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A Ray of H
ope in the Dark

On Nov. 1
9 and 20, su

rvivors o
f th

e Oct. 7
 

Hamas a
ttack and th

eir f
amily members 

joined religious le
aders a

t th
e Beverly Hills

 

Towers b
uilding at th

e corner of Canon Drive 

and Santa Monica Boulevard as p
art o

f a 

demonstra
tion callin

g for th
e release of 240 

Isra
eli h

osta
ges in

 Gaza. Dubbed “A
 Ray of 

Hope for E
very Hosta

ge,” the demonstra
-

tion featured 240 lig
hts b

eaming into th
e 

sky, each representing one of th
e captives, 

and included a musical perfo
rm

ance and 

speeches demanding the hosta
ge’s re

lease.  

Beverly Hills
 City Councilm

ember D
r. 

Sharona Nazaria
n addresse

d th
e crowd, 

which sto
od across t

he str
eet w

aving Isr
aeli 

fl ags and cheerin
g, urging resid

ents t
o con-

tact th
eir r

epresentatives and demand they 

call fo
r th

e hosta
ges to

 be released.

“It’s
 been 45 days si

nce the brutal and 

barbaric sla
ughter o

f over 14
00 innocent 

civilia
ns,” and the capture of Isr

aeli h
ostages, 

Nazarian said. “Call your elected offi  c
ials a

nd 

demand they brin
g the hosta

ges back now.”  

Beverly Hills
 Jewish Community

 

Synagogue Rabbi Y
ossi 

Cunin to
ld th

e 

“A Ray of Hope for Every Hostage” on display 

BY JOEY W
ALDIN

GER

See A RAY OF HOPE, page 12

See ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW, page 14BY N
ATHAN ANSELL

Architectural 

Review 

Approved for 

Multi-F
amily 

Residential 

Buildings

In the midst o
f ongoing housin

g iss
ues, t

wo 

new resid
ential complexes w

ith a combined 

20 units c
leared a crucial hurdle before their 

constru
ction is s

cheduled to begin.

After b
riefl y discussin

g sm
aller accom-

modations, t
he Architectural Commissi

on 

gave its conditio
nal approval to the 

Rodeo Drive Holiday 

Lighting Celebration 

Dazzles Thousands

Rodeo Drive was bedecked, bedazzled and 

bejeweled for it
s annual H

oliday Lighting 

Celebratio
n on Nov. 16

. A
s in

 previous 

years, 
thousands converged on the world-fa-

mous th
oroughfare to enjoy an evening of 

Crowds converged on Rodeo Drive for th
e Holiday Lighting Celebration on Nov. 1

6.

Approximately 1,0
00 people expresse

d 

support f
or Is

rael w
hile atte

nding “One 

People, O
ne Heart: 

Solidarity
 with Isr

ael,” 

a community event h
eld Nov. 1

9 at Sinai 

Temple in Westw
ood. 

At th
e Sunday evening gatherin

g in
 

Sinai’s Ziegler S
anctuary, p

articipants 

included Sinai Temple Co-Senior R
abbis 

Erez Sherm
an and Nicole Guzik; Je

wish
 

Federation of Greater Los A
ngeles CEO and 

President Rabbi Noah Farkas; C
onsul General 

of Is
rael in

 Los A
ngeles Is

rael Bachar; S
tate 

Asse
mblymember Je

sse
 Gabriel; 14

-year-old 

Ela Shani, a
n Isr

aeli s
urvivor o

f th
e Oct. 7

 

attack on Isr
ael; and Pasto

r Jo
hn-Paul Foster 

of Faithful Centra
l Bible Church.

Sinai Temple and the Jewish
 Federation 

of G
reater L

os A
ngeles c

o-organized th
e 

program. 

More than 40 days after th
e attack on 

Isra
el, w

hen Hamas in
fi ltr

ated Isr
ael’s b

order 

and m
assa

cred m
ore th

an 1,2
00 Isr

aeli 

civilia
ns and kidnapped approximately 240 

people, th
e community was st

ruggling with 

how to keep the tra
gedy in their h

earts 
and 

minds w
hile continuing with day-to-day life

, 

said Farkas of th
e Federation.

Sinai Temple 

Event Highlights 

Israel Solidarity

BY RYAN TOROK

diversio
ns, th

emed décor and entertainment.

But it
 was th

e sim
ple act o

f greetin
g 

frie
nds o

n the sid
ewalk that provided the 

most h
oliday cheer.

