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As the June 7 City of Beverly Hills General 
Municipal Election approaches, various com-
munity groups in Beverly Hills are hosting 
public events in which local candidates run-
ning for City Council and City Treasurer will 
participate in a Q&A style forum. Eleven 
candidates are vying for three open City 
Council seats and three candidates for the 
position of City Treasurer. 
(Public Forums continues on page 15)

BY SAMUEL BRASLOW

BY COURIER EDITORIAL STAFF

BY BIANCA HEYWARD

Jaqueline Avant’s Murderer 
Sentenced to 190 Years

Candidates To 
Take Part in 
Several Public 
Forums

City Council Candidates Answer 
the Courier’s Questions
The Courier recently asked all 11 City 
Council candidates to answer a series of 
four questions for publication.  Two of 
those questions were directed to all of the 
candidates; two were addressed to the incum-
bents (Councilmembers John Mirisch, Lester 

Friedman and Robert Wunderlich); and two 
to the challengers (Commissioners Andy 
Licht and Sharona Nazarian; Vera Markowitz, 
Shiva Bagheri, Akshat “A.B.” Bhatia, Darian 
Bojeaux, Kevin Kugley and Robin Rowe).
 All of the candidates submitted responses, 

which will be presented in a two-part series 
commencing this week. The order in which 
the candidates appear was selected by  
random drawing.  
(City Council Candidates continues on 
page 9)

Aariel Maynor, the 30-year-old who pleaded 
guilty to killing Beverly Hills philanthro-
pist Jaqueline Avant, has been sentenced 
to 190 years to life for Avant’s murder and 
the attempted murder of her security guard 
on Dec. 1. Prosecutors claimed that Maynor 
shot the 81-year-old while attempting to rob 
her Trousdale Estates home.

“Today marks the end of a tragic case 
that rocked our community. Because of a 
completely senseless act, Los Angeles lost 
Jacqueline Avant, a community leader and 
philanthropist. Her murder sent shockwaves 
through our community, prompting fear, 
concern and a tremendous sense of loss,” 
District Attorney George Gascón said in a 
statement. “Given the sentence today, Mr. 
Maynor will be ineligible for early parole, 

and will spend the rest of his life in prison.”
Gascón, whose offi  ce secured the guilty 

plea from Maynor, said the “conclusion of 
this case also prevents a painful and lengthy 
process of trial for the Avant family, a process 
that can be traumatizing.”

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge 
Kathryn Solorzano handed down a sentence 
on April 19 for three life terms in prison, 
saying Maynor will have to serve a minimum 
of 150 years. She added an additional 40 
years for weapons violations. 

In issuing the punishment at the sentenc-
ing hearing, Solorzano described Maynor 
as a “serious danger to society” who had 
targeted a “completely vulnerable victim.” 
( Jaqueline Avant’s Murderer  continues 
on page 7)
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Courier Calendar

NOW - MAY 8
HUDSON GUILD THEATRE: “A DEATH-
DEFYING ESCAPE!”
SAT. 8 P.M., SUN. 3 P.M.
Hudson Guild Theatre and Comedy 
Workshop productions present a new 
dark comedy, “A Death-Defying Escape!” 
The play stars and is written by Judy 
Carter, inspired by her own experiences 
fi nding love as a lesbian, her Jewish 
identity, and overcoming her past. The 
show is available for live performances at 
the Hudson Guild Theatre at 6539 Santa 
Monica Blvd., Los Angeles and streaming 
online. Tickets are $30. In-person 
guests must present proof of COVID-19 
vaccination and wear masks inside. 
https://deathdefyingescape.com

NOW - SEPT. 4
SKIRBALL CULTURAL CENTER: “‘I’LL 
HAVE WHAT SHE’S HAVING’: THE 
JEWISH DELI”
TUES.-FRI. 12-5 P.M. 
SAT.-SUN. 10 A.M.-5 P.M.
The Skirball Cultural Center presents an 
exhibition about the origin and cultural 
impact of the Jewish Deli. It explores how 
Jewish immigrants, mostly from Central 
and Eastern Europe, imported and 
adapted traditions to create a uniquely 
American restaurant. On display are neon 
signs, menus, advertisements, uniforms, 
photographs, and clips from movies and 
television, all from delis. Members receive 
free admission. Tickets are $18 for general 
admission, $15 for seniors and students, 
and $13 for children 12 and under. Guests 
12 and up must produce proof of COVID-19 
vaccination. Masks must be worn indoors 
and outdoors. 
http://skirball.org/exhibitions/
ill-have-what-shes-having-jewish-deli

APRIL 24
HOLOCAUST MUSEUM 
LA: “REFUGEES, WAR, AND 
HATE: UNDERSTANDING THE 
INTERSECTION OF ANTISEMITISM 
AND REFUGEE CRISES”
4-6 P.M.
Holocaust Museum LA presents a panel, 

“Refugees, War, and Hate,” in coordination 
with the grand opening of the new 
exhibition at the museum, “Hidden 
History: Recounting the Shanghai Jewish 
Story.” The speakers draw comparisons 
between the struggles of Jewish refugees 
in Shanghai before, during, and after 
WWII and the modern challenges of 
refugees today. The Museum's Vice 
President of Education and Exhibits and 
co-curator of “Hidden History” Jordanna 
Gessler moderates the panel that 
includes Congressmen Ted Lieu (CA-33) 
and Adam Schiff  (CA-28). The opening 
reception of “Hidden History” follows this 
discussion. Tickets are $100. Attendees 
must have proof of COVID-19 vaccination 
or a negative test result. Face masks are 
required inside. 
https://www.holocaustmuseumla.org/
event-details/refugees-war-and-hate-
understanding-the-intersection-of-
antisemitism-and-refugee-crises

APRIL 25
THE MIDNIGHT MISSION: “REAL TALK 
WITH THE MIDNIGHT MISSION”
12 P.M., 6 P.M.
The Midnight Mission presents the third 
virtual roundtable of its series, “Real Talk.” 
In these discussions, panelists from the 
organization and guests address topics 
related to homelessness. For this iteration, 
the primary focus is the importance of 
reuniting families as a way to help the 
unhoused, how The Midnight Mission 
pursues those ends, and what members 

of the public can do too. Roundtable 
panelists include Midnight Mission 
President and CEO Mike Arnold, Director 
of HomeLight Family Services Ricardo 
Rosales, and Alumnus Sara Gabriel. Free 
registration for the two time slots of this 
conversation is available online.
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/
the-midnight-mission-37907194823

APRIL 26
THE BROAD STAGE: “CUE & A” WITH 
ROBERT KRAFT FEATURING KRIS 
BOWERS
7:30 P.M.
The Broad Stage presents “Cue & A” 
rescheduled from its previous date of Jan. 
24. The show includes conversation, clips, 
commentary, live demonstrations, and 
an audience Q&A. Specially featured in 
this session is composer and pianist Kris 
Bowers (“King Richard,” “Bridgerton”) 
with moderator, former president of Fox 
Music, and Academy Award nominee 
Robert Kraft. Tickets range from $55-$75. 
The Broad Stage requires that guests 
produce proof of COVID-19 vaccination 
and wear masks indoors. 
https://thebroadstage.org/showinfo.
php?id=425

APRIL 28 - APRIL 30
EL CAPITAN THEATRE: “STAR WARS” 
ORIGINAL TRILOGY SCREENINGS
10 A.M., 1:20 P.M., 4:40 P.M., 8 P.M.
In early celebration of “May the Fourth,” 
the El Capitan Theatre hosts showings of 
the original trilogy of “Star Wars.” “Star 
Wars: A New Hope (Episode IV)” plays 
fi rst on April 28. “The Empire Strikes Back 
(Episode V)” plays on April 29, followed 
by “Return of the Jedi (Episode VI)” on 
April 30. Tickets with reserved seats are 
$15 for all ages. Guests who show proof 
of COVID-19 vaccination are strongly 

advised to wear masks indoors, but are 
not required. Those who cannot prove 
vaccination status are required to wear 
masks while indoors. 
https://elcapitantheatre.com

APRIL 30
THE SORAYA: “BROADWAY 
CELEBRATES THE SORAYA”
7 P.M.
In celebration of its 10th anniversary, 
The Soraya presents a curated show of 
Broadway stars. Performers include Eden 
Espinoza, Joshua Henry, and Megan Hilty, 
conducted by Music Director Richard 
Kaufman. Songs from “Sunday in the Park 
with George and Company,” “Wicked,” 

“Hamilton,” “Carousel,” and more are 
planned. Tickets range from $41-$86. 
Guests must be able to prove COVID-19 
vaccination status or provide a negative 
test result. Masks must be worn indoors at 
all times. 
https://thesoraya.org/calendar/details/
soraya10

APRIL 30 - MAY 1
GETTY VILLA: “CASSANDRA, AN 
AGONY”
SAT. 1 P.M., 4 P.M., SUN. 2 P.M.
The Getty Villa Theater Lab presents 
a reinterpretation of classical theater 
with “Cassandra, an Agony.” Cassandra 
is a frequently recurring side character 
in Greek texts, gifted with prophecy 
but cursed to never be believed. This 
production takes those appearances and 
combines them with original writing 
to produce a play in which Cassandra 
is the protagonist, played by Jin Maley. 
Advanced tickets are required and are $7. 
Unvaccinated visitors must wear masks 
indoors. 
https://www.getty.edu/visit/cal/events/
vtl_cassandra.html

MAY 3
BEVERLY HILLS WOMEN’S CLUB: 
MOTHER'S DAY LUNCHEON 
CELEBRATION
10:30 A.M.
The Beverly Hills Women’s Club presents 
a luncheon celebration of Mother's 
Day. The event is hosted by Madeleine 
Schulsinger and Antonella Carlevaro 
Rossi. The day begins at 10:30 a.m. with 
boutique shopping and social hour, and 
admission to the boutique is free. At 12 
p.m. the gourmet luncheon commences, 
priced at $175 for members and $250 
for non-members (must be a guest of a 
member). Tickets purchased within 24 
hours of the event or at the door incur a 
$25 surcharge.
https://www.thebhwc.org/event-details/
mothers-day-celebration-luncheon-
boutique

Judy Carter draws from her experiences as a gay woman in her dark comedy production, "A Death-Defying Escape!" at the Hudson Guild 
Theatre and streaming online from now until May 8. Photo by Jenny Graham



APRIL 22, 2022 PAGE 3

BEVERLY HILLS NEWEST JEWELRY STORE
230 S BEVERLY DRIVE, BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90212
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In a continuation of an alarming trend in Los 
Angeles, four men visiting from Northern 
California were followed to an Airbnb on 
Coldwater Canyon Drive and robbed at gun-
point. Suspects made off  with goods and 
cash worth an estimated $20,000, according 
to police.

The four victims were visiting Los 

Angeles for a birthday celebration and stay-
ing at an Airbnb rental property. They left a 
restaurant around 1:30 a.m. in the Beverly 
Grove area and told police they felt they 
were being followed.
(Follow-Home Robbery continues on 
page 16)

On the fi rst night of Passover, one of the 
holiest days in Judaism and a time marked 
by community and refl ection, residents in 
Beverly Hills and Westwood discovered anti-
semitic fl yers at their homes. For those in 

Beverly Hills, one of the only Jewish-majority 
cities outside of Israel, this marks the third 
such incident.
(Antisemitic Flyers continues on page 
16)

LAPD Investigating Coldwater 
Canyon Follow-Home Robbery

Antisemitic Flyers Found on 
First Night of Passover

BY SAMUEL BRASLOW BY SAMUEL BRASLOW

Antisemitic fl yers distributed around Beverly Hills and Westwood on the fi rst night of 
Passover Courtesy of Sam Yebri
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Located on city-owned property at Coldwater 
Canyon Drive and Cabrillo Drive, the Cabrillo 
Reservoir has been a contentious plot of land 
for the Public Works Commission since it was 
abandoned in 1986 due to groundwater infi l-
tration. After the city adopted the Integrated 
Water Resources Master Plan (IWRMP) in 
2020, the Cabrillo site was analyzed for how to 

maximize emergency water storage supplies 
and found a reservoir capacity of 4.3 million 
gallons (MG). The project would be feasible 
by reconstructing the site to comprise of 
two cells of 2.15MG each. 
(Cabrillo Reservoir continues on page 
15)

Public Works Commission 
Studies Cabrillo Reservoir
BY BIANCA HEYWARD

The Cabrillo Reservoir at Coldwater Canyon and Cabrillo Drive

A pursuit that began in Beverly Crest and 
terminated in front of the Beverly Hills Police 
Department (BHPD) headquarters on April 
18 led to the arrest of a woman for suspicion 
of assault with a deadly weapon, according 
to police. 

