariachi bands during the special ser-
vice. “And if they don’t celebrate her, they 
want to see what we’re doing and what the 
Lady of Guadalupe is about. She welcomes 
everyone.”

All fi ve members of the Beverly Hills 
City Council were in attendance, as well 
as Los Angeles County Supervisor Lindsey 
Horvath. They were joined by hundreds 
who packed the roughly 500 seats of the 
historical building who sang, off ered fl owers 
to an altar to the Virgin Mary, and exchanged 
gestures of peace. 

BY ERIC LICAS

Photos by Eric Licas

Photo courtesy Candice Tahour
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Community Services
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The Market will return on Sunday, January 7, 2024.

beverlyhills.org/farmersmarket

From left: Vice Mayor Lester Friedman, Courier Publisher Lisa Friedman Bloch, Mayor 
Dr. Julian Gold, Councilmember Sharona Nazarian and Courier Publisher John Bendheim

The Dec. 5 “Mix and Mingle with the Courier” was a huge success, bringing together more than 100 invited guests to Tatel on Canon Drive. In addition to a Casa del Sol tequila tasting 
and delicious tapas-style appetizers, the evening provided a special opportunity for community members to enjoy some much needed holiday cheer. All photos by Orly Halevy

From left: David Maltzman, Jessica Rodriguez, John Bendheim, Sarah Horvet, Frank Mottek 
and Olivia Wagner

‘Mix and Mingle with the Courier’ Launches a New Holiday Tradition

This year’s Cookie Baking Contest at the 
Beverly Hills Farmers’ Market attracted 28 
participants and a distinguished panel of 
judges that included Mayor Dr. Julian Gold, 
Councilmembers John Mirisch and Sharona 
Nazarian, Recreation and Parks Chair Myra 
Lurie and owner of Uzzi’s Cookies, Uzma 
Majid. Winner of the Best-Looking Cookie 
in Beverly Hills and $50 worth of Beverly 
Hills Farmers’ Market money was awarded to 
Zane Covington with his Chocolate Christmas 
Tree Star Cookie. Third place for the Best 
Tasting Cookie and $50 worth of Beverly 

Cookie Baking Contest Winners

Hills Farmers’ Market money was awarded to 
Esther Bronowicz for her Double Chocolate 
Peppermint Cookie. 

Second place for the Best Tasting Cookie 
and $100 worth of Beverly Hills Farmers’ 
Market money was awarded to Ruby Matenko 
for her Oatmeal blueberry Chocolate Chunk 
Cookie. First place, along with the title of 
Best Tasting Cookie in Beverly Hills and 
$200 worth of Beverly Hills Farmers’ Market 
money was awarded to Lisa Licht for her 
Chocolate Chip Cookie.

See ‘MIX AND MINGLE,’ page 8 
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©2023 Belmont Village, L.P. | RCFE 197608468, 197608466, 197608467, 198601646, 565802433, 197608291, 197609518

Care you can count on  |  Owner-operated Senior Living since 1997

Medication management with licensed nurse on-site 24/7  |  Circle of Friends® award-winning memory care

Dedicated Alzheimer’s care  |  Physical therapy, rehabilitation and fitness  |  Nationally-recognized, highly trained staff

Choosing the right Senior Living community is one of the most 

important decisions you’ll make. Care and safety come first, but lifestyle 

and independence are important too. At Belmont Village, you don’t 

have to choose. Uncompromised care with licensed nurses 24/7, award-

winning enrichment and memory programs, luxurious communities 

with service that anticipates your every need – all delivered by an 

experienced staff.

Is it time to make a change? If you are considering a change in your

senior living choice, we’re here to help. Contact our Family Advisors at

812-570-5252 or visit BelmontVillage.com/LosAngeles to learn more.

THERE’S ONLY ONE CHOICE 
FOR SENIOR LIVING.
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From left: Jason Somers, Jonathan Bloch, Taylor Van and Evan Meyer

Mara Bloom and Stacia Kopeikin

Courier Advertising Directors Rod Pingul and Dina Figueroa

From left: Nooshin Meshkaty, Peter Ostro�, Lisa Friedman Bloch, David Mirharooni (behind), 
Alissa Roston, Amie Sherry, Jordan Bloch (behind), Yar Meshkaty and Myra Demeter

Lisa Friedman Bloch, Councilmember Sharona Nazarian and Courier COO/Executive 
Editor Ana Figueroa

Jordan Parker and Courier writer Clara Harter

‘MIX AND MINGLE,’ from page 6 
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27316 Winding Way, Malibu                     
                    $12,900,000
Open Saturday & Sunday  2-4PM

Aurian Khajehnouri | Glen Coutinho | Brooke Coutinho
405 795 6576 | 424 278 5009 | 424 245 9700

DRE #02214349, #02070972, #02147719

Harcourts Beverly Hills does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage, lot size, or other information concerning the conditions or features of the property obtained from various sources



Arts and Entertainment

‘All of Us Strangers’—Eternally
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“All of Us Strangers,” an enigma of a movie 
directed and written by Andrew Haigh based 
on “Strangers,” a novel by Taichi Yamada, 
will leave you o� balance from its quiet, 
almost tedious start to its ending that may be 
only a beginning. Sound complicated? It is.

Adam, alone in his high-rise apartment 
overlooking the vast expanse of London in 
the background, sits at his typewriter in 
contemplation, writing “Exterior suburban 
house. 1987,” the opening for his next screen-
play. Ill at ease, he squirms, wipes his brow, 
and like anyone who has ever experienced 
the writer’s block of knowing what you want 
to express and not knowing how to say it, he 
delays, walks around and �lls the page with 
nothingness. There’s a knock at the door. 
Peculiar, because the high rise is essentially 
empty. Cautiously, he opens the door. Henry, 
a neighbor from downstairs, has noticed 
him and has brought up a bottle of scotch 
as an entrée and an outrageous statement, 
“There’s vampires at my door” as a come-on. 
Adam politely sends him on his way. 

Adam returns to the personal angst of 
not knowing how to even start his process. 
Shu�ing through some old souvenirs—a 
game, some photos, clothes—he hits upon an 
idea. Maybe returning to his childhood home 
will hold the answers. To the suburban train 

he goes, countryside �ashing before him, 
so close and so far from London. Walking 
from the station toward his childhood home, 
he hesitates, knocks on the door and it’s 
answered. But it can’t be. She’s �esh and 
blood, not some ethereal presence, looking 
no older than him, his mother smiles from 
ear to ear. She just knew he’d come back 
someday, she tells her son; they have so 
much to catch up on. They sit, chat and she 
asks all the obvious questions, especially 
“Does he have a girlfriend?” Summoning 
up the courage, he hesitatingly informs her 
that he’s gay (Henry would call it “queer”). 
Clearly, she’s disappointed in his answer 
but even more, she has all the questions 
and fears that someone being told this in 
1987 would have had. And that’s the �rst 
hint, besides her youthful appearance, that 
Adam has been given a window into a past 
that he didn’t experience. Adam, now in his 
40s, was orphaned at the age of 12 when his 
parents died in a car accident. She’s not a 
ghost. They’re having a real-world conver-
sation about real-world topics that tie her 
1987 self to his 2023 reality.

Shaken, he returns home, changed in 
inexplicable ways. When meeting Henry a 
second time, he’s more open to a friendship. 
Getting to know each other, physically and 
emotionally, their relationship is established 
in Adam’s apartment. There is a desperation 

Photos courtesy of Searchlight Pictures
Andrew Scott as “Adam” and Paul Mescal as “Henry” 

BY NEELY SWANSON to Henry and a natural aloofness to Adam 
that must be overcome. Henry has the air of 
someone on the constant lookout for love; 
Adam, one could guess, has never looked, as 
they explore their burgeoning relationship 
in the kind of nightclubs with the kind of 
drugs Adam would never have considered 
in his staid past.

Overshadowing all for Adam, though, 
is that encounter with his mother. He is 
compelled to return in hopes of seeing his 
father who was away that day. This time he 
is greeted by both parents. It’s obvious that 
his mum has told his dad about their visit. 
Jovially, Dad embraces Adam and jokingly 
acknowledges that he probably already 
knew about Adam’s “proclivities” because 
no matter how hard he tried, Adam couldn’t 
throw a ball to save his soul.

The conversations are both deep and 
shallow, skirting emotions while at the 
same time embracing them. Adam has so 
many “whys” that were never answered 
because his time with his parents was so 
brief. Intriguingly, Haight has constructed 
a scenario fraught with meaning and hope. 
What if you were given the opportunity to 
go back in time and ask all the questions 
you had at the time; to confront parental 
decisions, both those that were made and 
those that should have been? What would 
your adult self have wanted to know from 

your childhood parents? 
This is all Adam’s story—who he is, who 

he isn’t, who he can’t be and why—and inex-
orably he’s continually drawn back to his 
childhood home and his parents, frozen 
in the time before they would die in a car 
accident and stunt the emotional growth of 
their son to a life of all the “what ifs” and 
“if onlys.”

As he grows closer to Henry, a new 
experience for him, Adam wants to intro-
duce him to his parents. Henry, adept at 
all the mannerisms of casual relationships 
and drug-enhanced experiences, is truly 
upended by Adam’s belief in his access to 
his dead parents. Even his parents believe 
that it’s time for Adam to move on, make 
connections in his own world and leave them 
behind once and for all. But is he capable 
of doing that? What is he truly and what 
is Henry? 