As M
ayor D

r. J
ulian Gold noted last 

week, “Our H
oliday Lighting Celebration 

Photo courte
sy city of Beverly Hills

Photo by Lisa Friedman Bloch

See HOLIDAY LIGHTING, page 12

See ISRAEL SOLIDARITY, page 13

BY ANA FIG
UEROA
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Holocaust Museum LA Honors 

Schwarzenegger

Hostage Families 

and Terror Survivors 

Speak at ‘Stronger 

Together’ Event

Survivors of Israel’s Oct. 7 terrorist attack by 

Hamas and family members of those currently 

held hostage by the milita
nt group, took 

center stage Nov. 7 at the Saban Theatre 

in Beverly Hills. Residents from all parts 

of the Los Angeles area joined with public 

offi  cials and community leaders in a show 

of support one month after the country’s 

“The only way to go, is to go through life 

with love and not with hatred. Hatred will 

never, ever win. Love will always win,” said 

actor and former California Governor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger in accepting the Holocaust 

Museum LA’s inaugural “Award of Courage” 

at its 15th annual gala. The event, which took 

place on Nov. 6 at the Beverly Hills Hotel, 

also honored Gregory Annenberg Weingarten 

and Sandra Gerson Kanengiser for their out-

standing commitment to Holocaust education. 

Hosted by Melissa Rivers, the sold-out gala 

led by Beth Kean, Omar Sharif Jr.
 and the 

Holocaust Museum LA’s team, raised over 

$1.4 million to continue the museum’s free 

education programs that teach students 

the relevant lessons of the Holocaust and 

empowering them to stand up against hatred, 

bigotry and antisemitism. 

A video playing on ballroom screens pro-

claimed the museum’s mission, “to inspire 

humanity through truth and education.” 

The video continued, “We educate to fi ght 

hate…The Holocaust didn’t start with the 

Danielle Sasi, a survivor of the Oct. 7 terrorist attack in Israel, is consoled by Israeli singer 

Harel Skaat during the Israeli American Council's "Stronger Together" event in Beverly Hills.

Members of the local business community 

and city offi  cials came together to celebrate 

the 100th anniversary of the Beverly Hills 

Chamber of Commerce at the Beverly Hilton 

on Nov. 8.

Mayor Dr. Julian Gold as well as 

Councilmembers Lili Bosse, Lester 

Friedman, John Mirisch and Sharona 

Nazarian were among those in attendance.

“You look at the prosperity that’s in this 

city, and we recognize the contributions of 

all the businesses to that,” Gold told attend-

ees from the podium in the Hilton’s Beverly 

Hills ballroom. 

“We as residents are the benefi ciaries 

of all th
at our businesses do, and much of 

that is because of the work of the chamber.”

Chamber board member and Beverly 

Hills Fire Chief Greg Barton credited the 

organization with bringing in revenue that 

helps to provide the “highest level of fi re
 and 

police services to this community.” He added 

that the chamber has been an important 

channel to arrange safety training seminars 

for businesses and distribute updates on 

Beverly Hills 

Celebrates 

Chamber of 

Commerce’s 

100th 

Anniversary

Arnold Schwarzenegger and Mike Medavoy 

at the Holocaust Museum LA gala

BY MELISSA ETEHAD

BY ERIC LICAS 

BY LISA FRIEDMAN BLOCH

deadliest attack since its founding in 1948. 

Hosted by the Israeli American Council 

(IAC) of Los Angeles, the sold-out event drew 

a crowd of over 1,800 people. The program, 

entitle
d “Stronger Together,” was one of 

many the IAC and its partners have held 

nationwide in the wake of the attack. 

Though the energy inside the theater 

was high, it a
lso felt somber. Many attendees 

See ‘STRONGER TOGETHER,’ page 13

See HOLOCAUST MUSEUM, page 11 

See STINKING ROSE, page 11

See CHAMBER, page 13

BY JOEY WALDINGER

After Lengthy 

Appeal, 

Council 

Approves 

Mixed-Use 

Project 

The Beverly Hills City Council approved the 

fi rst project in the city’s mixed-use overlay 

zone on Nov. 7, d
enying an appeal by a non-

profi t th
at has opposed similar developments 

across Los Angeles.     

The Covina nonprofi t, S
upporters Alliance 

for Environmental Responsibility (SAFER), 

Photo courtesy Holocaust Museum LA

Photo by Melissa Etehad
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Holiday STYLE 2023 

Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon at 

Roxbury Park   7

Women’s Guild Cedars-Sinai Holds 

Crystal Ball Gala   6

HOLIDAY 2023

BEVERLYHILLSCOURIER.COM

EVA LONGORIA

A Woman of Influence
01_BHStyleHoliday2023_R4.indd   1

10/27/23   1:58 PM

Councilmember Bosse Marches 

for Israel in Washington, D.C.