The street in front of BHPD headquar-
ters, Rexford Drive, was cordoned off  to 
traffi  c and pedestrians for about 30 minutes, 
but the incident took place in Los Angeles. 
The woman, whose name was not imme-
diately released, allegedly fi red a shot into 
the ground during a dispute with another 
woman in Beverly Crest, according to the 
Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD).

The incident occurred about 9 a.m. in 
the 9500 block of Highridge Place, LAPD 

reported.
BHPD Sgt. Ryan Dolan told the Courier 

that the department’s involvement in the 
case came about by chance.

“Our officers were assisting the Los 
Angeles Police Department with a high 
risk stop of a felony suspect, but it’s not 
our case,” he told the Courier. “They were 
in pursuit and it just happened to be stopped 
in front of our station.”

According to the LAPD, the women were 
involved in a "residential property" dispute 
when one of them fi red a shot and drove 
off . The other woman was not wounded, 
police said.

With City News Service 

LAPD Chase Ends In Front of 
BHPD Headquarters
BY SAMUEL BRASLOW
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Community

Mickey Fine Pharmacy, in partnership with the Beverly Hills Fire Department and Chief 
Greg Barton, donated 250,000 face masks to vulnerable communities in the city and to 
outposts in the Ukraine.

On April 20, Mayor Lili Bosse and Beverly Hills Police Chief Mark Stainbrook signed a letter 
of intent to participate in the 30x30 pledge, which commits to increase the recruitment, 
retention, and promotion of women in the Beverly Hills Police Department. The mission 
of the nationwide 30x30 campaign is to achieve at least 30% female representation in law 
enforcement by the year 2030.

Mickey Fine Pharmacy Donates 
to Ukraine

Bosse and Stainbrook Sign 
30x30 Pledge

BY BIANCA HEYWARD 

Jeff  Gross, owner of Mikey Fine Pharmacy, standing in front of the donation boxes on 
April 19 Photo courtesy of Mickey Fine
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NEWS

( Jaqueline Avant’s Murderer continued 
from page 1)

Sitting in a wheelchair in court, Maynor 
appeared stoic as Solorazao passed judgment. 

Deputy District Attorney Victor Avila 
presented the court with audio recordings 
of two phone calls Maynor made from jail 
in which he laughed about the murder and 
bragged that he would not receive the death 
penalty or life without parole because of 
changes implemented by Gascón. 

“I'm gonna get out of jail,” Maynor said 
on the call, according to a prosecution sen-
tencing memorandum. “I'll probably do like 
20…25, get out, you feel me?”

Avila detailed how Avant was shot in 
the back around 2 a.m. after confronting 
Maynor, who then fi red “multiple shots” at 
a security guard as he escaped to a vehicle. 
Later that same morning, Maynor broke into 

a Hollywood Hills home. In the process of 
burglarizing the residence, he shot himself 
in the foot with the same AR-15 style rifl e 
used to kill Avant. 

According to the memo, phone records 
indicated that Maynor had researched the 
Avants and their home address prior to 
the murder. Avant’s husband, Clarence, is 
a titanic fi gure in the music industry referred 
to as the “Godfather of Black Music.”

Avila read a statement in court on behalf 
of Avant’s daughter, former Ambassador 
and fi lm producer Nicole Avant. "There are 
no words to describe the cruel and vicious 
acts of the defendant. We are shattered," the 
statement read. "My mother devoted every 
cell of her body to help others. To have her 
life taken so brutally, is devastating."

"The grief is immeasurable,” Nicole’s 
statement said. Marcus Huntley, an attorney 
representing Maynor, said at the hearing that 
Maynor had a turbulent childhood charac-
terized by mistreatment in the foster care 
system.

"His upbringing is how we got to this 
situation," Huntley said.

Gascón referred to the phone calls in a 
briefi ng following the hearing, saying that 
Maynor showed “little or no remorse” for 
the crime.

“In this case, Mr. Maynor made a series of 
jail calls that speak to no remorse and that are 
very disturbing in nature and also speaks in 
part to why the sentence today is appropriate 
given the circumstances,” he said.  

Maynor represented an indictment of 
the carceral system and how it “fails our 

communities,” Gascón said at a briefi ng 
following the sentencing.

“Right now, people go to prison and, 
in essence, they get a degree in crime. It's 
no surprise that the outcomes make us less 
safe,” he said.

Maynor had been in and out of prison 
since the age of 12, Gascón said. As previously 
reported by the Courier, by the time he shot 
Avant on Dec. 1, Maynor had spent nearly 
10 years in prison for two separate charges 
of second-degree robbery, with additional 
charges of domestic violence, grand theft, 
and infl icting great bodily injury.

Just months prior to December, Maynor 
was released on parole from his latest stint 
in prison for second degree robbery with 
enhancements for a prior felony.

“He was released with no reentry pro-
gram and no path for success,” Gascón 
said. “This case highlights the futility of our 
system. We can punish Mr. Maynor, but never 
do other things that would perhaps have led 
to a diff erent outcome.”

Chief Mark Stainbrook, who had 
previously expressed concern over the 
prosecution of Maynor under Gascón, said 
that he was satisfi ed with the resolution.

“We are content with the outcome of 
the criminal case against Aariel Maynor for 
the killing of Jacqueline Avant,” he said in 
a statement to the Courier. “Our hearts are 
with the Avant family as they continue to 
process this horrifi c tragedy.”

Avant’s murder and Mayor’s subsequent 
arrest came only days after Stainbrook’s 
appointment to the role of police chief. 

Stainbrook has received praise from city 
offi  cials for his handling of the case.

The family of Avant made a recent and 
rare public appearance at the installation 
ceremony of Mayor Lili Bosse, including 
Nicole, Clarence Avant, and Nicole’s hus-
band, Netfl ix co-CEO Ted Sarandos. Nicole 
joined Bosse on stage to swear in the mayor, 
a personal friend.  

The Avant-Serandos families issued a 
joint statement following the sentencing, 
which read:  

“The Avant-Sarandos Families are 
grateful to Beverly Hills Police Chief Mark 
Stainbrook and the Beverly Hills Police 
Department, Beverly Hills Fire Department 
and Paramedics, Los Angeles Police 
Department – Hollywood Division, Attorney 
Shawn Holley, Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse, 
and Los Angeles Deputy District Attorney 
Victor Avila for their unwavering dedication 
to public service and for the swift justice of 
our beloved Jacqueline Avant.”

In a statement to the Courier following 
the sentencing, Bosse reiterated her sym-
pathies for the family. She also  praised the 
Beverly Hills Police Department. 

“The Beverly Hills Police Department 
worked tirelessly to gather evidence, con-
duct a thorough investigation and bring this 
suspect to justice,” she said.

An outspoken proponent of the eff ort to 
recall Gascón, Bosse thanked the BHPD for 
its role in securing a guilty plea, avoiding “a 
trial in the troubling era of George Gascón.”

With City News Service 

Jacqueline Avant Photo by Alex Berliner
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

DATE: Thursday, May 12, 2022

TIME:  1:30 PM, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard

LOCATION: Commission Meeting Room 280A
  Beverly Hills City Hall
  455 North Rexford Drive
  Beverly Hills, CA 90210

  Members of the public 
  may also participate 
  teleconference; details 
  provided below

PROJECT 9400 Olympic Boulevard
ADDRESS:   (nearest cross street: South 
  Cañon Drive) 

The Planning Commission of the City of Beverly Hills, at its REGULAR 
meeting on Thursday, May 12, 2022, will hold a public hearing beginning 
at 1:30 PM, or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard to consid-
er a request to renew the following entitlements approved by Planning 
Commission and associated with the operation of the Avalon Hotel and 
restaurant at the property located at 9400 Olympic Boulevard:  

This project has been assessed in accordance with the authority 
and criteria contained in the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA, Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.), the State 
CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 
15000 et seq.), and the environmental regulations of the City.  Upon 
review, the project appears to qualify for a Class 1 Categorical 
Exemption (Existing Facilities) in accordance with the requirements 
of Section 15301 of the state CEQA Guidelines.  This exemption 
is applicable to the minor alteration of existing public or private 
structures involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former 
use.  Accordingly, the Planning Commission will consider a recom-
mendation to find the project exempt from the environmental review 
requirements of CEQA.

How to Participate
In the interest of maintaining appropriate social distancing, members of 
the public can participate in, watch, or listen to the commission meetings 
through the following methods: 

It is recommended that written public comments be submitted to the 
Planning Commission Recording Secretary by 11:30 AM on the meeting 
date.  Public comments will also be taken during the meeting when the 
topic is being reviewed by the Planning Commission.  Written comments 
should identify the Agenda Item number or topic in the subject line of 
the email.  In order to be read at the meeting, written comments will be 
allowed with a maximum of 350 words, which corresponds to approxi-
mately three (3) minutes of speaking time.  If a comment is received after 
the agenda item is heard, it will not be a part of the record.  Any written 
comments received by end of the day on Tuesday, May 3, 2022 will be 
attached to the agenda report regarding this item.  Any comments received 
after Tuesday, May 3, 2022, but prior the public hearing, will be distribut-
ed to the Commission under separate cover. 

According to Government Code Section 65009, if you challenge the City’s 
action in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in 
written correspondence delivered to the City, either at or prior to the pub-
lic hearing.  Please note that any comments received prior to or during the 
public hearing will be considered as part of the public record.  

If there are any questions regarding this notice, please contact Alvaro Gomez, 
AICP, Associate Planner, in the Planning Division at (310) 285-1142, or by 
email at agomez@beverlyhills.org.  Copies of the project plans and associated 
application materials are on file in the Community Development Department, 
and can be reviewed by contacting the project planner listed above.

Sincerely,
Alvaro Gomez, AICP, Associate Planner     

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Beverly Hills will make reasonable efforts to accommodate persons with disabilities. If you require 
special assistance, please call (310) 285-1126 (voice) or (310) 285-6881 (TTY). Providing at least forty-eight (48) hours advance notice will help to ensure 
availability of services. City Hall, including the Council Chamber and Room 280A, is wheelchair accessible. The City Hall Council Chamber and Room 280A 
are also equipped with audio equipment for the hearing impaired. 

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) Renewal.  Renewal of a CUP 
to allow an existing restaurant located on the ground floor of the 
Avalon Hotel to remain open to the public.

Development Plan Review (DPR) Renewal.  Renewal of a DPR 
to allow for the existing restaurant to continue to operate open air 
dining within a pool area courtyard in the center of the hotel. 
 
Extended Hours Permit Renewal.  Renewal of an Extended 
Hours Permit allowing for the operation of the existing restaurant 
and open air dining uses during extended hours from 7 A.M. - 
11 P.M. daily on a property located in a Commercial-Residential 
Transition Area.

 

www.beverlyhills.org

In Person:  Submit a speaker card to the Recording Secretary at the 
meeting.

Oral Comment: Call (310) 288-2288, select Option 1 when prompt-
ed. You will be placed on a brief hold, and called upon to make a 
comment at the appropriate time. 

Video Comment: https://beverlyhills-org.zoom.us/my/bevpublic, 
enter passcode: 90210 when prompted.

Written Comment: Email commentPC@beverlyhills.org

Audio Only: Call (310) 288-2288, select Option 2 when prompted.

Watch LIVE: BHTV Channel 10 on Spectrum Cable or 
www.beverlyhills.org/watchlive

•

•

•

•

•

•



Lester Friedman

Courier: The challenges currently 
facing the City of Beverly Hills have gen-
erated much discussion. The community 
is looking for solutions. Please identify 
the three issues you fi nd most vexing 
and explicate the solutions you would 
propose for each. 