Enigma is truly the operative word 
because the key to everything is in the last 
moments of the �lm when you will second 
guess everything you’ve seen and what it 
meant to you because it may mean some-
thing di�erent to someone else. Everything, 
almost literally everything, is a metaphor. 
The empty apartment high-rise, the parents 
resurrected from their untimely demise, 
and Adam’s tentative �rst love a�air all 
have secondary meanings, all of which you 
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Neely Swanson spent most of her professional career in the television 
industry, almost all of it working for David E. Kelley. In her last full-time 
position as Executive Vice President of Development, she reviewed 
writer submissions and targeted content for adaptation. As she has 
often said, she did book reports for a living. For several years she was 
a freelance writer for “Written By,” the magazine of the WGA West, 
and was adjunct faculty at USC in the writing division of the School of 

Cinematic Arts. Neely has been writing �lm and television reviews for the “Easy Reader” 
for more than 10 years. Her past reviews can be read on Rotten Tomatoes where she is a 
tomato-approved critic.

must discover on your own. Is the ending 
uplifting? Chilling? Depressing? Or is it a 
beginning? Who is alive, and what does alive 
mean? Hell may not be other people, but it 
may actually be purgatory. 

Cinematography by Jamie D. Ramsay 
is almost transparent, focused as it is on 
Adam’s contemplative expressions. London, 
�lmed from afar, is muddied and almost 
indistinct, purposely so. Instead, he and 
Director Haigh focus so many of their shots 
on the face of Adam, its angles, its beauty, 
its confusion.

Although the beginning of the �lm seems 
rather tedious, actually it is really tedious 
and tiresome with its never-ending closeups 
of an agonizing Adam, it begins to pick up 
slowly with the introduction of Henry as the 
irritant to Adam’s placid existence. Henry 
is initially introduced in o�-center camera 
angles, sometimes out of focus and other 
times hyper clear in contrast to the soft focus 
of Adam. Adam’s train rides to and from his 
childhood home are �lmed such that the 
background passes at hyper speed, much 
like a time traveler would experience.

Haight’s cast is superlative. As the par-
ents, Jamie Bell (“Billy Elliot”) and Claire 
Foy (“The Crown”) make credible a couple 
who accept at face value that they have 
received a visit from their now-grown son 

who was 12 when they died. They show all 
the discomfort one expects from parents 
who never asked the hard questions and 
failed their son before dying too soon. They 
are the sympathetic characters on which 
the foundation of the �lm is built and their 
naturalism has you believing that there could 
be the possibility of being frozen in time. 
Listen carefully because they hold the key 
to the how and why Adam has found them.

Paul Mescal’s (“Aftersun”) Henry is 
crazed, super�cial and needy. His charac-
ter propels Adam to a hitherto unknown 
emotional depth while ultimately detaching 
himself at the same time. 

The �lm lives or dies, however, with 
Andrew Scott as the controlled Adam who 
gradually gives over to emotion for the 
�rst time. He makes you believe what he 
is seeing and ultimately unlocks the key to 
the purgatory he has been inhabiting. Scott 
has the ability to draw you in and hold your 
attention just with a small vocal in�ection 
or his eyes �lled with amazement. 

To some, the languorous rhythm will be 
o�-putting, but patience and perseverance 
will pay o� as you gather up the clues left 
like Hansel and Gretel crumbs and �nd your 
way to a surprising end.

Opening December 22 at the AMC 
Century City. 

Jamie Bell and Claire Foy

BEVERLY HILLS COURIER - REVISION 1
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ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINEE

BRADLEY COOPER
ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINEE

CAREY MULLIGAN

“AN ABSOLUTE MARVEL AND ONE OF 
THE FINEST FILMS OF THE YEAR.
‘Maestro’ is never more thrillingly alive than when BRADLEY COOPER and 

CAREY MULLIGAN are bouncing off one another. Two fiercely committed performances.”
Marlow Stern,
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DAVIDKRAMER

THANK YOU FOR MAKING 2023 
A YEAR OF REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENTS

Daily, we are reminded of the importance of relationships and the strength of working together. Our success goes beyond buying and 
selling properties; it’s the company and experiences we’ve shared.

Thank you, again, for choosing us as your trusted real estate partner. Your satisfaction and happiness are our greatest achievements. 
Your trust and peace of mind are our constant motivation. Here’s to another year of excellence.

– David Kramer

SOLD | 30,500,000

SOLD  |  $18,350,000  |  REPRESENTED SELLER

BEVERLY HILLS P.O.

3000 BENEDICT CANYON DRIVE

NOTABLE SALES

SOLD  |  $18,400,000   |  REPRESENTED BUYER

 ENCINO
16036 WOODVALE RD

SOLD  |  $30,500,000  |  REPRESENTED BUYER

 BRENTWOOD
250 S. ROCKINGHAM

ACTIVE PREMIER REAL ESTATE OFFERINGS … and over $200M in new inventory coming in 2024.

ASKING PRICE $11,700,000

MALIBU 
29035 CLIFFSIDE DR

ASKING PRICE $9,995,000

SUNSET STRIP

1800 N DOHENY DR

*Rendering

STARTING AT $850,000

 DESERT HOT SPRINGS
SCENIC CREST 

ASKING PRICE $29,950,000

BEL AIR
1940 BEL AIR ROAD

ASKING PRICE $4,350,000

 BEVERLY HILLS P.O.

1607 N BEVERLY DR

ASKING PRICE $98,500,000

RANCHO SANTA FE

16401 CALLE FELIZ

SOLD  |  $15,434,000  |  REPRESENTED SELLER

 SANTA MONICA
210 MARGUERITA AVE

SOLD  |  $13,250,000  |  REPRESENTED SELLER

 BRENTWOOD
12838 EVANSTON ST

SOLD  |  $33,500,000  |  REPRESENTED SELLER

 BRENTWOOD 
565 N. TIGERTAIL

©2023 Hilton & Hyland Real Estate, Inc. Based on information from TheMLS.com, as of October 20, 2023. All information should be independently reviewed and verified for accuracy.  DRE 00996960

DAVIDKRAMER  |  310.691.2400  |  davidkramer.com
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NEWS

member of the City of Beverly Hills Technology 
Committee.

All registered voters in Beverly Hills will 
receive a vote-by-mail ballot during the �rst 
week of February, Ahmed said. They may vote 

in person at a vote center, mail their ballots, or 
drop them o� at a VBM Drop Box. Vote centers 
will begin operating 10 days before the election 
and will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election 
Day, March 5. 

NINE CANDIDATES, from page 4

chased the robber. They managed to steer 
him in the direction of a nearby Beverly 
Hills Police station, where he was promptly 
taken into custody.

Afterward, the Nissels got cleaned up 
and then carried on with their plans to 
attend services at Young Israel. 

“Not only did it not stop me, but it also 
motivated me,” Raphy Nissel told the Courier 
on Dec. 12, after speaking at a ceremony 
celebrating the sixth night of Hanukkah in 
front of Beverly City Hall, not far from where 
the attack happened.  “I decided to continue 
living as if nothing happened. Otherwise, it 
would be a victory for evil.”

He was joined by all �ve members of the 
Beverly Hills City Council, Rabbis Kalman 
Topp, Yosef Cunin and Marvin Hier, as well 
as news media and a handful of community 
members. They watched Nissel light the 
menorah, openly displaying his faith and 
that of the local Jewish community.

“After this terrible act of hate, you rose 
up and went back to shul and showed exactly 
who we are,” Council Member Lili Bosse said 
during the ceremony. “Anybody who tries 
to think we are going to cower, that we are 
not going to be prideful that we are Jewish, 
watch we will grow even stronger and we 
will be even more united.”

She and other members of the council 
pledged zero tolerance for crimes targeting 
Jewish people. They also joined Nissel in 
calling for vigilance against antisemitism, 
especially as ongoing con�ict in Gaza raises 
tension amongst communities around the 
world.

The attack on the Nissels quickly gained 
national attention after relatives described it 
in a post on social media, which was shared 
by Gov. Gavin Newsom. For some, it was a 
reminder that they must be on the lookout 
for antisemitism, even in a place with as 

in�uential of a Jewish community as Beverly 
Hills.

The man accused of attacking the Nissels 
was later identi�ed as 44-year-old Jarris Jay 
Silagi. Investigators do not believe there was 
any prior connection between them.

Silagi was held in Los Angeles County 
Sheriff ’s custody at the Twin Towers 
Correctional Facility in lieu of $1.31 mil-
lion bail. He has since been charged with 
second-degree robbery, elder abuse and 
multiple assault-related allegations. He 
faces a maximum sentence of life in prison 
if convicted as charged.

“I’m sure the judicial system does what 
it has to do,” Nissel said. “But, whether they 
give him one year or 10 years, it’s not going 
to make the world, and certainly not me, 
any better.”

Although prosecutors did not immedi-
ately charge Silagi with a religion-motivated 
hate crime, Los Angeles County District 
Attorney George Gascón did acknowledge 
the antisemitic circumstances of the case.