Beverly Hills Councilmember Lili Bosse 

barely slept at all on her red-eye fl ight to 

Washington, D.C., the evening of Nov. 13. 

But the second she stepped into the crisp 

morning air at the National Mall and was 

enveloped in a sea of white and blue, she 

felt energized.
For the rest of morning she sang, prayed 

and chanted alongside some 200,000 

people as the Nov. 14 March for Israel took 

over the Capitol. 

“There was such a sense of community 

that I literally forgot I pulled an all-nighter,” 

Bosse told the Courier. “To hear the chanting 

of ‘never again is now’ and of ‘bring them 

back’ from 200,000 people in unison; it 

really pierced my soul.”

The purpose of the march was to 
City Councilmember Lili Bosse at the Nov. 

14 March for Israel in Washington, D.C. 

BY CLARA HARTER

See BOSSE, page 10 

See CITY COUNCIL RACE, page 77

BY ERIC LICAS

Offi  cial Filing 

Period Opens 

for City Council 

Race
The offi  cial fi ling period for candidates run-

ning for one of two seats on the Beverly Hills 

City Council opened on Nov. 13 and will close 

on Dec 13. Voters will elect two new City 

Council members in March 2024, replacing 

Mayor Dr. Julian Gold and Councilmember 

Lili Bosse. Five prospective candidates have submit-

ted their Candidate Intention Statement and 

Statement of Organization forms with the 

Fair Political Practices Commission, permit-

ting them to open bank accounts for their 

Hostage Families

Tell Their Stories

in Beverly Hills

Heroes, according to a familiar adage, are 

ordinary people faced with extraordinary 

circumstances. An apt description—at fi rst 

Survivors of the Oct. 7 attack spoke in Beverly Hills this week. Pictured (bottom row from 

left): Ela Shani, Nir Shani, Yoni Asher; top row: Councilmember Lili Bosse, Vice Mayor 

Lester Friedman, Mayor Dr. Julian Gold and Councilmember Sharona Nazarian

Members of the Beverly Hills Planning 

Commission unanimously rejected a zone 

text amendment proposal for the Trousdale 

Estates area during its Nov. 9 meeting that 

would have permitted property owners who 

have the right to have a second story to instead 

request the construction of a daylighting 

basement through a new R-1 Permit process. 

The proposal was brought forth by a 

team representing a property owner of an 

empty lot on the eastern part of Hillcrest 

Road, whose magnifi cent views overlook 

the ocean and greater Los Angeles County 

area. The applicant is seeking to build a day-

lighting basement with two retaining walls 

instead of a second story to avoid obstructing 

his uphill neighbor’s view. 

“We believe we have come up with a pro-

posal to amend the Beverly Hills Trousdale 

code that is of benefi t to the community,” 

said Jason Somers, project representative 

Commission 

Rejects 
Zone Text 

Amendment 

Proposal
BY MELISSA ETEHAD

glance—for the individuals who addressed a 

select audience at the Beverly Hills Municipal 

Gallery on Nov. 13. But as their presentation 

unfolded, it became clear that none of them 

Photo by Ana Figueroa
See HOSTAGE FAMILIES, page 75

See COMMISSION, page 10

BY ANA FIGUEROA

Photos courtesy of the Jewish Federation
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Chamber of Commerce 

Celebrates Centennial

The Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce has 

promoted a thriving business community for 

nearly as long as the city has existed, and 

will commemorate its 100th anniversary at 

a centennial celebration on Nov. 8.

The event scheduled to take place at 

the Beverly Hilton will highlight a century 

of support for local businesses. Over the 

decades, the chamber’s infl uence has helped 

form Beverly Hills’reputation as one of the 

luxury capitals of the world, Todd Johnson, 

the organization’s President and CEO, said.

“There are certain kinds of businesses 

out there that are extremely successful, but 

do they all make sense in Beverly Hills?” 

Johnson told the Courier in an interview.

He and other representatives of the 

chamber were recently joined by Mayor Dr. 

Julian Gold and Vice Mayor Lester Friedman 

on a trip to New York. There, they touched

City Manger Nancy Hunt-Coff ey, Mayor Dr. 

Gold and Johnson on Chamber trip to New 

York City

Photo courtesy Todd Johnson

BY ERIC LICAS

See CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, page  15

See HOLIDAY LIGHTING, page 13

BY CLARA HARTER

Rodeo Drive 
Holiday Lighting Set for 

Nov. 16
The Rodeo Drive Holiday Lighting Ceremony 

returns on Nov. 16 with a star-studded musical 

and theatrical lineup. Headlining the celebra-

tion is actor and singer Sheryl Lee Ralph, who 

fi rst rose to fame in the original Broadway 

production of “Dreamgirls” and recently stole 

the spotlight with her Emmy award-winning 

role on ABC’s “Abbott Elementary.”