Friedman: Safety is the overarching 
issue, whether it is feeling safe on our 
streets, in our public spaces or secure in 
our homes. I’m proud the Council is con-
tinuing many of the initiatives I led as Mayor 
during the pandemic. We’re continuing to 
hire more police offi  cers, deploy armed 
private security patrols and increase foot 
and motorcycle patrols. BHPD has been 
incredibly successful in capturing crimi-
nals. The new Real-time Watch Command 
Center will further reduce response time. 
It’s time to build a police substation near La 
Cienega and fully staff  it. And we need to 
be in a preventive mode. We’re giving the 
department the tools they need, expanding 

our use of technology, cameras, license plate 
readers, drones and artifi cial intelligence. 

Safety is also about community health. 
It’s time to expand our nurse practitioner 
program so residents on limited income do 
not use emergency rooms as the doctor’s 
offi  ce. I want to hold a health summit with 
our local hospitals and local agencies to 
prepare for the next emergency. The days 
of being reactive are over. The tools and 
knowledge are available, and we should be 
incorporating these community minded 
solutions to protecting health.

And of course, there’s the city’s fi nancial 
safety. We faced a major crisis during the 
pandemic as revenue from hotels and restau-
rants plummeted. I’m proud we were able to 
keep cuts away from resident services. We 
moved quickly to help struggling businesses 
with BH Open. I led the Council in creating 
the outdoor dining program that continues 
to be so successful. Now, it’s time to apply 
the city’s design standards for their screens 
on the street so they look as good as the food 
they serve. And we need to be attractive 
to new businesses and help ensure their 
viability with timely approvals and open-
ings. There were important lessons from 
the pandemic. I want to increase the city’s 
rainy-day fund to have more of a cushion 
and deploy innovative new ways to support 
our biggest source of revenue, businesses. 

The community’s safety and security is 
always the fi rst order of business. It’s a mul-
tilayered challenge that requires experience 
and knowledge to protect. As we move into 
the next phase of reopening and returning to 
a normal life, I want to apply my experience 
to that process.

Courier: Beverly Hills is under a 
mandate to zone for more than 3,000 
new units over the next eight years. 
To date, the city’s response to this 
Housing Element requirement has not 

been approved. What does your idea of 
compliance look like? In your response, 
please touch upon the role that the city’s 
Mixed-Use ordinance could/should play in 
meeting the Housing Element mandate. 

Friedman: The State imposed 3,000 
units in eight years is incomprehensible. 
The Council’s job is to respond and at the 
same time fi ght to maintain our residential 
and small-town character. We passed the 
mixed-use ordinance, which demonstrates 
the city’s commitment to creating the units 
needed as appropriately as possible. We 
must fi nd a way to comply with the State’s 
demands or lose control over aspects of 
our zoning. Then where will we be? Unable 
to protect the quality of life we all came to 
Beverly Hills to enjoy. Like other cities that 
were not initially approved, I am confi dent 
our housing element will be accepted, AND 
we will fi nd the balance that protects the res-
idential, small-town character of the Beverly 
Hills. I’m committed to fi ghting for who we 
are as a community.

Courier: We have gone through per-
haps the most consequential two years in 
the history of the city, from civil unrest 
to a global pandemic. How did the City of 
Beverly Hills benefi t from your presence 
on the City Council during your last term?

Friedman:  As Mayor for the fi rst year 
of the pandemic and during the civil unrest, 
I’m proud of what we accomplished. I led the 
hiring of more police and put more patrols 
on the streets with armed private security 
to support them. The outdoor dining pro-
gram helped restaurants stay in business. 
I oversaw the emergency rent ordinance 
that temporarily helped many renters. And 
we made sure the economic crisis didn’t 
diminish resident services. I’m running for 
a second term to apply the lessons learned 
to make Beverly Hills safer, healthier and 
more prosperous. I have the experience and 

ideas to help guide our city into the bright 
future we all want.

Courier: The city prides itself and is 
very supportive of its police department. 
Yet, you were in offi  ce during a period 
when the city paid more than $7 million 
in judgments due to allegations against a 
former police chief. Moreover, the police 
department has also been named in a 
class action that alleges racial discrim-
ination. Explain your understanding 
of the oversight function that the City 
Council plays regarding the management 
of essential services, such as the police 
department. And do you feel that you 
have served the city and its taxpayers 
well in handling the above two matters?

Friedman: City Council oversees policy 
decisions. While the Council doesn’t run 
day-to-day department operations, in the 
end, the responsibility is ours. The prior 
chief was hired in 2016, and after various 
allegations were upheld, resigned in 2020. 
The management of that process was based 
on legal and insurance decisions and carried 
out as expeditiously as possible. Our city 
was very fortunate to have Chief Dominick 
Rivetti become the Interim Chief. His tal-
ents and experience were perfect for the 
times. We worked closely to address these 
concerns. The Council is working with our 
permanent Police Chief Mark Stainbrook to 
make sure our community is safe, secure 
and respectful. And we’re working to ensure 
there is no basis for any allegation of impro-
priety against our department. The dignity 
of and respect for every resident and visitor 
is a guiding principle that must be upheld. 
This is the City Council’s policy and how 
we want our representatives to respect and 
interact with the public, whether in uniform 
or civilians working in City Hall.
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(City Council Candidates continued from page 1)
All candidates were given the chance to opine on the issues they feel most pressing to the city, as well as provide concrete solutions to addressing them. We also asked about the state 
mandate to zone for more than 3,000 new units over the next eight years under the Regional Housing Needs Assessment, a controversial requirement that has put local governments 
across California in a bind. Finally, we asked incumbents to refl ect on their handling of the prior two years of turbulence and the relationship between the City Council and the police 
department, which has found itself in headlines repeatedly in the last few years. Challengers were asked to justify their candidacies—the life experiences that makes them fi t for offi  ce 
and the specifi c policies or decisions of the previous City Council that they disagreed with. While this space is inadequate for all the questions and answers necessary to make an 
informed decision on June 7, we hope it adds to the growing body of data for Beverly Hills voters as they continue to weigh their options. Note that the Courier did not edit responses.
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Vera Markowitz

Courier: The challenges currently 
facing the City of Beverly Hills have gen-
erated much discussion. The community 
is looking for solutions. Please identify 
the three issues you fi nd most vexing 
and explicate the solutions you would 
propose for each. 

Markowitz:  Most importantly, the 
Council is responsible for not only managing 
administration, administrative functions, 
public service, information technology and 
the budget but also human resources and 
good hiring practices that ensure that tax-
payer money is not wasted on ill-conceived 
programs and frivolous lawsuits. The fi rst 
role and responsibility of government is to 
ensure the safety of its citizens. The current 
Council has been an unmitigated failure. 
Crime is up and the morale of our City’s 
police personnel is down. Our sworn offi  cers 
do not have the support and resources 
needed to ensure that Beverly Hills remains 
a safe place to live, work and raise a family. 

My top priorities include increasing the 
number of Beverly Hills PD sworn offi  cers 
and detectives and returning the department 
to its rightful place as the premiere police 
department in the nation.

Another of my top priorities is to ensure 
that our water supply is safe, clean, aff orda-
ble and plentiful. According to several 
reports, Beverly Hills is at dangerously low 
water reserves. In the event of any act of 
natural disaster or act of terrorism, the res-
idents of Beverly Hills, by some estimates, 
would be without drinkable water within 24 
hours. This is shameful and puts our commu-
nity at risk. This issue can be further exposed 
given the fact that Beverly Hills has yet to 
underground all power lines and replace 
obsolete transformers that spark fi res. 

In wake of the many scandals that have 
plagued the Beverly Hills City Council, I 
am running with the goal of restoring the 
integrity of the Council and rebuilding public 
trust. If elected, I pledge to enact sweeping 

reforms to ensure that the Beverly Hills City 
Council meet the highest standards for 
ethics, fairness, and accuracy. I will work 
to ensure a more transparent, accessible 
and effi  cient city government.

Courier: Beverly Hills is under a 
mandate to zone for more than 3,000 
new units over the next eight years. 
To date, the city’s response to this 
Housing Element requirement has not 
been approved. What does your idea of 
compliance look like? In your response, 
please touch upon the role that the city’s 
Mixed-Use ordinance could/should play in 
meeting the Housing Element mandate. 

Markowitz: I support mixed housing 
in limited areas. However, it is vital that we 
protect the character of Beverly Hills and 
our older neighborhoods from Sacramento’s 
political mandates. 
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One of my top priorities on the Council will be 
the creation of a new General Plan that would 
prevent special interest and bureaucrats 
from mandating development projects that 
are outsized and do not fi t with the integrity 
of our neighborhoods. We need land use 
and development policies that refl ect the 
history, values and our unique quality of 
life. Given the impending mandate in its 
current form we must immediately address 
the issues of the removal of car lanes that 
would create choke points, create programs 
to install left turn arrows and synchronize 
traffi  c lights. Metro must also address the 
issues of electric bus (DASH) and shuttle 
service that is necessary to link to proposed 
major rail service. 

Courier: You feel that you deserve a 
spot on the Beverly Hills City Council. 
What relevant experience, tested abili-
ties and credentials do you bring to the 
table that the current incumbents or other 
challengers do not possess? Why would 
your presence on the City Council provide 
a better mix of talent on that body? WE 
WILL NOT PRINT ANYTHING IMPOLITE, 

but if you feel that your qualifi cations 
surpass those of other specifi c candidates, 
you may address that topic.

Markowitz: I have lived here in Beverly 
Hills for over 50 years. This city is where I 
raised my children and the city I love. My 
work with Team Beverly Hills has given me 
valuable insight into the inner workings of 
Beverly Hills and the unique challenges our 
city faces. As the Co-Founder and Director 
of Just In Case BH, I have fought to keep 
our community safe and prepared for any 
emergency our community may face. We 
have many serious problems in Beverly Hills 
that have been ignored or are being treated 
with nonsensical “solutions” that only serve 
City Hall interests and exacerbate and divide 
us. To move forward and to fi nally resolve 
these issues, I am a strong believer in learn-
ing from our community and neighbors. I 
believe citizen input is essential. Enough 
of these temporary fi xes that help no one. 
I believe we must have a vision towards a 
long term solution. I’m running for Beverly 
Hills City Council to continue fi ghting for 
our neighborhoods. At this pivotal moment, 
the choices we make will have an enormous 

impact on our neighborhoods, our environ-
ment, our schools, our safety and Beverly 
Hills’ future.  

Courier: Are you running because you 
don’t approve of the performance of the 
current City Council? If so, please point 
to a particular decision or initiative — or 
lack thereof — that you disagree with. If 
you are running for any other reason, 
please elaborate. (It is ok to say that you 
are running because you simply think it is 
time for a change, or because you always 
wanted to hold elective offi  ce.) We want 
to understand what is motivating you to 
take this move. 

Markowitz: Beverly Hills City Council 
has failed us. They have forgotten that they 
are our public servants. City Hall insiders 
have stacked the fi eld of candidates putting 
special interests ahead of our community. 
It is time that we have our seat at the table 
and the residents, small business owners, 
and families who love our way of life here 
in the Beverly Hills have their say. It’s time 
we have a council member that puts our 
neighborhoods and residents first. Six 

years ago, I learned that the City Council 
had failed to properly vet candidates and 
hired an incompetent police chief. She had 
multiple lawsuits against her before she was 
hired in Beverly Hills. I was a lone voice 
for over 4 years of speaking in front of the 
Council and relating all the atrocities that 
the police rank and fi le were subjected to. As 
a result of this failure, 50 of our best police 
offi  cers left and sought new employment or 
retired from the department. In addition to 
the loss of our city’s fi nest police offi  cers, the 
city was subsequently sued and has settled 
over $15 million dollars in law suits. The 
residents of Beverly Hills demand better. 
Enough is enough of this failed leadership. 
Our community cannot aff ord to continue 
on this path of failed leadership. I believe 
I am the right candidate to make City Hall 
work for us because I will do what I’ve been 
doing my entire life — fi ghting to improve the 
quality of life for everyone in Beverly Hills. 
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Robin Rowe   

Courier: The challenges currently 
facing the City of Beverly Hills have gen-
erated much discussion. The community 
is looking for solutions. Please identify 
the three issues you fi nd most vexing 
and explicate the solutions you would 
propose for each. 

Rowe: Just three? During the decade 
the Incumbents have held offi  ce the City 
Council has done so many vexing things.  