“I unequivocally condemn the violent 
attack inflicted upon those peacefully 
observing their faith,” Gascón said in a state-
ment. “Such acts of antisemitism have no 
place in our community, and we continue 
to be committed to ensuring justice prevails 
and holding the defendant accountable.”

Meanwhile, Nissel said he’s ready to 
move forward from his ordeal, but not with-
out acknowledging that the language used 
during the attack was rooted in persistent 
stereotypes of the Jewish people.

“People should know it happened,” he 
said. “It could happen in broad daylight. 
We should be vigilant when we’re on the 
street…but this is for the short term. In the 
long term, everyone should learn how to 
tolerate each other, learn how to disagree 
peacefully, to keep your position but don’t 
think you’re the only one who is right.” 

COMMUNITY

BH Rotary Club Holiday Party
The Rotary Club of Beverly Hills celebrated with its annual holiday luncheon at the Beverly 
Hills Hotel on Dec. 11.

The colorful decor added to the festive spirit of the event. 

Rotarians in attendance included (from left): City Clerk Huma Ahmed, Frances Bilak and 
Gaby Alexander.

HOLIDAY 2023 BEVERLYHILLSCOURIER.COM

EVA LONGORIA
A Woman of Influence

BEVERLY HILLS COURIER

STYLE 
Holiday 2023

is now available on beverlyhillscourier.com
The Courier is now available on Apple News!
Scan the QR with your mobile device to subscribe.

BEVERLY HILLS COUPLE, from page 1
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Omrani, for example, has not spent time 
serving on a commission. Instead, he empha-
sizes the importance of his years appearing 
before them as he has shepherded numer-
ous projects through the approvals of the 
Design Review Commission, Architecture 
Commission, Planning Commission and 
City Council.

When it comes to being an eff ective City 
Council member, he told the Courier, he 
considers the most important factor to be 
the professional skills one brings to the table.

“I have been deeply involved in 
numerous projects and community aff airs 
advocating for the integrity of our commu-
nity for current and future generations,” he 
said in his campaign announcement. “My 
involvement with city staff , events and ini-
tiatives has equipped me with a wealth of 
experiences to bring to the City Council.”

He believes his extensive development 
experience to be precisely what the coun-
cil needs as it struggles to meet the state’s 
ambitious housing requirements.

The city is currently at risk of losing 
local zoning control as its plan to create 
capacity for over 3,100 new units by 2029, 
as mandated by the state, has yet to receive 
approval from the Department of Housing 

and Community Development (HCD).
Omrani has reviewed the requirements 

and developed his own plan for the city to 
come into compliance with HCD’s demands. 

“My vision revolves around intelligent 
planning, repurposing underutilized struc-
tures, and identifying areas where positive 
outcomes can be achieved for property 
owners, the city, and the community at 
large,” he said in his campaign announce-
ment. “I believe in creating win-win 
situations where state mandates are met, 
and everyone involved reaps the benefi ts.”

He welcomes anyone who would like 
to hear more details to visit his corporate 
headquarters and chat in person. 

Omrani received his master’s degree in 
Architecture and Urban Planning at Tehran 
University. He moved to Los Angeles in 1980 
to escape the Iranian Revolution. 

He has been a proud member of the 
Beverly Hills community for over 40 years 
and known for the opulent “Persian Palace” 
style homes he has designed for many of its 
residents. In 1995, he served on Mayor Vicki 
Reynolds’ Economic Advisory Committee.

In addition to his desire to promote 
intelligent development, he seeks to bol-
ster public safety. He wants the city to not 
only continue investing in the latest policing 
technology, but also invest in hiring more 
offi  cers to serve as boots on the ground.

Omrani is also interested in establishing 
a community college in Beverly Hills, which 
he said would help bring more young people 
into the aging city. He seeks to leverage the 
high concentration of wealth, talent and 
knowledge in the community to create a 
top-notch educational institution. 

“In the face of rapid changes worldwide, 
our community must adapt with caution, 
thoughtfulness and a studious approach,” 
he said. “Beverly Hills is not just a location; 
it is our home.”

“We must collectively exercise the same 
diligence and care as we would in our own 
family homes.”

Hamid Omrani 

HAMID OMRANI, from page 1

The new regulations are detailed and 
extensive, and they were approved after 
roughly two hours of public comments 
and council questions that spanned diverse 
topics including the change in fees and the 
diff erent application processes.        

While most business representatives 
who attended the meeting lauded OpenBH 
for buoying businesses throughout the pan-
demic and were broadly supportive of the 
new regulations, they said the continued 
OpenBH rules were now impacting busi-
nesses and they encouraged the council to 
move quickly in enacting the new rules.

Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO Todd Johnson asked 
the council to establish uniform require-
ments for sidewalk signage, and Alex Kahn, 
a commercial landlord, said some of his 
tenants have been “negatively aff ected” by 
neighboring restaurants with tall parklets.  

Much of the council’s discussion centered 
on the implementation of the new regula-
tions. Councilmember Sharona Nazarian 
indicated that she and Councilmember Lili 
Bosse had worked hard to make it easy for 
restaurants to comply. 

“We were very thorough, and we tried 
to make the transition as easy as possible,” 

Nazarian said.  
Under the new regulations, there are two 

pathways for restaurants to be approved for 
open-air dining. The quickest path is through 
a ministerial review in which applicants 
must meet predetermined requirements. 
Ministerial reviews can be expedited even 
further by the purchase of a “Kit-of-Parts,” 
which is a preapproved set of parklet ele-
ments, Nazarian added. 

Applicants whose plans deviate from 
the ministerial review standards will have 
to undergo a discretionary review pro-
cess in which the Director of Community 
Development reviews and decides on the 
request, according to a staff  report. The 
Director of Community Development 
may send the applicant to the Planning 
Commission for additional review, which 
will cause additional delays.

A ministerial review without a Kit-of-
Parts could take up to three weeks to be 
approved, while an applicant using a Kit-
of-Parts could be approved in one week. 
Applicants undergoing a discretionary 
review could be approved in as little as 
two or as many as 16 weeks, depending on 
whether the application is referred to the 
Planning Commission.   

The council also debated the nine-month 

“glidepath” during which all restaurants 
with OpenBH permits will be able to apply 
for new permits under the new regulations. 

Bosse said it would be unfair for some 
restaurants to keep their permits for nine 
months before deciding not to reapply while 
other businesses spend money and eff ort to 
go through the application process. 

In response, City Planner Masa Alkire 
said the city could require restaurants to 
submit an application within two months 
before “starting enforcement actions.” 

Nazarian and Bosse were supportive of 
this recommendation, and Friedman said 
“I’m OK with the glidepath if there is an 
application within [60 days] because if not, 
I think it’s a free ride … for people not to 
make a decision.” 

There are currently 38 businesses in the 
city with OpenBH permits, 21 of which have 
parklets. 

Councilmember John Mirisch said he 
does not mind the nine-month glidepath if 
restaurants with OpenBH permits are not 

impacting neighboring businesses. Mirisch 
also said that the fees for participating 
restaurants are “very generous,” but are 
“somewhat of a compromise.” 

Alkire said that fees would rise for busi-
nesses in parts of the Golden Triangle. “In 
most other areas of the city, the fees go 
down.”  

Under the new regulations, sidewalk 
dining fees range from $1-$1.75 per square 
foot per month, while parklet fees range 
from $1.50-$2 per square foot per month.   

The new regulations also impose new 
parklet design standards for keeping a 
clear path of travel on sidewalks, ensuring 
umbrellas and other barriers do not obstruct 
pedestrians and maintaining an appropriate 
distance from property lines. The regula-
tions also stipulate that open-air dining 
permits must be renewed every fi ve years.

The council voted unanimously to 
approve the new regulations, which will take 
eff ect following a second reading scheduled 
for January.  

www.beverlyhillscourier.com

OUTDOOR DINING REGULATIONS, from page 4



DECEMBER 15, 2023PAGE 16

This week's eligible puppy 
for adoption is Attina. She 
is a 4-month-old, 15-pound 
golden retriever mix in 
need of a new home. 
To meet Attina, please 
contact Shelter of Hope at 
805-379-3538. 

shelterhopepetshop.org

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Lucky 
endeavors include making things 
of beauty, enhancing your living 
space and supporting the talents 
of those around you. What nurtures 
your creative intelligence will add 
sparkle to your life and relationships.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). There's 
no need to push ahead. It would be 
like running toward your destina-
tion from the inside of a Concorde. 
Trust that progress is inevitable. The 
move is no move. Conserve your 
energy; you'll need it later.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You're 
playing a game that's not unlike 
poker, if poker lasted for several 
days. Keep some of those cards 
close to the vest. Don't be in a rush 
to divulge. The mystery is working 
for you. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). In time, 
you'll understand what's wonder-
ful about today's weirdness. Each 
relationship brings a gift to your life, 
though with some, you have to wait 
to open the package, and even then, 
it may not be immediately apparent 

what exactly the gift is. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Be patient 

with new habits. The status quo is 
like a seasoned muscle builder. The 
newbie who just started showing up 
at the gym last week is no serious 
rival. It will take many reps to get 
in the game. Keep lifting.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). A col-
laboration that starts out just �ne 
will get even better as you go. Right 
now, you're building mutual trust. 
You'll go in with a light heart, �nd 
what's useful and leverage it to the 
bene�t of all.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). When you 
keep some of yourself a mystery, 
people �ll in the blanks with their 
own imaginings. Because of this, 
you may become bigger than life 
to them. You will be dancing with 
people's perceptions of you today. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The 
behaviors of others can surprise 
you, though today no behavior will 
be more ba�ing to you than your 
own. Your reactions reveal emotion 
or talent you didn't know you had. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 

Gratefulness stirs in you as you think 
about what others have done for 
you. Relax and receive a moment. 