This year’s holiday lighting theme, “Up, 

Up and Away Holiday!,” is designed to whisk 

viewers away into a magical world of whimsy 

and charm. It will feature fanciful hot air 

Wilshire Boulevard 

Temple Donates 

Ambulances to 
Israel’s Red Cross

In response to terrorist group Hamas’ unprec-

edented attack on Israel, Wilshire Boulevard 

Temple (WBT) has provided support to pur-

chase Magen David Adom ambulances for 

use in Israel. 

Ambulance in service in Israel

The city of Beverly Hills’ website is home to 

a treasure trove of information, but tracking 

down a particular fact across the site’s 3,000-

plus pages can be a navigational challenge.

In order to improve the user experience, 

staff  are undertaking a website redesign and 

met on Oct. 30 with members of the City 

Council Liaison Website Steering Committee 

to chart a path forward.

The committee is composed of 

Councilmembers John Mirisch and Lili 

Bosse who emphasized two key priorities 

during the meeting: ease of use and quality 

of design.“If we see something that looks good, but 

it is diffi  cult to navigate, we're going to say 

‘sorry,’ and if we see something that's easy to 

navigate, but that doesn't look good, we’re 

going to say ‘sorry,’” said Mirisch. “We’re 

putting a lot of eff ort into this and it needs 

to be done right.”
The committee also reviewed feedback 

from a community survey on the website 

redesign.

Council Liaison 
Committee 

Weighs in on City 

Website Redesign
BY CLARA HARTER

American Friends of Magen David Adom 

(AFMDA), which raises funds and awareness 

for Israel’s nonprofi t emergency medical 

service, expressed gratitude for the gift.

“I am deeply touched by the way Wilshire 

Boulevard Temple mobilized so quickly and 

Photo courtesy American Friends of Magen David Adom

See AMBULANCES, page 18

See WEBSITE REDESIGN, page 17

BY RYAN TOROK
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Zev Yaroslavsky Recalls a Political 

Life in Rotary Club Speech

He left elected offi  ce nearly a decade ago, but 

Zev Yaroslavsky has yet to leave the political 

landscape of Los Angeles. His tenure of nearly 

four decades in public service (two on the Los 

Angeles City Council and two on the Board 

of Supervisors) overlapped some of the most 

seminal events in the Southland’s history. 

Yaroslavsky was but 26 years old in 1975 when 

fi rst elected to represent the City Council’s 

5th District. Now, as an elder statesman, a 

memoir published earlier this year looks 

back on a career that in many ways shaped 

the Los Angeles of today. In his current role 

as Director of the Los Angeles Initiative at 

the UCLA Luskin School of Public Aff airs and 

the Department of History, Yaroslavsky is 

helping to shape the Los Angeles of tomorrow.   

Yaroslavsky refl ected on LA politics, 

history and the memoir encapsulating the 

two, “Zev’s Los Angeles: From Boyle Heights 

to the Halls of Power” at the Rotary Club of 

Beverly Hills luncheon on Oct. 23.  

Yaroslavsky and Rotary Club of Beverly Hills 

President Lillian Raff el

BY ANA FIGUEROA

See ZEV YAROSLAVSKY, page 17
See RABBI’S SON, page 13

BY CLARA HARTER

Local Rabbi’s 

Son Serves in 

Israeli Army

When Meir Dunner hung up his Israeli 

Defense Forces uniform after fi nishing service 

a few months ago, he had no clue just how 

soon he would be putting it back on. But 

then came Oct. 7 and overnight everything 

changed.
Now Meir, son of prominent Beverly Hills 

Rabbi Pini Dunner, is back in active duty 

and preparing to fi ght on the front lines. 

For his dad, this recent turn of events has 

evoked a rollercoaster of emotions—stress, 

fear, heartbreak, horror and pride. 

“We knew he was certainly going to be 

called up because he's only recently been 

Beverly Hills Shabbat 

Table Honors Hostages

It was the Sabbath evening in Beverly Hills 

and a crowd of observers gathered around 

a long table with 201 chairs. They sang, they 

prayed, they lit candles, but nobody sat down. 

This is because last Friday, Oct. 20, was a 

The Shabbat Table set an empty place for each of the hostages.

The Beverly Hills Unifi ed School District 

(BHUSD) Board of Education acknowledged 

growth in its management of student behav-

ior, progress on construction projects as 

well as the impact of confl ict in Israel on 

students and families at its Oct. 24 meeting.