One, the Incumbents increased by 40% 
the police budget, while at the same time 
making Beverly Hills alarmingly less safe. 
They are now running for reelection on cam-
paign promises of future unlimited police 
budget increases. 

Two, the Incumbents have obstructed 
construction of aff ordable housing in Beverly 
Hills. Their opposition is so fi erce that in 
one unguarded moment an Incumbent said 
aff ordable housing in Beverly Hills would 
happen only “over my dead body.” Then, 
with undeserved hoopla, the Incumbents 
passed a Mixed-Use Ordinance that at best 
could add only a few aff ordable units. When 
it resulted in building none, the Incumbents 
said it’s not them, but the fault of the public 

for not wanting aff ordable housing. 
Three, for a decade the Incumbents have 

funneled more than a million dollars a year 
of city funds into a no-strings-attached grant 
to the Beverly Hills Unifi ed School District. 
Incumbents have campaign promised that 
BHUSD has their total support. Meanwhile, 
the School Board has diverted over $16 mil-
lion of school bond construction funds into 
mounting a series of losing lawsuits to delay 
Beverly Hills subway construction, in coor-
dination with the City Council. Auditors and 
former School Board offi  cials have said diver-
sion of school bond construction funds is 
illegal, that it must be used for construction.

If elected to City Council, my one vote in 
opposition to any City Council nonsense may 
not seem like much. A meaningful change 
I can accomplish on the City Council is to 
increase transparency to make it hard for 
Beverly Hills politicians to avoid public 
scrutiny.

 
Courier: Beverly Hills is under a 

mandate to zone for more than 3,000 
new units over the next eight years. 
To date, the city’s response to this 
Housing Element requirement has not 
been approved. What does your idea of 
compliance look like? In your response, 
please touch upon the role that the city’s 
Mixed-Use ordinance could/should play in 
meeting the Housing Element mandate. 

Rowe: That 3,000 new units number 
may be outdated. The state mandate for new 
aff ordable housing units in Beverly Hills was 
3,000 in 2020. The state mandate calls for 
another 300 new units each year. Beverly 
Hills is 3,600 units short in 2022. If the City 
Council continues to accomplish nothing 
building aff ordable housing, as it has for 
a decade, then in eight years Beverly Hills 
may expect to be 6,000 aff ordable housing 
units short. 

It was recently reported that the state 
lost a lawsuit that challenged how many 
affordable housing units a community 
needs. The lawsuit asserted the state’s 
number was calculated incorrectly and is 

too low. It hasn’t been announced yet what 
the new higher number required of Beverly 
Hills may be.

To solve a massive Beverly Hills housing 
shortfall requiring building thousands of 
new units means the construction of high-
rise residential towers. Adding a few units 
through Mixed-Use, if that idea could work, 
won’t make a diff erence. We may expect the 
state to enforce the aff ordable housing law, 
to force Beverly Hills to act, as California 
already has done by suing Huntington 
Beach.

I would have us build aff ordable hous-
ing earmarked for Beverly Hills workers. I 
would not repeat the mistake Chicago made 
of building, in a luxury neighborhood, large 
subsidized housing intended for the desti-
tute. I lived in Chicago next to the notorious 
Cabrini Green projects. Chicago’s Gold Coast 
neighborhood is still plagued by crime and 
the gangs that the projects attracted, even 
after Cabrini Green was deemed a failure 
and has since been torn down.

 
Courier: We have gone through per-

haps the most consequential two years in 
the history of the city, from civil unrest 
to a global pandemic. How did the City of 
Beverly Hills benefi t from your presence 
on the City Council during your last term?

Rowe: Being more relevant to my per-
formance, I answered your Incumbent 
questions instead. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, I 
worked for the United Nations World Health 
Organization managing a new program to 
train doctors worldwide to save lives at risk 
during disasters.

 
Courier: The city prides itself and is 

very supportive of its police department. 
Yet, you were in offi  ce during a period 
when the city paid more than $7 million 
in judgments due to allegations against a 
former police chief. Moreover, the police 
department has also been named in a 
class action that alleges racial discrim-
ination. Explain your understanding 

of the oversight function that the City 
Council plays regarding the management 
of essential services, such as the police 
department. And do you feel that you 
have served the city and its taxpayers 
well in handling the above two matters?

Rowe:  The KTLA news headline was, 
“Beverly Hills police chief retires after city 
pays millions to settle lawsuits alleging she 
engaged in racism, anti-Semitism, harass-
ment.” Anyone who read the legal briefs 
from the lawsuits knows the Beverly Hills 
police chief was also accused of being hom-
ophobic and a nymphomaniac. That Beverly 
Hills hired an attractive nymphomaniac 
female police chief who sexually harassed 
male police offi  cers, and that Hollywood has 
yet to produce a movie-of-the-week to share 
such a lascivious story, seems implausible.

When Beverly Hills hired its fi rst female 
police chief, Vogue magazine published an 
interview with her in which the Chief said 
she’s a “change agent” who will root out 
any discrimination in the police force. The 
discrimination lawsuits brought against the 
Chief were not from marginalized citizens, 
rather from Beverly Hills police offi  cers who 
said the Chief mistreated them. The City 
Council paying off  these police-on-police 
lawsuits created so much scandal against the 
Police Chief that she eventually resigned. The 
police department that removed its avowed 
reformist police chief has subsequently been 
charged in an unrelated class action lawsuit 
for systemic racial discrimination. 

It’s been highly publicized how much 
Beverly Hills police offi  cers suing the police 
chief received. How much the City Council 
has paid out for police brutality and discrim-
ination lawsuits brought by abused citizens 
is something only the City Council knows. 
It does not show in the City budget.
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Robert Wunderlich

Courier:  The challenges currently 
facing the City of Beverly Hills have gen-
erated much discussion. The community 
is looking for solutions. Please identify 
the three issues you fi nd most vexing 
and explicate the solutions you would 
propose for each. 

Wunderlich: Ensuring public safety 
- The immediate challenge is safety. We 
are experiencing a regional increase in 
egregious crimes. Safer is not suffi  cient. 
We must be safe on an absolute scale. We 
have done a lot and have to do more. We 
increased offi  cers, added private security, 
planned for Metro substations, added 
1000s of cameras and drones, and called 
for the recall of DA Gascon. In a second 
term, I will prioritize adding offi  cers — for 
current needs, to replace retirees, and for 
the coming of Metro — and increasingly 
being proactive to prevent crimes before 
they happen — considering alternative 

deployment strategies, increasing real-time 
monitoring, and increasing use of artifi cial 
intelligence. With many new offi  cers, I will 
also emphasize training to ensure that we 
police in the Beverly Hills way.

Fostering a vibrant economy while pre-
serving our quality of life - Why do I want to 
foster a vibrant economy? Ultimately, this 
must be for the benefi t of our residents. 
A vibrant economy provides resources we 
need for our superior services. However, 
vibrancy cannot come at the expense of 
our quality of life. We want only the right 
development in the right place. We must 
be careful that as we provide for a strong 
commercial base, we protect our residential 
neighborhoods. During the Vietnam War, an 
offi  cer famously said: “We had to destroy 
the village to save the village.” That is the 
opposite of what we have to do. We have to 
strike the balance to ensure the commer-
cial vibrancy of our City and preserve its 

character.
Ensuring a sustainable city: economic, 

community, and environmental - We need 
the vitality of a generationally diverse 
population – what I refer to as community 
sustainability. We have to provide safe, quiet 
neighborhoods for residents from kids to 
seniors and for multi-family housing to 
off set the cost of living in Beverly Hills. I 
championed early childhood education, an 
important attractor for families and formed 
an ad hoc for senior aff ordable housing. 
Climate change is a global crisis. We are in 
a severe drought which will be increasingly 
common in the future. I was a champion 
of joining the Clean Power Alliance such 
that residents by default now receive their 
electricity from 100% renewable sources.
(City Council Candidates continues on 
page 13)

Darian Bojeaux

Courier: The challenges currently 
facing the City of Beverly Hills have gen-
erated much discussion. The community 
is looking for solutions. Please identify 
the three issues you fi nd most vexing 
and explicate the solutions you would 
propose for each. 

Bojeaux: 1. Issue: Crime against busi-
nesses, customers, and residents.

Solution: In addition to what the BHPD 
is doing in increasing cameras, using drone 
surveillance, allowing officers to hear 
incoming calls; and allowing residents to 
know what is going on; the BHPD should 
also increase monitoring of cameras, and 
increase offi  cer foot patrol, in pairs, in the 
triangle. It is much better to increase the 
number of police offi  cers than to use pri-
vate security services which are much less 
threatening to thieves.

2. Issue:  3 or 4 council members making 
major changes to height limits, parking 
requirements, and city zoning and doing 
what they want to do instead of taking into 
consideration what residents want for the 
city.

Solution: Stop deviating from the general 
plan with spot zoning, unless the project is 
fi rst submitted to the residents for a vote.

3. Issue:  The lack of aff ordable housing 
caused by the city’s failure to make it easier 
for residents to build guest houses on top of 

garages, and to build other ADU’s. The city 
should have jumped on such a project the 
month RHNA new housing requirements 
came out, to spread increased density evenly 
and fairly throughout the city. Instead, the 
Planning Commission and city have dragged 
their feet for years now, due to a combina-
tion of incompetence and attempting to push 
increased density on to the main streets for 
the benefi t of city offi  cials who do not live 
near the main streets, all to the detriment of 
residents who live near main streets. If the 
city had acted promptly, many more guest 
houses would have been built by now and 
we would have been able to get more credit 
for ADU’s in the housing element plan which 
was bungled by the city.

Solution: Allow posthaste guest houses 
to be built over garages; allow zero setbacks 
in the rear of the property unless problem-
atical for neighbors; allow at least 450 sq. ft. 
of paving in front of a home for increased 
off -street parking for two cars plus a walk-
way; the city should hire engineers who 
can assist residents with their plans for a 
reasonable cost; the city should publish in 
a booklet everything that needs to be done 
to obtain a permit for an ADU with all nec-
essary information; the city should provide 
low cost pre-approved models for ADU’s, 
but not low quality models; the city should 
signifi cantly reduce all applicable fees for 
permitting ADU’s.

 
Courier: Beverly Hills is under a 

mandate to zone for more than 3,000 
new units over the next eight years. 
To date, the city’s response to this 
Housing Element requirement has not 
been approved. What does your idea of 
compliance look like? In your response, 
please touch upon the role that the city’s 
Mixed-Use ordinance could/should play in 
meeting the Housing Element mandate. 

Bojeaux: See 3 above which is incor-
porated here by reference. One reason 
the housing element was not approved is 
that the city violated Government Code 
§65583(c)(9) which required the city to 
make a diligent eff ort to achieve public 
participation in developing the housing 
element plan. Instead the city just passed 
the mixed-use ordinance during the height 
of the pandemic, against the wishes of most 

residents, and the mixed use ordinance 
rezoned for over three times RHNA new 
housing requirements. The city should 
have never increased height limits within 
the mixed use ordinance — residents did 
not want that, and the city should have, in 
addition to making it easier for residents 
to build guest houses and ADU’s early on, 
reached out and worked with owners of large 
existing commercial buildings to interest 
them in adaptive re-use of their buildings 
for mixed use. The city should have also 
required the One Beverly Hilton project to 
include aff ordable housing. 

Courier: You feel that you deserve a 
spot on the Beverly Hills City Council. 
What relevant experience, tested abili-
ties and credentials do you bring to the 
table that the current incumbents or other 
challengers do not possess? Why would 
your presence on the City Council provide 
a better mix of talent on that body? WE 
WILL NOT PRINT ANYTHING IMPOLITE, 
but if you feel that your qualifi cations 
surpass those of other specifi c candidates, 
you may address that topic. 

Bojeaux: I am an attorney, and attorneys 
are ideally suited to serve on the council 
because of their education, experience, and 
familiarity with the law. Of course that is 
much more the case if the attorney is will-
ing to dig in, research, and learn about the 
subject matter which comes before him. 
That is not to say that a non-attorney cannot 
do the same thing with some eff ort. In fact 
council member John Mirisch who is not 
an attorney, digs in and makes himself very 
knowledgeable about the subjects which 
come before him. On the other hand, I have 
seen council members who have no idea 
about their subject matter because they have 
not tried to learn about it, so they just ask 
questions to staff , and rely on the position 
of a staff  member instead of doing their job 
as a council member.