You don't want to diminish the 
pleasure of giving by reciprocating 
too soon.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Past 
experiences, particularly those 
related to personal relationships, 
still in�uence your emotions. The 
resurfacing of old feelings will give 
you pause. This is a prime opportu-
nity to rid yourself of some baggage. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 

Commit to a process. It will reduce 

the number of decisions you have to 
make. You'll simply get on the path 
and keep going. You may start and 
stop, spin and fall, but eventually 
you'll get there. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Concern 
yourself with having a good time and 
you will accomplish it, to the bene�t 
of yourself and everyone around 
you. You'll balance a caring heart 
with material and ego necessities.

BY HOLIDAY MATIS

Astrology
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NEWS

with them. And these gaps are even greater 
for communities that have historically been 
excluded from research … including women 
of color and women with disabilities.”      

To close these gaps, the White House 
has instructed federal health agencies to 
review their women’s health programs and 
make policy recommendations to the White 
House by Dec. 28, Biden said. She added 
that Dr. Carolyn Mazure, a women’s health 
researcher at the Yale School of Medicine, 
is leading the initiative.

Biden announced the initiative during 
a press conference with Shriver and 
United States Health and Human Services 
Secretary Xavier Becerra, following a tour of 
Cedars-Sinai facilities including the Barbara 
Streisand Women’s Heart Center and the 
Center for Research in Women’s Health 
Sciences.

Shriver said that disproportionately poor 
health outcomes amongst women, and espe-
cially amongst women of color, are a direct 
result of decades of women’s exclusion from 
medical research.

“The President and First Lady under-
stand that we cannot treat women 
medically if we do not have the answers 
that only research can provide,” Shriver said. 
“Answers as to why women make up two-
thirds of all Alzheimer’s cases, or two-thirds 
of the cases of MS or 80% of autoimmune 
diseases. Answers as to why Black and brown 
women are two to three times more likely 
to die of pregnancy-related complications 
than white women. The bottom line is that 
we can't treat women or prevent them from 
being sick in the fi rst place if we have not 
invested in funding the necessary research.” 

According to Becerra, the initiative is 
part of a pivot across the medical profession 
toward personalized care for each patient. 
However, he acknowledged that medical 
care for women, even when it is tailored 
to a specifi c patient, is limited by a lack of 
research.   

“You can ask the question, ‘OK, I’m going 
to give you my personal information, and 
that’s going to really help [guide the treat-
ment]. But what was that basic research here 
that underlines the treatment you’re going 
to give me,’” Becerra said. “Who was in the 
clinical trials that helped you determine 
what that pill should contain, and how do 
you know you’ve calibrated it … to fi t my 
needs?” 

Various agencies have already begun 
compiling recommendations for the White 
House, and Becerra said the initiative will 
take a fresh look at issues unique to women, 
like menopause, as well as issues like car-
diovascular disease that impact women 
diff erently than men.    

“We intend to deliver on the recommen-
dations … that will show concrete actions 
that we will take to advance women’s health 
research,” Becerra said.

In an interview with reporters, Becerra 
said the research will combat unequal health 
outcomes for Black and brown women by 
including a diverse pool of participants. 
Though he acknowledged that some Black 
and Brown women might be skeptical of 
new research, given the history of medical 
malpractice against those populations, he 
encouraged “Americans of all stripes” to 
participate.

“If you don’t, then people like you will 
have to depend on pills and medicines that 
are based on people that aren’t like you,” 
Becerra said. 

While the initiative was not a direct 
response to the fall of Roe v. Wade, a 
Supreme Court ruling that protected access 
to abortion, the ensuing restrictions on 
reproductive health have highlighted the 
importance of protecting women’s health, 
Becerra added.  

“What you’re seeing is now this confl u-
ence of interests to try to get us to where we 
should have been a long time ago when it 
comes to women’s health,” Becerra said.  

Photo by Joey Waldinger Photo courtesy Unite Here Local 11
Maria Shriver, journalist and former California First Lady, said the new initiative will address 
longstanding inequities in women’s health outcomes.

Union picketing in Beverly Hills

FIRST LADY, from page 1 LOCAL HOTELS AND UNION, from page 1
California have worked out deals with Unite 
Here. Representatives for the Fairmont 
Century Plaza, located just west of the city’s 
border with Century City, were also among 
those in ongoing negotiations with the union.

“This new contract will allow me to 
spend more time with my kids, and retire 
with dignity,” Beverly Hilton housekeeper 
Ana Cortez wrote in a statement from the 
union.

The union had been in contract discus-
sions with 60 southern California hotels, 
and had initially proposed an immediate 
$5 per hour raise and two $3 bumps over 
the following two years, for a total increase 
of $11 hourly. An early counteroff er from 
the Coordinated Bargaining Group negoti-
ating for dozens of Los Angeles and Orange 
County-area hotels put forth a $2 per hour 
raise upon contract ratifi cation and a $1 per 
hour raise in 2024. Under previous contracts, 
union members earned between $20 to $25 
per hour, Hernandez said.

As many as 96% of Unite Here members 
voted to authorize rolling strikes on June 8. 
In July, clusters of employees began par-
ticipating in walkouts, each lasting several 
days at a time.

In Beverly Hills, rows of hotel employees 
with red shirts, placards, drums and bull-
horns gathered on scheduled strike days 
outside of the city’s three unionized hotels. A 
giant infl atable rat dubbed “Scabby” loomed 
over Santa Monica Boulevard, near Wilshire 
Boulevard, warning people against cross-
ing picket lines as workers marched up and 
down the street shouting “no contract, no 
peace,” and other slogans. 

The demonstrations garnered supportive 
honks from motorists, media attention, and 
even a live performance from Rage Against 
the Machine Guitarist Tom Morello, who 
joined employees walking out of the Waldorf 
Astoria on Sept. 29. But they also drew com-
plaints from nearby residents, which became 

the basis of a lawsuit the city of Beverly Hills 
fi led against Unite Here in August.

The city’s lawsuit requested an injunction 
curbing picketing between 10 p.m. and 8 
a.m. It accused union members of ignor-
ing instructions to bring down noise levels 
during early morning demonstrations, hiring 
“contract protestors,” and claimed they had 
“aggressive confrontations” with hotel staff . 

Union offi  cials argued that noise com-
plaints were the result of what they described 
as an illegal road closure by the Beverly 
Hilton. In a letter signed by Petersen and 
addressed to the City Council on Nov. 15, 
they claimed barriers erected by the Beverly 
Hilton along Merv Griffi  n Way forced pick-
eters to demonstrate in the area of Wilshire 
and Santa Monica Boulevards, closer to res-
idential areas.

“As a consequence of that, we weren’t 
picketing there or inside the driveway,” 
Petersen said in an interview with the 
Courier Nov. 16. “We were out there where, 
apparently, neighbors were upset. Well, this 
all goes back to the hotel and their illegal 
closure and the city’s complete, I would say 
discriminatory, negligent [oversight].” 

Petersen went on to say he believed 
authorities have unfairly targeted striking 
employees with legal action. He noted that 
union members have been cited for activ-
ities as benign as setting up a temporary 
canopy to protect picketing workers from 
the summer heat.

Outside of demonstrations, the union 
had also been circulating a petition fi led in 
July that would require hotels in Beverly Hills 
to pay their employees $30 per hour. If it gets 
signed by 10% of the city’s registered voters 
by Sunday, Jan. 21, residents may wind up 
voting on the matter.

Updates on the progress of the petition 
were not immediately available. 
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Fun and Games

FREESTYLING  
BY TRACY BENNETT / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ
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 ACROSS

1 Sarcastic response 
to an unsurprising 
development

14 That makes two of us!

21 Gold-rush camp that 
became a state 
capital

22 Carrier out of 
Kuala Lumpur

23 Hormone-therapy 
product 

24 They’re seen on the 
flags of Bhutan and 
Wales

25 Alexanders I-III

26 Legal claim

27 Retailer 
headquartered in
Freeport, Maine

29 ‘‘____ Up Offa That 
Thing’’ (1976 hit)