Also, I think that I am more in touch with 
and care more about what residents want for 
the city, and I would defer to residents rather 
than abuse power and force my preferences 
for the city onto the residents as this city 
council majority has done.

Courier: Are you running because you 
don’t approve of the performance of the 
current City Council? If so, please point 
to a particular decision or initiative—or 
lack thereof— that you disagree with. If 
you are running for any other reason, 
please elaborate. (It is ok to say that you 
are running because you simply think it is 
time for a change, or because you always 
wanted to hold elective offi  ce.) We want 
to understand what is motivating you to 
take this move. 

Bojeaux: Yes, I do not approve of the 
performance of the current City Council 
majority. The city failed its residents by 
not promptly helping residents build guest-
houses over garages and ADU’s in a timely 
manner. I disagree with the City Council 
majority’s passing the mixed use ordinance, 
which raised height limits, decreased park-
ing requirements, and zoned for three times 
the new housing required by RHNA. I disap-
prove of the City Council majority’s ignoring 
the wishes of the majority of residents who 
weighed in. The City Council majority was 
also unfair to residents by refusing to extend 
their time to gather referendum signatures, 
due to the pandemic, so that the mixed use 
ordinance could be placed on the ballot for 
residents to decide. 

I disagree with the City Council major-
ity’s approval of the One Beverly Hilton 
project because (1) it allowed an 11 story 
building across the street from El Rodeo 
School which will throw shade on the school; 
(2) it exempted the developer from providing 
any aff ordable housing whatsoever; (3) the 
development agreement for the project was 
pre-negotiated without being submitted for 
public input, and was not well-negotiated; 
(4) parking requirements for the site were 
reduced by 1/3 and substandard parking was 
approved; and (5) the City Council majority 
ignored the concerns of residents.

I believe the Cheval Blanc project, an 
overly massive hotel going up to 9 stories, 
is being proposed for the village because the 
developer knows that at least three of the 
incumbent City Council members will vote 
in favor of it regardless of what residents 
want. And that is another reason I would 
like the composition of the city council to 
be changed.
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Birthdays

This week's eligible puppy 
for adoption is Marco. He's 
a 1-year-old, 10-pound, poodle 
mix. To adopt this sweet boy, 
please contact Shelter of Hope 
at 805-379-3538. 
www.shelterhopepetshop.org

ARIES (March 21-April 19). One 
thing you'll be extremely good at 
is forming friendships and weav-
ing them into larger networks. 
This opens many resources for 
this weekend's projects.

TAURUS (April  20-May 20). 
Being generous feels wonder-
ful but don't cheat yourself, or 
feelings turn to shades of loss, 
sadness, anger and pain. When 
in doubt, do nothing until you're 
sure about what you can afford, 
emotionally and otherwise. 

GEMINI  (May  21 - June  21 ) . 
There will be deals presented to 
you. Beware of situations where 
the money is more important 
than the work. Tonight will be 
like a fast car: safety first, then 
have a blast. 

CANCER  ( June 22-July 22). 
Group goals should technically 
be easier to reach because the 
work is divided. Keep in mind 
that if the work isn't more or 
less equally divided, there will 
be resentments when it's time 

to divvy up the prize.  
LEO ( July 23-Aug. 22). You'll 

achieve what only mature people 
are able to: You'll be an objective 
witness to your own behavior. 
Feelings are not puppeteers. You 
will acknowledge your emotions 
without letting them drag you 
around. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Peer 
pressure is a fact of humanity. 
Wherever people are, there's 
a pressure to conform to their 
opinions and behaviors. It 's a 
good reason to spend as little 
time as possible with people who 
undervalue you.

LIBRA  (Sept .  2 3 -Oc t .  2 3) . 
Stories get exaggerated, pictures 
get altered, facts get tampered 
with. You'll get a better sense of 
things you witness firsthand, but 
even then, there are obstacles 
to perfect perception. 

SCORPIO  (Oct.  24-Nov. 21). 
The logic you followed before 
suddenly seems less reliable. 
You'll navigate with something 
different. An innate knowing 
rises up to move you past other 
kinds of processing. It's like the 
decision is making itself.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
You don't have to be perfect to 

be loved, liked or included. You 
don't have to be perfect to be 
persuasive, effective or accom-
plished. You don't have to be 
perfect, period.

C A P R I CO R N  ( D e c .  2 2 - Ja n . 
19). It's as though you can feel 
someone thinking about you and 
sense the subsequent reach out 
before it happens. It's because 
you are connected at a deep 
level, working through a joint 
karma.

AQUARIUS ( Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
Ke e p  p u sh i n g  t h ro u g h  t h e 

challenge. Things may not come 
to fruition as quickly as you'd 
like, but you can trust that even-
tually you will know the deep 
satisfaction of having accom-
plished what you set out to do. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). 
You bring warmth to interac-
tions. People feel safe with you 
and there's a sense that you're 
all on the same side. Where mys-
teries and manipulation once 
existed, someone will let down 
their guard and tell you how it 
really is.

BY HOLIDAY MATIS

Astrology
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To our loyal Courier readers:
Thank you for making our Birthday Page 
more popular than ever. Going forward, 
we want to make sure that we showcase 
our community at its best. Please send 
us a current birthday photo every 
year, along with your name and phone 
number in case we have any questions. 
All photos must be high-resolution, 
at least 300 dpi. Please send it at least 
two weeks in advance of your birthday, 
and we’ll do our best to include it on 
our Birthday Page. Send the photos to 
editorial@bhcourier.com and make sure 
to put "Birthday Page" on the subject line.JESSICA ALBA

April 28
TODD SILVER

April 25

MIGUEL PREY TORRES
April 24

DEV PATEL
April 23

CAROLINE BLOCH
April 24

SHERI ROSENBLUM
April 28

DJIMON HOUNSOU
April 24
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(City Council Candidates continued from 
page 11)
I have been closely involved with increas-
ing to 25% our water that comes from local 
sources, a substantial increase. In a second 
term, I will lead to mitigate climate change 
and ensure reliable resources.

Courier:  Beverly Hills is under a 
mandate to zone for more than 3,000 
new units over the next eight years. 
To date, the city’s response to this 
Housing Element requirement has not 
been approved. What does your idea of 
compliance look like? In your response, 
please touch upon the role that the city’s 
Mixed-Use ordinance could/should play in 
meeting the Housing Element mandate. 

Wunderlich: Beverly Hills was assigned 
an unrealistic Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA) objective of over 3,000 
additional housing units. The City is not 
required to build that number of units, but 
is required to have zoning that would not 
prevent the housing from being built. We 
submitted a plan to the State to address 
our RHNA requirement, for which the State 
has requested additional information. It is 
important that our Housing Element be 
approved because, if it is not, then the State 
can impose additional mandates further 
restricting our local control. 

Our mixed-use ordinance is an important 
component of our plan, but the mixed-use 
ordinance did not originate in connec-
tion with RHNA. I was one of two City 
Councilmembers who suggested that a City 
policy regarding mixed-use in general should 
be evaluated rather than taking a spot zoning 
approach. I believe mixed-use can foster an 
attractive village atmosphere, bolstering our 
neighborhood shops, increasing opportu-
nities for more aff ordable housing in the 
City, and providing alternatives for declining 
offi  ce and large retail uses. Subsequently, 
the value of mixed-use in connection with 
RHNA compliance arose.  

Any new housing development would 
have to replace existing current uses, posing 
economic hurdles beyond those present in 
areas with open space or lower land values. 
I believe the concerns that the mixed-use 
ordinance could lead to widespread devel-
opment and densifi cation are not warranted. 
The same density bonuses had previously 
been allowed in our residential neighbor-
hoods with little impact. The economics of 
developing housing in our City poses chal-
lenges. Since the ordinance was passed, we 
have had a handful of inquiries and I believe 
no actual projects going forward.  

We also are supporting the use of ADUs 
and building additional housing consistent 
with our existing codes to achieve our RHNA 
obligation.  

We are challenging RHNA politically 
and legislatively. RHNA imposes increas-
ing density obligations on our City, even 
though we are a fully built-out city with a 
long-term stable population. Accordingly, 
although we believe we have complied with 
RHNA, which, if we had not, could lead to 
additional State mandates, we continue to 
work toward reforming the RHNA process.

Courier:  We have gone through per-
haps the most consequential two years in 
the history of the city, from civil unrest 
to a global pandemic. How did the City of 
Beverly Hills benefi t from your presence 
on the City Council during your last term?

Wunderlich: Many residents, busi-
nesses, and the City were aff ected by the 
pandemic deeply. I advocated for meas-
ures to keep our population healthy. As an 
economist, I played an instrumental role in 
the City’s fi nancial recovery. We reduced 
operating expenses, provided incentives 
for early resignations, and reduced capital 
expenditures such that we continued to pro-
vide exceptional services and are emerging 
strong from the pandemic.  

We were proactive in seeking new busi-
nesses that fi t Beverly Hills and retaining our 

existing businesses. The results are apparent. 
Our property values have increased.  Retail 
sales are back to pre-pandemic levels. Our 
hotel occupancy is returning. Our streets are 
more vibrant than they were pre-pandemic.  

For our residents, we provided pro-
tections from the pandemic and from 
challenges that exist unrelated to the pan-
demic. We put into place a moratorium on 
evictions and rent increases, from which 
we are now emerging. I was a leader in 
establishing a rent assistance program to 
pay landlords directly on behalf of renters. 
We protected our residential neighborhoods 
from the increased development made pos-
sible by SB 9, in which two duplexes would 
be allowed to be built on a single-family lot, 
by adopting quantitative criteria allowed 
under SB 9. I led in outlawing fractional 
ownership to preserve the community feel 
of our neighborhoods, adopting ordinances 
to protect our hillsides, implementing slow 
streets and other measures to help keep 
our neighborhoods quiet, and collaborating 
with our schools to excel at early childhood 
education.

We also experienced a period of unprec-
edented demonstrations of various types in 
our City. We adopted and are continuing 
to add a variety of measures in response 
to the regional increase in crime, which I 
addressed in a separate question regard-
ing the most pressing challenges for our 
City. As regards the demonstrations and 
civil unrest in particular, we passed a series 
of ordinances and adopted additional pro-
tective policing practices to mitigate the 
demonstrations while preserving required 
First Amendment rights and avoiding esca-
lation. In particular, I was instrumental in 
developing the ordinances protecting our 
schools. 

Courier:  The city prides itself and is 
very supportive of its police department. 
Yet, you were in offi  ce during a period 
when the city paid more than $7 million 

in judgments due to allegations against 
a former police chief.   Moreover, the 
police department has also been named 
in a class action that alleges racial dis-
crimination. Explain your understanding 
of the oversight function that the City 
Council plays regarding the management 
of essential services, such as the police 
department. And do you feel that you 
have served the city and its taxpayers 
well in handling the above two matters?

Wunderlich:  City Council sets policies, 
establishes objectives, provides resources, 
develops political and legal solutions, 
recruits key personnel, and works with 
the Chief regarding operational practices 
to provide our exceptional policing services.  

This question addresses particular 
litigation and personnel issues, for which 
confi dentiality requirements limit what I 
can say.  

In general, and applicable to the lawsuits 
addressed in the question, the claims in a 
lawsuit are simply allegations, not fi ndings 
or conclusions.  

The context behind the lawsuit alleging 
racial discrimination was rampant EDD fraud 
and other criminal behavior. Our police were 
leaders in discovering the EDD fraud that 
ending up costing the State $billions. Those 
arrested were found to have suspect debit 
cards, cash, and illegal weapons.  

As regards the litigation involving the 
former chief, there are many reasons to settle 
litigation, separate from whether the allega-
tions are accurate or signifi cant, including 
the risk of a jury trial with Beverly Hills as a 
target, the potential award of attorney fees, 
and the availability of insurance recovery. 
We were well-served by settling this litigation 
so that, unhindered by past impediments, 
we could move forward with Interim Chief 
Rivett and new Chief Stainbrook.  

NEWS

Akshat “A.B.” Bhatia

Courier: The challenges currently 
facing the City of Beverly Hills have gen-
erated much discussion. The community 
is looking for solutions. Please identify 
the three issues you fi nd most vexing and 
explicate the solutions you would propose 
for each.

Bhatia: Here are three biggest issues for 
me and the reason why I am running.

A) I feel our city is not safe anymore and 
we must make our city safer for our residents.

Criminals should not be allowed to get 
away with crime in our city. As a father of 
two young kids, the current situation troubles 
me, and that’s why I will strongly support 
the RECALL OF GEORGE GASCON and make 
sure police have the funding they need to do 
their job right. You can fi nd the recall petition 
on my website and since last month I am 
personally organizing events every week to 
recall Gascon. 

B) I feel there is lack of coordination 
and involvement between council and our 
schools. We need to strengthen ties between 
the City Council and School Board to make 
sure our children have the best facilities and 
resources they need to succeed.

C) I strongly believe small businesses are 
lifeline of our city. As a small business owner, 
I want to support small businesses. During 
the Covid lockdowns, many businesses 
shut down because they weren’t consid-
ered “essential workers.” As the next city 
councilman, I will fi ght for your businesses, 
advocate for less taxes and red tape which 
unfortunately exist in our city.

Courier: Beverly Hills is under a man-
date to zone for more than 3,000 new 
units over the next eight years. To date, 
the city’s response to this Housing Element 
requirement has not been approved. What 
does your idea of compliance look like? 
In your response, please touch upon the 
role that the city’s Mixed-Use ordinance 
could/should play in meeting the Housing 
Element mandate.

Bhatia: I won’t comment on this for now.

Courier: You feel that you deserve a 
spot on the Beverly Hills City Council. 
What relevant experience, tested abili-
ties and credentials do you bring to the 
table that the current incumbents or other 
challengers do not possess? Why would 
your presence on the City Council provide 
a better mix of talent on that body? WE 
WILL NOT PRINT ANYTHING IMPOLITE, 
but if you feel that your qualifi cations sur-
pass those of other specifi c candidates, 
you may address that topic.

Bhatia: I feel current city council missing 
the gap between experience and a young 
fresh mind like me who represent young 
families and will bring new ideas. I strongly 
feel I can bridge that gap.

Courier: Are you running because you 
don’t approve of the performance of the 
current City Council? If so, please point 
to a particular decision or initiative—or 
lack thereof— that you disagree with. If 
you are running for any other reason, 
please elaborate. (It is ok to say that you 
are running because you simply think it is 
time for a change, or because you always 
wanted to hold elective offi  ce.) We want 
to understand what is motivating you to 
take this move.

Bhatia: I decided to run for offi  ce pri-
marily because of safety/small business/
school issues. I saw the city going downhill 
in the past 2 years. I notice families are living 
in fear. Residents of our city don’t deserve 
this. I notice our small businesses have gone 
through a lot starting from covid lockdowns, 
to BLM riots and now everyday smash and 
grab.

Since my kids go to public schools in BH, I 
notice there is lack of coordination and com-
munication between city and school boards 
and I want to work on that.

So yes, overall I am running because I 
want to work on above mentioned issues 
and it is time for change. 
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NEWS

(Cabrillo Reservoir continued from page 
5)
While the city’s IWRMP consultant, Hazen 
and Sawyer, initially identifi ed the cost for 
the work associated at approximately $14 
million, a 2021 report projected a probable 
cost of approximately $29.7 million — nearly 
double the budget. Since then, city staff  have 
explored less expensive options and water 
storage alternatives to increase effi  ciency in 
water operations. At its April 14 meeting, the 
Public Works Commission recommended the 
installation of reservoir management systems 
(RMS) at the city’s three largest reservoirs 
that would allow them to operate at higher 
levels with consistent water quality. Instead 
of a costly reservoir at the Cabrillo site, staff  
recommended a $14.2 million project with 
a .3-million-gallon pump station forebay, a 
move that would add redundant fi re services 
to the hillside areas, increase emergency 
water storage, and make the city less depend-
ent on the Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power. The City Council will provide 
further direction regarding how to best utilize 
and fund the Cabrillo Reservoir at its priority 
setting meeting on April 26.

“Every day we don't proceed on adding 
storage is rolling the dice in my opinion,” 
Public Works Commission Chair Charles 
Alpert said. “Whether it's a fi re, whether it's 
an earthquake, whether it's a terrorist situ-
ation, who knows what the world brings to 
our door, and I don't think we have enough 
reservoir as is. I think the RMS system is 
good. I don't think it's the most we can do. 
And I think that's what I think we should 
recommend to Council.”

The city owns a property on Monte Cielo 
Court that houses a small pump station 
serving the upper zones in Beverly Hills. 
According to staff , the 15-year-old pump 
station has reached the end of its useful 
life, and the proposed forebay option at 
Cabrillo would replace it. The new pump 
station would provide operational fl exibil-
ity and facilitate greater water distribution 
capacity when moving water from lower 
zones to upper zones. While the Cabrillo 
Reservoir, originally constructed in 1918, is 
not currently operational, the city collects 
raw, natural spring water formed there to 
help irrigate ornamental grass on the Sunset 
Boulevard medium. 

Technically, a forebay is not a reservoir. 
“That is just a section tank that feeds the 
pump station,” Vince Damasse, the city’s 
Water Resources Manager said. “The pump 
station has to take water from something, 
from a volume of water and it's just a suction 

to the pump station.” Part of the proposed 
project will have a dedicated transmission 
main that will go from Cabrillo to upper 
hillside zones, providing fi re fl ow. Due to 
the depth of the forebay, the site work and 
construction costs associated with demol-
ishing the reservoir and building the pump 
station is $8.2 million. 

“It serves exactly what we want it to 
do,” Damasse said. “It's not a reservoir. 
That's why you don't see a big tank, it’s not 
protruding off  the ground… Nobody even 
will know it's there. And it will serve the 
redundant fi re fl ow needs that we need.”

The city’s top three largest reservoirs 
are Greystone with a capacity of 19.3 million 
gallons, Coldwater Canyon with a capacity 
of 8.3 million gallons, and Sunset with a 
capacity of 6 million gallons. 

According to Damasse, by investing in 
three fully automated Reservoir Management 
Systems at these sites with chemical feed 
systems that can be controlled remotely, 
the city would add 8.45 million gallons 
to its emergency water storage. “So that's 
like building an 8-million-gallon reservoir 
somewhere else,” Damasse said. “You just 
gain it by changing the way you operate a 
reservoir.” Currently, the $1 million RMS 
systems are included in the proposed capital 
improvement budget, which will go before 
the City Council for approval in May. If 
approved, work would begin July 1. “Each 
system at each site takes about 12 months to 
construct,” Director of Public Works Shana 
Epstein told the Courier. “I would say at least 
24 months from all three sites.”

Building a forebay at Cabrillo would 
move the city closer to its emergency stor-
age goal of a seven-day supply during peak 
months when the reservoirs are at their 
lowest operational level—a number identi-
fi ed by staff  to be 4.8 million gallons. “Any 
other smaller alternative as far as reservoirs, 
we're going to have to acquire funding for 
that for construction,” Damasse added 
regarding the Cabrillo site. 

“We don't have many options for more 
reservoirs,” Alpert said. “So don't preclude 
this location as a reservoir. Whether the 
Council wants to spend all that money for it, 
I don't know. I would advocate for it. I mean, 
when the emergency comes and we don't 
have water, there's no price tag for that.”

“I urge people to consider that the best 
course of action is to use the right amount 
of water,” Epstein told the Courier. “That 
is the strongest eff ort that our community 
can do towards resiliency is just using the 
right amount of water and not wasting it.” 

(Public Forums continued from page 1)
The goal of the events is to inform voters 
about the candidates in a transparent and 
impartial setting. All of the sessions will be 
periodically rebroadcast on BHTV 10 leading 
up to Election Day and are available to the 
public on-demand anytime at beverlyhills.
org/elections.

The Beverly Hills North Homeowners 
Association and The Municipal League 
of Beverly Hills

April 27 and April 28, 7-9 p.m.
The forum will be held at the Beverly Hills 

City Council Chambers and live streamed at 
beverlyhills.org/live. For more information, 
contact 424-253-4100.

Southwest Beverly Hills Homeowners 
Association

May 3, 7-9:30 p.m.
The forum will be held at the Beverly Hills 

City Council Chambers and live streamed at 
beverlyhills.org/live. For more information, 
contact Kenneth Goldman at kgoldman@
kaglegal.com. 

 
“The Southwest Homeowners have held 

a Candidate Forum for more than 30 years 
during each municipal election,” Southwest 
Beverly Hills Homeowners Association 
board member Kenneth Goldman told the 
Courier. “We try to ask good questions and 
to be fair to all candidates. Toward the end 
of the Forum we will take questions from 
the audience. It’s always been really well 

received and, I think, helpful to the voters 
to know where each candidate stands. We 
try to get very specifi c responses from the 
candidates.”

Beverly Hills Active Adult Club 
May 9, 1 p.m.
The forum is being held at the Roxbury 

Park Community Center to discuss topics of 
interest to the senior community. 

Rotary Interact and Teen BHEF 
Candidate Forum 

May 11, 5 p.m.
The student run event will be held at the 

Cherney Lecture Hall at Beverly Hills High 
School. Students will prepare the questions 
as well as moderate the event. To RSVP, 
email manager@bhef.org. The event will be 
recorded and streamed by KBEV. 

City Council candidates at Chamber of Commerce forum Photo by Samuel Braslow
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Public Notices

  

––––––
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 2022049238
The following is/are doing business as: 
1) COMEDY STORE PRODUCTIONS
2) COMEDY STORE FILMS 
1990 S. Bundy Dr. #510, Los Angeles, 
CA 90025;  Comedy Store Records  
1990 S. Bundy Dr. #510, Los Angeles, 
CA 90025;  The business is conducted 
by: A CORPORATION (#C4660002), 
registrant(s) has begun to transact 
business under the name(s) list-
ed March 2021:  Robert Wheeler, 
Treasure: Statement is filed with the 
County of Los Angeles:  March  03,  
2022;  Published: April  01, 08, 15, 22,  
2022  LACC N/C
BEVERLY HILLS COURIER

––––––
SUPERIOR COURT OF 

CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 
LOS ANGELES

CASE NO: 22LBCP00073
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

In the Matter of the petition of: 
Edward William Morgan III
To all interested person(s):
Petitioner: 
Edward William Morgan III
current residence address: 
1108 Saint Louis,
Long Beach, CA 90804
filed a petition with the 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Los Angeles,
275 Magnolia
Long Beach, CA 90802,
Governor George 
Deukmejian Courthouse,
on March 21, 2022
for a Decree changing names 
as follows:
Present Name: 
Edward William Morgan III
Proposed Name: 
Raheem Ahmed Asaad

The court orders  that all per-
sons interested in this mat-
ter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change 
of name should not be grant-
ed. Any person objecting to 
the name changes described 
above must file a written objec-
tion that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least two 
court days before the matter 
is scheduled to be heard and 
must appear at the hearing to 
show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, 
the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING:
Date: May 12, 2022
Time: 8:30am
Dept: #26
The address of the court is: 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Los Angeles,
275 Magnolia
Long Beach, CA 90802,
Governor George 
Deukmejian Courthouse.
I declare under penalty of per-
jury under the laws of the State 
of California that the informa-
tion in the foregoing petition is 
true and correct.
Signed:
Edward William Morgan III
Judge of the Superior Court
Michael P. Vicencia,
 Sherri R. Carter,
 Executive Officer/Clerk,
By: Javier Ballesteros,
      Deputy Clerk
Dated: March 21, 2022
Published:  April  08, 15, 22, 
29,  2022
Beverly Hills Courier

––––––
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 2022073766 The fol-
lowing is/are doing business as:  
DAYLENE FINE ARTS 
330 N. Crescent Dr. #109, Beverly 
Hills, CA 90210;  Irina Dzhalaly Ants  
330 N. Crescent Dr. #109, Beverly 
Hills, CA 902104;  The business is 
conducted by: AN INDIVIDUAL, regis-
trant(s) has begun to transact busi-
ness under the name(s) listed on 
March 2022:  Irina Dzhalaly Ants, 
Owner Statement is filed with the 
County of Los Angeles:  April  06,  
2022;  Published: April  15, 22, 29,  
May  06,  2022  LACC N/C
BEVERLY HILLS COURIER

––––––

NOTICE— Fictitious 
name statement expires 
five years from the date 
it was filed in the office 
of the county clerk. A 
new fictitious business 
name statement must 
be filed before that 
time. The filing of this 
statement does not of 
itself authorize the use 
in this state of a ficti-
tious business name in 
violation of the rights of 
another under federal, 
state, or common law 
(See Section 14400, 
et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).