30 ‘‘Will be,’’ in Spanish

31 Map out

32 The Stepford wives 
in ‘‘The Stepford 
Wives,’’
it seems

33 Host city of the 2022 
FIFA World Cup

34 ____ Vogue

35 Acronymic devices 
in atomic clocks and 
radio telescopes

36 Part of a 
woodworking joint

37 ____ the Lucky 
Rabbit, character in 
early 
Disney shorts

40 Much sketch comedy
41 ‘‘Media impressions,’’

‘‘influencer 
marketing,’’ etc., 
informally

42 Emulate
43 Diamond division
44 Sore spots for kids?
45 QB-protecting group
46 Difficult
47 San ____, capital 

founded 
in 1521

48 Super-sillyous?
50 Apocalyptic scene
55 What nocturnal 

polysomnography
may detect

56 Mainstay of a sci-fi 
defense system

57 Canal inspector
58 Most serious, in law
59 It’s a question of 

timing
60 Metric weight units
61 Actor Wilson of ‘‘The 

Office’’
62 Month that goes by

fast?
66 ‘‘Jeepers!’’
67 Stops over in France?
68 Billionaires and such
69 Badly injured
70 Elegant and refined
71 See 81-Across
72 Given the name
73 Peacock show?
74 What a token 

may resemble

75 Pleased as punch
76 Abandon without 

warning
77 Figure in the Hindu 

trinity
81 With 71-Across, 

participant in some 
fertility treatments

82 Picks to win
83 ‘‘The Handmaid’s

Tale’’ airer
84 First Nations group 

of the Great Lakes 
region

85 ‘‘Let’s Make a Deal’’
option

87 Prompt from the 
chronically forgetful

90 Accessibility concern
91 Walk in place?
92 Leafs
93 Set of books with 

maps, perhaps

DOWN

1 Stimulates
2 ‘‘Siddhartha’’ author
3 Where sacrifices may 

be made
4 Planet Earth
5 Actress Mireille ____ 

of TV’s ‘‘Hanna’’ and 
‘‘Lucky Hank’’

6 Trail behind
7 Made scents?
8 Lasting for an 

immeasurable time 
span

9 How legal papers may 
be signed

10 Die-hard fan, in 
modern lingo

11 Turner of American 
history

12 Wrapped around
13 Mark who was the 

world’s highest-paid 
actor in 2017

14 Military trainees
15 Turkish money
16 Port city in Algeria
17 Badger
18 Having equal angles
19 Like some golf 

courses
20 They may need 

fillings
28 Snooze
31 Who said, ‘‘Football 

is not about one or 
two or three star 
players’’

32 Rough fabric with a 
loose weave

33 Investigators: Abbr.
34 Leave hurriedly, in 

quaint usage
35 Capital on the island 

of Luzon
36 Passage from one 

party 
to another

37 ‘‘Va-va-voom!’’
38 It cuts the cheese 

(but not the 
mustard)

39 Got some shut-eye?
40 Pulitzer-winning 

poet Gary
41 Rang, as a bell
42 Use a divining rod
43 Like some decals
44 Compulsory 

payments 
of old

46 List of ranked 
favorites

47 Purchase at a 
sports stadium

49 Seasonal Russian
cottages

50 Intruded, with ‘‘in’’

51 Items usually sold in
boxes of 25

52 Mountaintop homes

53 Enough to go around

54 Utopias

56 Played the rat

58 Outschemed, in a way

60 Period from 1945 to 
1953

62 Evergreen tree with 
fragrant bark

63 Indian dish of 
potatoes and 
cauliflower

64 Putt-putt
65 Loads
66 ‘‘Carmina Burana’’

composer
67 Landed
69 Units of RAM, for 

short

70 Character defamation

72 Family emblems

73 They’re found beside 
exclamation marks
on keyboards

75 Inkling

76 Coup group

77 Sweet stuff in 
asparagus (if you 
read it backward)?

78 Many a Shiite

79 It may be raised in an 
argument

80 Auntie ____ (pretzel 
chain)

82 Pasta-recipe 
instruction

83 Inkling

84 Largest of the 
lagomorphs

86 Flag thrower,
informally

88 Time to get back to 
work: Abbr.

89 Otherworldly sorts, 
for short

Online subscriptions: Today’s 
puzzle and more 
than 4,000 past puzzles, 
nytimes.com/crosswords 
($39.95 a year).

Tracy Bennett is a digital-puzzle editor for The Times. She manages Wordle and helps with the crossword. In this themeless 
puzzle, she took a bold grid pattern with lots of white squares and in each corner positioned a marquee answer — ‘‘something new 
or that had an appealing sound or cluing potential.’’ Then she built out from there. F.Y.I., those starting points were 23-, 48-, 50- and
87-Across. — W. S.

THE NEW YORK TIMES SUNDAY MAGAZINE CROSSWORD PUZZLE
12/15/23 ISSUE

ANSWERS FOUND 
IN NEXT WEEK’S 

PAPER…

SUDOKU AND PUZZLE ANSWERS FOR 12/08/23 ISSUE on page 20

THURSDAY,  DEC. 14
L.A. CHARGERS @ LAS VEGAS
5:15 PM  PRIME VIDEO  (LV -3) 

SAUTURDAY,  DEC. 16
MINNESOTA @ CINCINNATI
10:00 AM  NFL NET  (CIN -3)

PITTSBURGH @ INDIANAPOLIS
1:30 PM  NFL NET  (IND -2 1/2)

DENVER @ DETROIT
5:15 PM  NFL NET (DET  -4) 

SUNDAY,  DEC. 17
N.Y. JETS @ MIAMI 
10:00 AM  CBS (MIA -9)

HOUSTON @ TENNESSEE
10:00 AM  CBS  (TEN -2)

TAMPA BAY @ GREEN BAY
10:00 AM  CBS (GB  -3 1/2)

N.Y. GIANTS @ NEW ORLEANS 
10:00 AM  FOX (N.O. -6)

SUNDAY,  DEC. 17
ATLANTA @ CAROLINA
10:00 AM   FOX  (ATL -3)  

CHICAGO @ CLEVELAND
10:00 AM FOX (CLE -3)

KANSAS CITY @ NEW ENGLAND
10:00 AM FOX (KC -9)

SAN FRANCISCO @ ARIZONA
1:05 PM CBS (SF -14)

WASHINGTON @ L.A. RAMS
1:05 PM CBS (LAR -7)

DALLAS @  BUFFULO
1:25 PM FOX  (BUF -1 1/2)  

BALTIMORE @  JACKSONVILLE
5:20 PM NBC  (BAL -3 1/2)

MONDAY,  DEC 18
PHILADEPHIA @  SEATTLE
5:15  PM  ABC/ESPN+ (PHI -4)

Week 15 Spread by: Danny Sheridan
*Check your local listings for games schedules. All times PST.

C O U R I E R  W E E K  1 5
NFL Schedule & Odds
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ARSON

12/1/2023, 2:12 a.m. at 700 
Block of ALTA DRIVE

12/1/2023, 1:06 a.m. at 700 
Block of ALTA DRIVE

ASSAULT - SIMPLE

12/4/2023, 10:49 a.m. at 
400 Block of N. ROXBURY 
DRIVE

12/2/2023, 10 a.m. at 300 
Block of FOOTHILL ROAD

BURGLARY - 
COMMERCIAL 
BUILDING

11/26/2023, 10:20 p.m. at 
9200 Block of OLYMPIC 
BLVD. 

BURGLARY - FROM A 
MOTOR VEHICLE

12/12/2023, 2:30 a.m. at 
200 Block of S. ARNAZ 
DRIVE

12/11/2023, 6:30 p.m. at 
S. ROXBURY DRIVE / 
GREGORY WAY

12/8/2023, 2:30 p.m. at 
300 Block of S. REXFORD 
DRIVE

12/7/2023, 4:30 a.m. at 
9300 Block of CHEROKEE 
LANE 

BURGLARY - 
RESIDENTIAL 
(ACCESSED GARAGE 
ONLY)

12/8/2023, 2:30 a.m. at 
400 Block of N. PALM 
DRIVE 

BURGLARY - BURGLARY 
- RESIDENTIAL 
(NO ONE HOME)

12/8/2023, 6:01 p.m. at 
1100 Block of SCHUYLER 
ROAD

12/6/2023, 12 p.m. at 1700 
Block of ANGELO DRIVE 

12/4/2023,  5:30 a.m. at 
9600 Block of OLYMPIC 
BLVD.

12/2/2023, 7:40 a.m. 
at 600 Block of N. 
OAKHURST DRIVE

12/2/2023, 4:15 p.m. at 
400 Block of WALKER 
DRIVE

DUI ARREST

12/11/2023, 8:48 p.m. at 
S. ROBERTSON 
BOULEVARD / OLYMPIC 
BOULEVARD

12/7/2023, 9:50 p.m. at 
WILSHIRE BOULEVARD / 
WHITTIER DRIVE 

12/3/2023, 11:42 p.m. 
at S. SANTA MONICA 
BOULEVARD / 
N. BEVERLY DRIVE

HATE INCIDENT

12/8/2023, 6 p.m. at 
DAYTON WAY / N. ELM 
DRIVE

12/7/2023, 4:20 p.m. at 
200 Block of S. REXFORD 
DRIVE

MOTOR VEHICLE 
THEFT

12/6/2023, 12 a.m. at 200 
Block of S. LA CIENEGA 
BLVD. 

12/1/2023, 5 p.m. at 100 
Block of S. HAMEL DRIVE

ROBBERY

12/10/2023, 9:17 p.m. at 
BRIGHTON WAY / N. 
CANON DRIVE

12/10/2023, 2:18 p.m. 
at CHARLEVILLE 
BOULEVARD / S. MAPLE 
DRIVE 

12/10/2023, 9:47 a.m. at 
9600 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

THEFT OF AUTO PARTS

12/8/2023, 9 p.m. at 100 
Block of S. SWALL DRIVE

THEFT - GRAND

12/9/2023, 1:11 a.m. at 300 
Block of N. CANON DRIVE

12/7/2023, 4:45 p.m. at 
9700 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD. 

12/4/2023, 5:58 p.m. 
at 300 Block of S. LA 
CIENEGA BLVD.

12/1/2023, 6:01 p.m. at 
9700 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

12/1/2023, 11:45 a.m. at 
CLIFTON WAY / 
N. STANLEY DRIVE

THEFT - GRAND 
(FROM VEHICLE)

12/7/2023, 4:30 p.m. at 
N. CAMDEN DRIVE / 
ELEVADO AVENUE 

THEFT - PETTY

12/10/2023, 8:04 p.m. at 
9000 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

12/10/2023, 3:51 p.m.at 
9000 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

12/9/2023, 4:52 a.m. at 
300 Block of N. CANON 
DRIVE

12/8/2023, 6:29 a.m. at 
9000 Block of OLYMPIC 
BLVD.

12/7/2023, 4:25 p.m. at 
9700 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

12/6/2023, 6:07 p.m. at 
9700 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD. 

12/5/2023, 8 a.m. at 300 
Block of N. CANON DRIVE

12/4/2023, 8 p.m. at 300 
Block of N. CANON DRIVE

12/4/2023, 6:30 p.m. at 
9700 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

12/3/2023, 8:34 p.m. at 
9000 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

12/2/2023, 2:46 p.m. at 
300 Block of N. CANON 
DRIVE

12/1/2023, 2:30 p.m. at 
9700 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

11/30/2023, 10:05 p.m. at 
9000 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

11/30/2023, 7:13 p.m. at 
300 Block of S. RODEO 
DRIVE

11/30/2023, 12:22 p.m. at 
400 Block of N. RODEO 
DRIVE

THEFT - PETTY (FROM 
VEHICLE)

12/12/2023, 6:15 a.m. at 
1100 Block of LOMA VISTA 
DRIVE

VANDALISM

12/11/2023, 4:30 p.m. at 
200 Block of S. BEVERLY 
DRIVE

12/11/2023, 3:10 p.m. 
at 100 Block of N. 
WETHERLY DRIVE

12/11/2023, 9:30 a.m. at 
9000 Block of OLYMPIC 
BLVD.

12/9/2023, 4 p.m. at 400 
Block of N. REXFORD 
DRIVE

12/6/2023, 8:33 p.m. 
at 100 Block of N. 
ROBERTSON BLVD. 

12/3/2023, 5:48 p.m. at 
400 Block of S. ROXBURY 
DRIVE

12/3/2023, 11:47 a.m. at 
200 Block of N. CANON 
DRIVE

12/1/2023, 8:31 a.m. at 
N. SANTA MONICA 
BOULEVARD / WILSHIRE 
BOULEVARD

11/30/2023, 7:14 a.m. at 
9500 Block of WILSHIRE 
BLVD.

The following 
incidents of arson, 
assault, burglary, 
DUI arrest, hate 
incident, motor 
vehicle theft, 
robbery, theft and 
vandalism have 
been reported. 
Streets are usually 
indicated by block 
numbers.

Police Blotter



  

Pauline Romano
1928-2023
Pauline Romano (nee Dahbany) 
died peacefully on November 
29, 2023, at age 95 at her home 
in Beverly HIlls. She was born in 
Brooklyn, NY on June 6, 1928 
and moved to Los Angeles at 
age 10. She attended Fairfax 
High School and UCLA. 

While still in college, she and her husband, Joseph 
Romano opened up their first linen store on Hill 
Street in downtown Los Angeles. As they steadily 
gained some success, they turned their attention 
to become full-time retail partners. In 1960 they 
moved the store to Santa Monica, California and 
named it Europa Company. They ran their home 
furnishings store for 47 years and eventually 
closed it to concentrate on real estate develop-
ment. They worked side by side and raised a 
family of 4 children, Ted, Janet, Laurie and Susie. 
Pauline was an adventurer in life and in business. 

She loved to travel the world, ski, play paddle 
tennis at their home in Beverly Hills and swim. 
She enjoyed going to the LA Philharmonic and 
Hollywood Bowl every summer with her husband, 
children and grandchildren. Most of all, she loved 
her family and her community. She was generous, 
philanthropic, an amazing cook and a consum-
mate hostess. 

Pauline had an infectious smile and was welcoming 
to everyone. She was especially dedicated to 
supporting Temple Beth Am and was a found-
ing member of the Sephardic Hebrew Academy 
and the Sephardic Women’s Division of the Los 
Angeles Jewish Federation.

She is survived by the love of her life Joseph 
(Pepe) Romano to whom she was married for 
74 years, her son Ted Romano, daughters Janet 
Morris, Laurie Sasson (Marc) and Susie Romano 
Steinberg (Randy), and grandchildren Andy, 
Alyssa, Sara, Sophia, Scarlett, Remy and Adam.

Memorial contributions may be made to Maps 
Charities www.mapscharities.org, or Temple Bet Am 
www.tbala.org. 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
for the 

BURTON WAY RESURFACING PROJECT
within the Cities of

BEVERLY HILLS and LOS ANGELES, 
CALIFORNIA

BIDS - Sealed proposals for the BURTON WAY 
RESURFACING PROJECT at various locations 
within the Cities of Beverly Hills and Los Angeles, 
California, will be received up to the hour of 
2:00 p.m. (Pacific Time), on Friday, January 19, 
2024, via Planetbids.  Bid results will be sent to 
all bidders through Planetbids and the award of 
the contract will be made during a subsequent 
meeting of the City Council.

Refer to webpage: https://pbsystem.planetbids.
com/portal/39493/bo/bo-detail/111842 

SCOPE OF THE WORK - The work to be done 
shall consist of furnishing all the required labor, 
materials, equipment, parts, implements, sup-
plies, and permits necessary for, or appurtenant 
to, the construction and completion of the project 
indicated above in accordance with the Standard 
Drawings and the Specifications prepared for 
this project. In general, the project consists of 
asphalt pavement (grind and overlay), curb ramp 
replacements, bus pad installation, replacement 
of existing pavement striping and markings with 
the current Caltrans standard striping, removal 
of existing striping and markings as applica-
ble, placement of thermoplastic and traffic-rated 
paint, and installation of new bikeway striping. 
The proposed improvement is along Burton Way 
from Crescent Drive to Robertson Boulevard. 
Some project locations will require the work to be 
performed at night, on weekends, or with other 
working hour restrictions.

Copies of the Specifications and Proposal Form 
may be inspected and downloaded from the 
City’s webpage (http://www.beverlyhills.org/tags/
bids/). Then click on the link “PLANET BIDS”. 

ENGINEER’S ESTIMATE – The preliminary cost 
of BURTON WAY BIKEWAY IMPROVEMENTS 
for this work has been prepared and the said 
estimate is $1,778,000.00. 

PRE-BID MEETING AND SITE VISIT – An 
optional pre-bid conference will be held on 
Tuesday, December 19, 2023, at 10:00 am in 
Conference Room 217 of the City of Beverly 
Hills Public Works Building located at 345 North 
Foothill Road, Beverly Hills, California, 90210. 
No allowances for cost adjustment will be made if 
Bidders fail to adequately examine the premises 
before submitting a proposal. 

CITY CONTACT – Any questions or requests 
for information can be directed to the proj-
ect manager, Christine Chung, P.E., at 
cchung@beverlyhills.org.

CONTRACTORS LICENSE - In compliance with 
Public Contract Code Section 3300, the City has 
determined that the Bidder must possess at least 
one of the following licenses: “A” 

THE CITY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT 
ANY BID OR ALL THE BIDS AND TO WAIVE 
ANY INFORMALITY OR IRREGULARITY IN 
ANY BID, BUT IF THE BIDS ARE ACCEPTED, 
THE CONTRACT FOR THE IMPROVEMENT 
WILL BE LET TO THE LOWEST RESPONSIBLE 
BIDDER FOR THE PROJECT AS A WHOLE.