STARTING A NEW BUSINESS?

WE CAN FILE YOUR DBA!

(NO SERVICE FEE, -

FILING+PUBLISHING ONLY)

CALL FOR DETAILS: 310.278.1322

NEWS

(Follow-Home Robbery continued from page 4)
They say they spotted a luxury SUV following them and 

didn't go directly to their rental property. Instead, they 
drove until they said they lost the SUV following them, then 
returned to the Airbnb.

However, when the victims parked their car in the 
driveway and got out, they say they were robbed by three 
suspects armed with guns. The suspects stole the property 
they had on them in the driveway and proceeded to take 
the four men into the home at gunpoint.

The incident represents yet another data point in the 
trend of so-called follow-home or follow-off  robberies target-
ing wealthy Angelenos. The Los Angeles Police Department 
(LAPD) reported a total of 221 follow-home robberies up 
to April 11. 

Law enforcement took notice of the trend in early 2021, 
noting that victims were regularly followed from locations 
frequented by high net worth-individuals, such as Melrose 
Avenue, the Jewelry District, and high-end restaurants and 
nightclubs. LAPD claimed that suspects targeted victims 
based on their jewelry or cars.

LAPD Captain John Tippet, the commanding offi  cer of the 
Robbery-Homicide Division and head of the Follow Home 

Task Force, told the LAPD Board of Police Commissioners 
on April 12 that “this is a phenomenon that, prior to last 
year, was almost unheard of.”

“In the month[s] of September and October, we moni-
tored a pattern of increased robberies that included multiple 
vehicles and multiple armed suspects working in a coor-
dinated eff ort to rob victims of their high-end cars and or 
jewelry,” Tippet said. “In my 34 years in the LAPD, I had 
never seen this type of criminal behavior in such large 
groups coordinating to conduct attacks on unsuspecting 
citizens to take their property and/or vehicles.”

Following the formation of the task force in November, 
LAPD began making arrests. As of April 12, the task force had 
made four murder arrests, six attempted murder arrests, 
and 24 robbery arrests involving 47 robberies.

Tippet said the task force has identifi ed 17 gangs involved 
in the surge of robberies, though he could not say how many 
incidents had connections to specifi c gangs.

Data presented by the task force showed a steep decline 
in follow-home robberies since its formation. During a four-
week period from October to November, LAPD reported 
45 incidents. That, compared to just 10 incidents during a 
four-week period in March, is a decline of 78%. 

Early Thursday morning, the Beverly Hills Police Department 
(BHPD) responded to an “auto versus a bicycle traffi  c acci-
dent” at the intersection of Rodeo Drive and North Santa 
Monica Boulevard. The collision was reported shortly after 
midnight on April 21 and resulted in major injuries sustained 
by the bicyclist who was transported to a local hospital 
by ambulance. According to the BHPD, the injured man 
remains hospitalized, and the cause of the accident is still 

under investigation. 
While other outlets reported the incident was fatal, 

BHPD’s Lt. Giovanni Trejo disputed that.
“This accident was not a hit-and-run and not a fatality,” 

Trejo told the Courier. “We don't have information on any 
other accidents in the area involving a fatality and a hit-
and-run driver.” 

(Antisemitic Flyers continued from page 4)
“It is regrettable and concerning that opportunists 

choose to spread their hate on any day, but particularly 
on a day of celebration and with so much meaning,” Beverly 
Hills Police Department (BHPD) Executive Offi  cer Lt. Giovani 
Trejo told the Courier. “BHPD stands with our community to 
denounce this and all messages of hate. We are sympathetic 
to the concerns expressed by our community members, and 
we continue to provide a high level of visibility by adding 
more offi  cers in the area, including private security offi  cers.”

The fl yers appeared similar to those from the previous 
two incidents, declaring that “Every Single Aspect of the 
Ukraine-Russia War is Jewish.” The fl yers proclaimed the anti-
Biden phrase “Let’s Go Brandon” along with the statement, 
“Every Single Aspect of the Biden Administration is Jewish.”

The leafl ets also repeated phrases contained in the other 
fl yers, including, “Every Single Aspect of the COVID Agenda 
Is Jewish.”

Residents discovered similar pamphlets on Nov. 28, the 
fi rst day of Hanukkah, and then again on Dec. 18. According 
to Trejo, this latest batch of fl yers were distributed around 
the northern parts of the city.

All three of the incidents appear connected to the 
Goyim Defense League, a “loose network of individuals 
connected by their virulent antisemitism,” according to 
the Anti-Defamation League.

Trejo said that the department is “aware of the Goyim 
group, but we would prefer to wait for the investigation to 
be completed before arriving at a conclusion.”

Activists on social media had warned that “White Lives 

Matter” groups were planning a national day of action for 
April 16. BHPD did not immediately answer whether the 
department was aware of the warnings. 

Mayor Lili Bosse, whose parents survived the Holocaust, 
decried the incident on Instagram along with a photo of 
the fl yer.

“This was sent to me from a resident who woke up to 
this antisemitism at their front door along with other streets 
in our city and Los Angeles. During Passover and Easter 
weekend. Hate will NEVER Win,” she wrote.

Sam Yebri, an attorney running for Los Angeles City 
Council in District 5, shared images of the fl yer on Twitter.

“I never want to have to make a post like this, especially 
on the eve of one of our most sacred Jewish holidays, but 
this is a matter of public safety. Earlier today, residents 
in Westwood, in my neighborhood, found shocking and 
off ensive antisemitic propaganda delivered to their front 
yards,” he posted. “Be advised, stay vigilant, and remember: 
only sunlight can drive out darkness.”

While the fl yers contain hate speech by any stand-
ard, even hate speech enjoys protections under the First 
Amendment, complicating the job of law enforcement in 
countering the harassment.

“It is challenging to maintain a balance between criminal 
activity and protected behavior. We strive to maintain fair 
and just policing practices to ensure everyone’s rights are 
protected,” said Trejo. “We have an extensive network of 
in-house experts and professionals, federal and state part-
ners, whom we brainstorm ideas with to come up with the 
best possible approach to challenging situations.” 

Bicyclist Hit on Rodeo Drive
BY BIANCA HEYWARD

www.beverlyhillscourier.com
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• Bradford L. Treusch •
SUPER LAWYER

SuperLawyers.com

No Recovery, No Fee!
Free Consultation.

LAW OFFICES OF
BRADFORD L. TREUSCH
• 310/557-2599 •

“A/V” RATED FOR
OVER 35 YEARS.

www.Treusch.net

LEGAL  PROBLEMS?
TOP “A/V” RATED BEVERLY HILLS

LAW FIRM CAN HELP YOU.
Specializing In:   Divorce, Collection of

Delinquent Support & Personal Injury Auto &
Motorcycle Accident Cases, Civil, Real Estate,

Family Law & Auto Accidents

APRIL 22, 2022

You May Not Need To Get Your Tooth Pulled,
LANAP™ LASER TREATMENT
Is Hope For Hopeless Teeth!   

No Cutting.  No Stitches.
Quick & Comfortable Recovery.

Procedure can be done within your lunch hour.

Harvard trained, board certified periodontist.
Author of “Keep Your Teeth”, available on Amazon.

For More Info.:  310/205-0900
www.AuroraPeriodontal.com

9735 Wilshire Bl. #211, Beverly Hills 90212

 
SHARONA DAYAN, DDS, DMSc

Board Certified Periodontist, Harvard School of Dental Medicine

02
ACCOUNTING / BOOKKEEPING

47
HEALTH & BEAUTY

• ELDERCARE •
IWN-HOME SPECIALIST  

 • Caregivers   • Companions 
 •  CNA   •  CHHA   •  Live-In / Live-Out    
Experienced • Compassionate • Fully Screened     

310.859.0440
www.exehomecare.com 

 BBB A+ Rated         Insured & Bonded           Referral  Agency       

over 21 years of service 

30 PLUS YEARS  EXP/ REASONABLE FEE
WILL MEET SAT AFTERNOON AT N CRESCENT

CALL/TEXT (213) 880-8887
EMAIL:  YOONKIMCPA@YAHOO.COM

YOON KIM,CPA/ESQ
1040 PREPARATION

08
LEGAL SERVICES

55
JOBS WANTED

01
ANNOUNCEMENTS

I Am A Mature
Family Experineced

Caregiver/
Personal Assistant
Live-In Available.

Can also help w/ your
on-line business or

property management.
Smoke+Alcohol Free.

Fully Vacinatted.
424/901-3370

WE CAN  SOLVE  YOUR  PROBLEM
WE HAVE SOLVED AND SETTLED  OVER  ONE  

THOUSAND  SECONDS  AND THIRDS  ALSO, WE HAVE 
EXPANDED  INTO  LIENS  AND  JUDGMENTS. 

WHAT  IS  COMPLICATED  TO  YOU IS  NORMAL 
BUSINESS TO  US. 

TELL  US  ABOUT YOUR PROBLEM. 
A  COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATION  IS  FREE

CALL  JERRY  AT 424 204 9563  
OR  E-MAIL:  ESETTLEGROUP@AOL.COM    
 MANY EXAMPLES OF COMPLETED 

SETTLEMENTS ARE AVAILABLE 

IS A 2ND OR 3RD LOAN, 
LIEN OR JUDGEMENT STOPPING 
YOUR SALE  OR  REFINANCE?

47
HEALTH & BEAUTY

Are You Sick & Tired of Stuttering?
I can help you overcome this problem
with techniques that are easy to learn.

40 Years of positive results in Beverly Hills.
• Affordable Rates •

310/276-2516 • 
I welcome your inquiries.

Everyone needs a compassionate ear, 
especially in the Golden Years. Kari Gila 
Sacks offers warmth and wisdom to help 
celebrate and cope with aging and 

home, to soothe your soul.
Medicare and other insurances accepted.
Call to make a free consultation today. 

www.karigilasackslcsw.com

Meaningfulbeing Therapy
a nurturing place of counsel and care

Kari Gila Sacks LCSW
424-386-9203
karigilasacks@gmail.com

Write HERO stories in a flash!
Learn the fundamentals, tools & wisdom

to create / write great & inspiring hero stories.
Learn the

WAY of THE HERO’S JOURNEY!
• Join today & experience the Journey •
TheHeroPlace.com • 757-515-4315

Now Welcoming Former
Rite-Aid (Bedford Dr.)

Customers.

• Same Medicine • Lower Prices • Better & Faster Service

Now Offering
Rapid / PCR
Covid Tests

www.Pharmacy90210.com

9735 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90210

(310) 777-2000  •  Mon. - Fri.: 9am - 6pm

Prescriptions & 
             Compounding

*

49
SPIRITUAL
ADVISER

NEED
HELP?

OFFICE SUPPORT
long-term
short-term

reliable

virtual - on-site

562-513-8437

50
PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES

Migraine, Low Back Pain, Tenosynovitis, Tennis Elbow, 

Esophageal Reflux, Hand Numbness, Foot Numbness, 

Insomnia, Heel Pain, Irregular Menstruation, Parkinson, 

Lupus Erythematosus, Weight Loss, Skin Beautification, 

Healthy to 100! 

Seiyu Kageyama, L.A.c
                                                      Lic#15402

www.worldkinghand.com

232 S. Beverly Drive
Beverly Hills, Ca 90212
(650) 402-5233

830 Stewart Drive
Sunnyvale, CA 94085

(650) 798-4129

Kinghand Chinese Acupuncture 
40 Years Experience

www.Acupuncturespeciallongevity.com

Spiritual Reader
& Advisor

Can Help with Love,

Marriage & Business

$20 Readings
By Appointment.

Beverly Hills/Adj. Areas.
310/500-5923

* Phone Readings

Also Available.

88
ELDERLY CARE

BLESSING HANDSBLESSING HANDS
HOME CAREHOME CARE

In-Home Quality 
Affordable Caregivers

COVID VACCINATED √
PRACTICING SAFETY PROTOCOLS
Light housekeeping, meal

prep, incontinent care,
medication mgmt, post

recovery, transportation,
hospice care support, etc.
24/7 Care • Long/Short-
Term, P/T or As Needed.