T.S. No.: 23-9490 Loan 
No.: *6356 NOTICE 
OF TRUSTEE’S SALE 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF 
TRUST, SECURITY 
AGREEMENT AND 
FIXTURE FILING 
(WITH ASSIGNMENT 
OF RENTS AND 
L E A S E S ) D A T E D 
2/18/2022. UNLESS 
YOU TAKE ACTION 
TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY 
BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC 
SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION 
OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDING 
AGAINST YOU, YOU 
SHOULD CONTACT 
A LAWYER. A pub-
lic auction sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, 
cashier’s check drawn 
on a state or national 
bank, check drawn by 
a state or federal credit 
union, or a check drawn 
by a state or federal 
savings and loan asso-
ciation, or savings asso-
ciation, or savings bank 
specified in Section 
5102 of the Financial 
Code and authorized 
to do business in this 
state will be held by the 
duly appointed trustee 
as shown below, of all 
right, title, and interest 
conveyed to and now 
held by the trustee in the 
hereinafter described 
property under and pur-
suant to a DEED OF 
TRUST, SECURITY 
AGREEMENT AND 
FIXTURE FILING 
(WITH ASSIGNMENT 
OF RENTS AND 
LEASES) described 
below. The sale will 
be made, but without 
covenant or warranty, 
expressed or implied, 
regarding title, pos-
session, or encum-
brances, to pay the 
remaining principal 
sum of the note(s) 
secured by the DEED 
OF TRUST, SECURITY 
AGREEMENT AND 
FIXTURE FILING 
(WITH ASSIGNMENT 
OF RENTS AND 
LEASES), with inter-
est and late charges 
thereon, as provid-
ed in the note(s), 
advances, under the 
terms of the DEED OF 
TRUST, SECURITY 
AGREEMENT AND 
FIXTURE FILING 
(WITH ASSIGNMENT 
OF RENTS AND 
LEASES), interest 
thereon, fees, charges 
and expenses of the 
Trustee for the total 
amount (at the time 
of the initial publica-
tion of the Notice of 
Sale) reasonably esti-
mated to be set forth 
below. The amount 
may be greater on the 
day of sale. Trustor: 
1141 Detroit St, LLC, 

A California Limited 
Liability Company Duly 
Appointed Trustee: 
PRESTIGE DEFAULT 
SERVICES, LLC 
Recorded 3/1/2022 
as Instrument No. 
20220237109 in book 
---, page --- of Official 
Records in the office 
of the Recorder of 
Los Angeles County, 
California, Date of Sale: 
12/21/2023 at 10:00 AM 
Place of Sale: Behind 
the fountain located 
in Civic Center Plaza, 
400 Civic Center Plaza, 
Pomona CA 91766 
Amount of unpaid 
balance and other 
charges: $8,247,725.74 
Property being sold “as 
is – Where is” Street 
Address or other com-
mon designation of 
real property: 1141 N 
DETROIT STREET 
WEST HOLLYWOOD 
CA 90046 A.P.N.: 
5531-009-008 THE 
B E N E F I C I A R Y 
MAY ELECT, IN 
ITS DISCRETION, 
TO EXERCISE 
ITS RIGHTS AND 
REMEDIESIN ANY 
MANNER PERMITTED 
UNDER SECTION 9604 
OF THE CALIFORNIA 
COMMERCIAL CODE, 
OR ANY OTHER 
APPLICABLE SECTION, 
AS TO ALL OR SOME 
OF THE PERSONAL 
P R O P E R T Y , 
FIXTURES AND 
OTHER GENERAL 
TANGIBLES AND 
INTANGIBLES MORE 
P A R T I C U L A R Y 
DESCRIVED IN 
THE DEED OF 
TRUST, SECURITY 
AGREEMENT AND 
FIXTURE FILING (WITH 
ASSIGNMENT OF 
RENTS AND LEASES), 
G U A R A N T E E S , 
UCC’S, SECURITY 
AGREEMENTS. The 
undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for 
any incorrectness of the 
street address or other 
common designation, if 
any, shown above. If no 
street address or other 
common designation 
is shown, directions to 
the location of the prop-
erty may be obtained 
by sending a written 
request to the benefi-
ciary within 10 days of 
the date of first pub-
lication of this Notice 
of Sale. NOTICE TO 
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: 
If you are considering 
bidding on this property 
lien, you should under-
stand that there are 
risks involved in bidding 
at a trustee auction. 
You will be bidding on a 
lien, not on the property 
itself. Placing the high-
est bid at a trustee auc-
tion does not automati-
cally entitle you to free 

and clear ownership 
of the property. You 
should also be aware 
that the lien being auc-
tioned off may be a 
junior lien. If you are 
the highest bidder at the 
auction, you are or may 
be responsible for pay-
ing off all liens senior 
to the lien being auc-
tioned off, before you 
can receive clear title 
to the property. You are 
encouraged to investi-
gate the existence, pri-
ority, and size of out-
standing liens that may 
exist on this property 
by contacting the coun-
ty recorder’s office or a 
title insurance compa-
ny, either of which may 
charge you a fee for 
this information. If you 
consult either of these 
resources, you should 
be aware that the same 
lender may hold more 
than one mortgage or 
deed of trust on the 
property. All checks 
payable to Prestige 
Default Services, 
LLC. NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNER: 
The sale date shown 
on this notice of sale 
may be postponed one 
or more times by the 
mortgagee, beneficiary, 
trustee, or a court, pur-
suant to Section 2924g 
of the California Civil 
Code. The law requires 
that information about 
trustee sale postpone-
ments be made avail-
able to you and to the 
public, as a courtesy to 
those not present at the 
sale. If you wish to learn 
whether your sale date 
has been postponed, 
and, if applicable, the 
rescheduled time and 
date for the sale of 
this property, you may 
call (916) 939-0772 or 
visit this Internet Web 
site www.nationwide-
posting.com, using the 
file number assigned 
to this case 23-9490. 
Information about post-
ponements that are 
very short in duration or 
that occur close in time 
to the scheduled sale 
may not immediately 
be reflected in the tele-
phone information or on 
the Internet Web site. 
The best way to veri-
fy postponement infor-
mation is to attend the 
scheduled sale. Date: 
11/20/2023 PRESTIGE 
DEFAULT SERVICES, 
LLC 1920 Old Tustin Ave. 
Santa Ana, California 
92705 Questions: 
949-427-2010 Sale 
Line: (916) 939-0772 
Tina Suihkonen, VP 
of Operations and 
Compliance 
NPP0443700 
To: BEVERLY HILLS 
COURIER 12/01/2023, 
12/08/2023, 12/15/2023
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Public Notices
OBITUARIES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

PUZZLE ANSWERS 
12/08/23 ISSUE

SUDOKU ANSWERS 
12/08/23 ISSUE

NOTICE— Fictitious name statement expires 
five years from the date it was filed in the office of 
the county clerk. A new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before that time. The 
filing of this statement does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a fictitious business name 
in violation of the rights of another under federal, 
state, or common law (See Section 14400, et 
seq., Business and Professions Code).
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Classifi eds
ANNOUNCEMENT

RABBI MARVIN HIER DAVID SUISSA
Q&A WITH

DR. SHARONA NAZARIAN

November 12th 6.30-7.30pm 
Beth Jacob Congregation
“What Do Jewish Children 
Need to Know about the 

Holocaust” 

January 14th 6.30-7.30pm
Beth Jacob Congregation

“Teaching Teens about 
Media Bias” 

February 11th 6.30-7.30pm
Beth Jacob Congregation

“Guiding Your Teens to 
Advocate for Themselves”

JOIN US ALONG WITH BETH JACOB CONGREGATION 
FOR A SUNDAY SPEAKERS SERIES 

TO BRING AWARENESS TO THE COMMUNITY

9030 W. Olympic Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90211

W I T H  O U R  H E A R T S  A N D  M I N D S  C O N N E C T E D  T O  I S R A E L  A N D  T H E  I D F 

08
LEGAL SERVICES

- FINANCIAL  & TAX CONSULTING -
(310) 749-8121

www.taxea.net • taxdoctor@mindspring.com

08
LEGAL SERVICES

Thursday, December 21st, at 6:00 p.m.
at 141 S. Rexford Drive

christiansciencebeverlyhills.com 

a new talk by
Fujiko Signs

Love without Limit
              Life without Fear

walking in the light

ANNOUNCEMENT

PROFESSIONAL
HOUSECLEANING

With Own 
Transportation. 

English Speaking.
I Am Very Reliable 
and Hardworking.
 Available Days: 

Monday & Tuesday
Please call Celia
at 310/720-8002

 I am Seeking A
 Companion/
 Caregiver 
Position

Personal
Care

Assistance

Companionship, meal 
prep, med’s reminder,
own car/ins. for Doctors
appointments, errands, 

and shopping.
Emma C.N.A/C.H.H.A

323/561-6257

55
JOBS WANTED

HOME SECURITY 
SYSTEMS

   •  Customizable
   •  Sophisticated
   •  Affordable

Don’t let the Grinch steal 
Christmas this year! 

Call 323-333-4822

DEPENDABLE 
CARE INC.

In business since 1992

Home Care at Affordable Rates
Caregivers, Homemakers, Drivers

LICENSED REFERRAL AGENCY

Call Teri Lieberman 818-489-3208

ARE YOU A SENIOR AND 
NEED ASSISTANCE?

We can help YOU!

CALL LISA 24HRS.
323/877-8121  • 323/806-3046

We provide experienced Caregivers, CNA’s 
& HHA’s for seniors needing companions to 
drive them to doctors, prepare meals, light 
housekeeping, etc... We offer responsible 
and nurturing care. Our staff is thoroughly 
screened and we care. Live In/Out

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

88
ELDERLY CARE

58
SECURITY
SYSTEMS

www.
beverlyhillscourier

.com

HOUSEKEEPER/
CAREGIVER

I am available 2 to 3 
days per week with
30 years experirnce. 
Trustworthy, reliable, 
honest, caring and 
very dependable.

Elfy: 310/461-9291

TO ADVERTISE

YOUR 

BUSINESS

IN THE 

COURIER

CLASSIFIEDS

CALL US AT

310 278 1322



F O R 
L E A S E

BEVERLY HILLS
221 Doheny  Dr.

3 BDRM, + 2 BA.
1 BDRM + 1 BA.

Bright units w/control 
access, pool, elevator, 
close to shopping area. 
Call 424-877-3838

BEVERLY HILLS
443 S. Oakhurst Dr.
1 BD + DEN + 1 BA.

1 BDRM + 1 BA.

Balcony, dishwasher, 
elevator, intercom entry, 
on-site, laundry, parking. 
Call 424-877-3990

PRIME B.H. LOCATION
320 N. LA PEER DR.

2 BDRM + 2 BA.
1 BDRM + 1 BA.

Hardwood Flrs., central
air, pool, elevator, 
on-site laundry, 

intercom laundry.
• 424/877-3827 •
Pets Considered

BEVERLY HILLS
218 S. Tower Dr.

1 BDRM + 1 BA.

Old World Charm!
Bright unit, intercom 
entry, fridge, stove, 

laundry facility.
323/651-2598

Classifi eds
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440
UNFURNISHED
APTS/CONDOS

PICO ROBERTSON
1455 S. Wooster Street

Large Spacious Unit, All New Stainless Appliances, 
Storage Bin, 1 Car Parking, Quiet Building, Intercom Entry.

COMPLETELY REMODELED
1 BEDROOM, 1 BATH

GREAT LOCATION 
CLOSE TO CENTURY CITY

AND BEVERLY HILLS

FOR INQUIRIES CONTACT            
HAROLD TENNEN    310 850-4600

440
UNFURNISHED
APTS/CONDOS

440
UNFURNISHED
APTS/CONDOS

TO ADVERTISE YOUR REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

CALL US AT 310 278 1322

BEVERLY HILLS
2 Ground Level Parking Spaces

Available For Rent.
Close to Pavillions Market and South 

Beverly Drive/ Olympic Shops.
Easy alley access. $350/Mo. for both
(Ideal parking for shops and offices)

Call 310/717-2213

90
EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITIES 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
SPECIALIST
Specializing in 

Single Family and Apartment Buildings.
Over 40 Years Exp.

Call Terri Scheid at 310/801-0310

BRENTWOOD
12221 - 12225

San Vincente Blvd.

3 BDRM + 2 BATHS
• Oversized Units •
Balcony w/ view of golf
course, dishwasher,
controlled access,

elevator, pool, prkg.
Close to shopping 

area & school.

424-877-3993

BEVERLY HILLS
211 S. ARNAZ DR
3 Bd. + Den + 2 Ba.
(Den can be converted

to 4th Bedroom)  
Newly Remodeled, 
Upper Oversized Unit. 

Perfect for families
 or for roommates.

Washer/dryer in unit.
$5,000/MO. 

Call 310/867-9527 

248
REAL ESTATE

MENTOR

241
TIMESHARE

WEST HOLLYWOOD

SPACIOUS STUDIO
On the second fl oor.
Newly remodeled with
hardwood floors and 
plenty of closet space.
pool, laundry facility 
and 1 car parking. 

$2,250/MO. 
917 LARRABEE ST

424/202-0069

258
PROPERTY

MANAGEMENT

C
O

U
R

IE
R

C
L

A
SS

IF
IE

D
S

FULL TIME
CAREGIVER /

HOUSEKEEPER
5 Days per week in 
Beverly Hills private 
home. Must have 
clean DMV record 
with own car and 

excellent references.
Call 310/271-9563

240
OFFICES / STORES 

FOR LEASE

BEVERLY HILLS
OFFICE SHARE

 IN 90210 
Available starting 2023. 

4-5 days/week.
Beautiful suite/offi ce, 
shared reception/full 

kitchen, etc. 
$700/MO.  OBO

Call 310/892-0210

Timeshare One Week Villa Rental
Dec.17 – Dec. 24

Exquisite two bedroom
villa, full kitchen, living/
dining room, sleeps up
to eight.
https://www.fourseasons.com/northsandiego/villarentals/

$10,000 value.  Available for $4,500
Call 310.440.2000 for details

Four Seasons Aviara Residence Club
Carlsbad, CA

245
PARKING/
GARAGE 

BEVERLY HILLS 
LARGE SINGLE
with beautiful views
of Hollywood sign.

Completely renovated
Brand new kitchen with
all new appliances. 

New hardwood fl oors, 
cantral air and heat.

security parking, no pets. 
Next to Century City 
and Roxbury Park.
310/713-1664

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
SPACIOUS &
LUXURIOUS

STUDIO
$2,850MO.

Totally remodeled with 
modern fixtures. New wood 
floors and granite counters 
throughout all amenities 
in kitchen and includes all 
appliances. Breakfast area. 
Huge bar, large closets, 
balconies, Berber carpet/ 
hardwood floors and vertical 
blinds. Fireplace,  washer/ 
dryer included in laundry 
area. Secured building with 
atrium and garden courtyard 
view. Choice location 
Near Beverly Center, 
Cedars- Sinai, Restaurants, 
Trader Joes, Etc. No Pets.

310-653-2551

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

COMPANY
Hiring Position: 
Full Time Asst 

Property Manager
(Filing, Scanning, 
Accounts Payable, 

Accounts Receivable)
Parking Provided

Full Medical Benefi ts
Contact: manager@
wienerproperties.com

Beverly Center Area
Lrg. Top Flr. STUDIO
Private Entrance+Bath
Beautiful Neighborhood

Kitchenette, walk-in closet,

No Pets.
Furnished or Unfurnished
Utilities Incld.+internet

Call or Text at
• 310/989-9195 •



MARBLE
RESTORATION

A F F O R D A B L E 
H A N D Y W O M A N

• Molly Hanmer •
does home repairs,

installs tv’s,
puts up shelves,
curtains & more.

• No Job Too Small •
831/236-2116

$35 OFF
1st Job of 2023!
*Mention “BH Courier”

Holiday Special!
20% Off until end of year!

HANDYWOMAN
SERVICES

GOLD  COAST
~ MARBLE ~
Marble Polishing • Sealing

 Floor Restoration • Grout Cleaning

Call For Free Estimate:
• 818/348-3266 • 

• Cell: 818/422-9493 •
• Member of BBB •

REAL ESTATE AGENTS/SELLERS,
PREP YOUR PROPERTIES.

Luxury Jewels of Beverly Hills

BRING USYOURWAWW TAA CHES, DIAMONDS, ESTATT TAA E JEWELRYRR ,YY
GOLD/SILVER, COINS, ART & ANTIQUES. WE HAVE
OVER 100 COMBINED YEARS OF EXPERTISE IN BUYING,

SELLING AND APPRAISAL.

WE PAPP YAA PREMIUM PRICES!
“WE BEATAA MOST AUCTION HOUSE PRICES”

BUY • SELL • LOAN • TRADE • CONSIGN

203 S. BEVERLY DRIVE, BEVERLY HILLS 90212

310-205-0093 • INFO@LJOBH.COM
license #19100971

MICHAEL
NEWMAN

DAVID
NEWMAN

310.276.0188 818.888.9200
WWW.BEVERLYHILLSANTIQUES.COM

CARE 
ELECTRIC
ALL ELECTRICAL 

NEEDS
RESIDENTIAL/
COMMERCIAL

EXPERT REPAIR 
SMALL JOBS OK

FULLY INSURED • ALL 
WORK GUARANTEED

310-901-9411
LIC#568446

GARDENING / LANDSCAPING 

ELECTRICAL

Classifi eds
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ANTIQUES / JEWELRY
BUY & SELL

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR 

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

CALL US AT: 310-278-1322

ROOFING

ROOFERS Inc.
We Do All Types of Roofs

Torch • Tile • Shingle • Hot • Wood Shake

New Roofs 
& Repair

40 Years in Business.
Many References

Call Steven @: 213/675-3769
 800/213-6806 • 310/857-0301
Lic. #424795 CA Subdiv. of Adorn Construction

Local • Licensed • Insured

LALIQUE
A nice collection of large 

LALIQUE
pieces from a private home 

in  Beverly Hills.  
Call the lady of the house after 9:00am 

(310)210-7433
for an appointment to come see.

Any purchases will be for cash only.

568
LALIQUE

COLLECTION

CO
UR

IE
R

CL
AS
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ED
S

ANTIQUES / JEWELRY
BUY & SELL

R. Zach Jewelers.  Buying and selling the most unusual 
pieces of estate and modern jewelry, watches and gutiars
since 1988.    310-859-8666     Insta: @rzachjewelry

www.rzach.com   •  9897 Santa Monica Blvd., BH
      9897 Santa Monica Blvd., BH

     @rzachjewelry     (310) 859-8666  

500
AUTOS FOR SALE

2012 BENTLEY 
CONTINENTAL GTC

Rarely Driven-Always Garaged. 
Well Maintained. Looks Brand New. 
Body Style Has Almost Not Changed 
in 15 Years. K40 Radar Detector. 
41,381K Miles. Shown by Appointment 
Only. No Dealers-Private Sale Only. 

$80K or best offer. 
For more info call 310-625-3300

MIDNIGHT BLUE WITH A 
CHOCOLATE CONVERTIBLE TOP
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©2023 Hilton & Hyland Real Estate, Inc. DRE 01160681

HILTONHYLAND.COM

Founded in 1993, Hilton & Hyland, synonymous with luxury real estate in 
Los Angeles, has served many of the city’s most distinguished, influential, 
and affluent residents. Independent in character, integrity, and voice, we 
are committed to building enduring relationships and providing expertise 
and solutions to meet our client’s ever-evolving needs. For the three 
decades and many more to come, thank you.

YEAR
ANNIVERSARY