Excellent References!
Bonded & Insured

Free Consultation @
24-Hrs 805/915-7751

818/433-0182

HOLIDAY CARE
SPECIAL AVAILABLE

CAREGIVER
Seeks live-in position,
available 7 days/week

22 hours a day
for $1,000 per week.
Excellent references.
Contact David Mays

at 310/709-7382
davidfrancismays@icloud.com

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR SERVICES

CALL US AT
310-278-1322



Experienced
Companion /

Caregiver
I am an experienced

caregiver,
I can offer the

caring, reliable &
trustworthy services
you are looking for.

Errands/appts/meal prep.etc
Call Grace:

310/963-8374
√ Background Check
√ Vaccinated+Boosted

High End Salon with
Stations For Rent

8419 W. 3rd. St.
 • Prime Location

 • Great Street Frontage

 • Lots of Foot Traffic

$250 per Week
Includes:  back bar

shampoo, WiFi, utilities,
client refreshments.

For Info. Contact Yaffa:
310/801-5969

Seeking Executive 

Assistant/Marketing 

Coordinator For

Periodontal Practice

• Mother’s Hours Avail

Are you a people
person, organized,

and computer savvy?
Call: 310/205-0900

To Apply Today. 
Part-Time Position.—————–––
Seeking Experienced

Housekeeper /
House Helper

5-Days per week.
Mon.-Fri. • 11am-5pm

For 2 Adults.
Must drive w/ own car.

References.
$25/hour.

Westwood area.
310/475-5451—————–––

HOUSEKEEPER
NEEDED

ONCE A WEEK.
General housekeeping
with laundry. You pick 
the day of the week. 
Salary negotiable.

Call 310/271-9563

—————
CAREGIVER 

WANTED
Compassionate 

individual needed to 
care elderly woman.

Weekends and/or 
night shifts.

For more info call Sandi 
805/448-6150

Do You Need Money
For Your Business?
Local private investor

seeks investment
opportunities.

If your business
is doing between

$500K & $25M
in revenue,

give me a call.
310/492-3033

—————––– 

—————–––
Stunning Retail

Space to Sublease
in La Cienega

Desgin Quarter
Off Melrose. Fully
decorated boutiqe.

3-Rooms. 2,000sf. avail.
Looking for partner 
to share space and
build their brand. 
310/893-1697—————––– 

BEVERLY HILLS 
Newly Updated

Lower Front
1 Bd.+1 Ba. • $2,295
New Plantation Shutters.
Newly remodeled bath-
room, spacious liv. rm.,
dining area, hrwd. flrs.,
stove, fridge, a/c, new

dishwasher, glass
closets, recessed lights,
laundry facility, parking.
• 310/704-4656 •

Close Cedars/dining/shopsClose Cedars/dining/shops

Classifi eds
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440
UNFURNISHED
APTS/CONDOS

BEVERLY HILLS
4 BDRM, 41/2 BA.
+ DEN + BONUS
Spacious Home
Newly Updated

$6,165/MO.
434 S. Swall Dr.

Call 310/657-2630

258
REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

BEVERLY HILLS
218 S. Tower Dr.
~ SINGLE ~
~ 1 Bd+1 Ba ~

BEVERLY HILLS

320 N. La Peer Dr.2 Bd+2 Ba
 2 Bd+Den+2 Ba

Old World Charm!
Bright, intercom entry,
fridge, stove, laundry fac.

Pets Considered
323/651-2598

Hardwood flrs., central
air, pool, elevator,

on-site laundry,
intercom entry.

Pets Considered
• 310/246-0290 •

F O R
L E A S E

*BEVERLY HILLS*8725 Clifton Way
1 Bd+Den+2 Ba

* CHARMING & BRIGHT *Lrg unit, balcony, walk-in
closet, intercom entry,

laundry fac, elevator, prkg
• 310/276-1528 •

• 2 Bd. + 2.5 Ba.
+ Formal Dining Room

Private Setting
Open Views
Guard Gated
$2,695,000

Call Broker:
• 310-557-1900 •

DRE# 02094774

Century City

• 2 Bd. + 2 Ba.
Penthouse
Remodeled

Views to
Downtown L.A.

$6,500

 OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE 

APPROX. 1100 SF 
WIDE OPEN ROOM

Includes 1 parking 
Coner of Sweetzer

and 3rd Street
Call Charles at: 
310-259-9911

88
ELDERLY 

CARE

90
EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITIES

29178 Heathercliff Rd. #3
Malibu, CA 90265

C: 901.831.2663
O: 310.457.6550

CaRE #02114825
Lee.Bowling@cbrealty.com

Lee Bowling Realtor®

BEVERLY HILLS ADJ.
SPACIOUS &
LUXURIOUS

1BDRM, 1 BATH
$2,695MO.

FACING BURTON WAY
Totally remodeled with 
modern fixtures. New 
wood floors and granite 
counters throughout all 
amenities in kitchen and 
includes all appliances. 
Breakfast area. Huge bar, 
large closets, balconies, 
Berber carpet/ harwood 
foors and verticle blinds. 
Fireplace,  washer/ dryer 
included in laundry area. 
Secured building with atrium 
and garden courtyard view. 
Choice location Near 
Beverly Center, Cedars- 
Sinai, Restaurants, Trader 
Joes, Etc. No Pets.

310-653-2551

ADMIN HELP
NEEDED

ClearGivers (501c3):
A unique charity/

retail initiative.

A warm team
with a great idea.
Call Us & Get Involved!

310-760-6572
info@ClearGivers.org
www.ClearGivers.org

125
INVESTMENT

OPPORTUNITIES

*** FOR LEASE *** 
OFFICES IN BOUTIQUE BLDG

$1,125 - $1,600/MO.
ADJ. BEVERLY HILLS 

323/782-1144

NEWLY RENOVATED 
PRIVATE EXECUTIVE OFFICE
with full receptionist capabilities 
with beautiful conference rooms

 in the golden triangle. 
Call 310-620-7000
TODAY & SCHEDULE A TOUR

PRIME BEVERLY HILLS
MEDICAL SUITE IN TRIANGLE. 

TURN KEY!! 
Available exclusive 2 days/week, 
flexible add’l days to share. Ideal 
for Cosmetic/Plastic/Derm looking 

for space and BH presence. Approx 
1200 sq. Ft., 3 exams, Dr. Office, 
nurse station, designer reception. 
Call Stacy 310 508-5991

9201 WILSHIRE BLVD.
BEVERLY HILLS

SMALL OFFICE SUITES 
Reception + Private Office

Starting at $1250/M0.
Full Service Building

Call 310/273-9201

COMMERCIAL LOANS
     •  Apartment  •  Car Wash
     •  Construction •  SBA
     •  Gas Station •  Warehouse

Shawn Rabban 310-714-5616 
DRE.00667328 NMLS. 298861

www.
beverlyhillscou-

rier
.com

89
BEAUTY SALON

240
OFFICES / STORES

FOR LEASE

425
HOUSES

FOR LEASE

Medical & Dental 
Spaces Available

to Share in
Medical Triangle
in Beverly Hills

Beautiful new
contruction in

concierge building,
grade “A”.

For More Details Call:
310/205-0900

90
EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITIES

188
COMMERCIAL LOANS

TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR

REAL ESTATE
LISTINGS

CALL US AT
310-278-1322

270
CONDOS
FOR SALE

440
UNFURNISHED
APTS/CONDOS

WANTED
CHANEL, HERMES, 

GUCCI, PRADA
EXOTIC SKINS,

 AND ALL HIGH-END 
DESIGNER 

HANDBAGS, 
CLOTHING AND
ACCESSORIES. 

NEW, USED 
OR VINTAGE.  

BUY/SELL/CONSIGN
TOP DOLLAR PAID

••• CALL •••
310-289-9561

468
FASHION 
WANTED

469
FURNITURE
FOR SALE

FURNITURE SALE
Sat. 4/23 9:30-4:30pm

Antique Italian 
Renansance Style: 

credenza, china
cabinet, 4-chairs.
+ Other Vinatage

Furniture: vanity set,
small cabinets, desk.
+ Oval dining room

table, dresser.
252 S. Reeves Dr. #2
Beverly Hills, 90212
Info: 323/394-5959

475 
ESTATE SALE

BLOW-OUT
HOLMBY HILLS

ESTATE SALE!

Tiffany Studios Bronze 
Lamp, Inkwell, Favrile 
Tiles; Persian Rugs; 
Mid-Cen.  Exec. Desk & 
Credenza; Oil Paintings; 
Tuxedo & Camel Back 
Sofas; Wing  Chairs; 
White Wicker; Asian Art;  
Ladies/Mens Designer 
Clothes; Fine  & Cos. 
Jewelry; Fine China/
Crystal;  Kitchen Stuff; 
MUCH MORE, PACKED!

SATURDAY - APR. 23
 9:30 –3 :30  

No Early Birds!
436 DALEHURST AVE.

LA, 90024
Masks Required. 

Pix@EstateSales.net
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MARBLE
RESTORATION

FLOOR COVERINGS

Flooring and Design Showroom. 
Serving Southern California For 45 Years. 

Knowledgeable Sales Staff  
Retail and Open To Th e Trade

Hardwood Floors, Carpeting, Tile, Upholstery, 
Chemical Free Carpet and Interior Design

1888 S SEPULVEDA BLVD. 
(across from Equinox)

310-837-8110 
FREE MEASURE AND ESTIMATES

GOLD  COASTGOLD  COAST
~~ MARBLE  MARBLE ~~

   
• Marble Polishing  

 • Sealing
 • Floor Restoration  
 • Grout Cleaning   

Call For Free Estimate:
• 818/348-3266 • 

• Cell: 818/422-9493 •
• Member of BBB •   

REAL ESTATE AGENTS/SELLERS,REAL ESTATE AGENTS/SELLERS,
PREP YOUR PROPERTYPREP YOUR PROPERTY..

ELECTRICAL

CLOCK 
REPAIR

• 310 -276 -1280 •
8730 Wilshire Blvd. Suite #530, B.H.

www.JackWeirAndSons.com

Due to current shortages we areDue to current shortages we are

now buying from the public.now buying from the public.
   

WeWe will pay you the highest price for will pay you the highest price for
your jewelry and pay you immediately.your jewelry and pay you immediately.

Please call for a private appointment.

Est. 1980
DIAMONDS & ESTATE JEWELRY

AFFORDABLE 
HANDYWOMAN

• Molly Hanmer •
does home repairs,

installs screens,
puts up shelves,
curtains & more.

• No Job Too Small •

831/236-2116
For $25 OFF

1st Home Project!
*Mention “BH Courier”
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Integral Appliances LLC

• Technical Support
• Residential/Commercial 
   Appliances
• Consultanting
• Installations/Deliveries
• Parts & Services

Please Contact:
• 310/890-9956 •

We Offer Up To 5-Year

Warranty For Our Services

SERVICE
DIRECTORY 

ANTIQUES / JEWELRY
BUY & SELL

HANDYWOMAN
SERVICES

IRON / WOOD
FENCE & GATES

ARCHITECTURAL IRON GATES 
BLACK MIRROR GATES
HORIZONTAL IRON ART
MODERN IRON WORKS 

SECURITY FENCE AND GATES 
IRON RAILS • STAINLESS STEEL CABLE RAILS

GATE OPERATORS • GATED C0MMUNITY
WOOD AND IRON WORKS

www.ironguys.com
323-804-2578

588
ANTIQUES WANTED

WOOD
FLOORS

• Sanding
• Staining
• Bleaching
• Matching
• Finishing

310/849-6019
30 Years of

Artistic Experience.

APPLIANCES FLOORING

www.
beverlyhillscourier

.com

ASIAN ANTIQUES
WANTED

CASH PAID

Please call  310-903-1522

ANTIQUES / JEWELRY
BUY & SELL

* * * * * *military
antique /

memorabilla
wanted 

588
ANTIQUES 
WANTED

cash paid

please call
310-903-1522

TO ADVERTISE
IN OUR

SERVICE
DIRECTORY
CALL US AT

310-278-1322
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