Board members opened the meeting by 

recognizing Hawthorne Elementary School’s 

adoption of Positive Behavior Intervention 

and Supports (PBIS), a set of guidelines and 

best practices regarding discipline and the 

encouragement of good behavior. Earlier 

this month, the school received a Silver 

Implementation Award from California PBIS, 

an organization tracking the development 

of the program at campuses throughout 

the state.
A handful of Hawthorne Elementary 

students spoke to the board about their 

participation in their school’s brand of the 

PBIS system, Hawthorne HERO. The pro-

gram is named after four characteristics it 

BHUSD Board 

of Education 

Lauds Progress 

On Several 

Projects
BY ERIC LICAS

Shabbat unlike any other. It was marked by 

the heartbreaking knowledge that over 200 

Israeli hostages could not celebrate with their 

families—a tragedy that Chabad in the Hills 

chose to represent by setting up a Shabbat 

table with an empty seat for every hostage.

Photo by Lisa Friedman Bloch

Photo by Gidas Peteris

See SHABBAT, page 12

See BHUSD, page 12 

BY CLARA HARTER
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Tiff any Davis Declares 2024 City 
Council Candidacy

Beverly Hills City Council Passes Resolution in Support of Israel 

The Beverly Hills City Council has unani-

mously passed a resolution pledging ardent 

support for Israel and condemning Hamas. 

The gesture was made during the council’s 

Oct. 17 formal session, which opened with 

an extended moment of silence in remem-

brance of lives lost in the confl ict over the 

past 10 days.

Business executive and Next Beverly 

Hills Committee leader Tiff any Davis has 

announced her candidacy for City Council. 

Davis says her vision for the city’s future 

includes revitalizing commercial corridors 

and reenergizing residents' engagement with 

local government.“I am dedicated to improving the qual-

ity of life of every resident,” she said in a 

campaign announcement. “That takes an 

understanding of how to balance the unique 

needs of each area within the city, the res-

idential lifestyles in those areas, and the 

necessary commerce needed for forward 

momentum.”Davis is the Founder and President of 

Quay Entertainment, an event production 

company that works with celebrities, sports 

personalities and musicians. She believes 

her skills in event management, communi-

cation, budgeting and revenue generation 

will be a valuable asset to the council.

Consul General of Israel in Los Angeles Israel Bashar addressed the Beverly Hills City 

Council on Oct. 17.

The Beverly Hills City Council voted 4-1 to 

increase optional campaign spending limits 

ahead of the 2024 election. The vote came 

at the council’s formal meeting on Oct. 17. 

Candidates on the Beverly Hills municipal 

ballot who agree to the voluntary limits had 

previously been allowed to accept a maximum 

of $80,000 in campaign contributions, with 

individual donations limited to $450 each. 

The ordinance just passed raises the overall 

ceiling to $100,000, and allows people or 

entities to give as much as $500 per donation.
The old limits had been in place since 

2014, following an ordinance approved in 

2012. An ad hoc committee including Mayor 

Dr. Julian Gold and Councilmember Lili 

Bosse recommended raising the caps on 

campaign spending to account for infl ation 

and general increases in costs over the past 

decade.
“I was very comfortable with this,” Gold 

said. “I don’t know if we have to address 

this every year, but certainly every decade.”
Vice Mayor Lester Friedman and 

Councilmember Sharona Nazarian 

City Council Votes to Increase Campaign Spending Limits 

Tiff any Davis

BY ERIC LICAS

BY ERIC LICAS

BY CLARA HARTER

“I was thinking we should take a moment 

of silence for each of them, but we would be 

here, unfortunately, for a very long time,” 

Mayor Dr. Julian Gold said following the 

Pledge of Allegiance and roll call. “And I know 

that I speak for this community, I speak for 

the council, we carry this weight in our heart. 

This has been a very diffi  cult week. Everyone 

I know has struggled through this week.”
See SUPPORT OF ISRAEL, page 18

See TIFFANY DAVIS, page 18
See EMPOWERMENT CAMP, page 19

See CAMPAIGN SPENDING, page 18

BY ERIC LICAS

Beverly Hills Youth Take Part in Fire Department Empowerment Camp

Melissa Hillis was 21 the fi rst time she met 

a female fi refi ghter. Up until that point, she 

didn’t even realize it was possible for her to 

enter that fi eld.“I clearly remembered thinking, ‘Oh my 

gosh, I can do that?’” Hillis said. “It had not 

occurred to me that I was even allowed to 
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WIZO Luncheon Raises Over 
$100,000 for Israel

Beverly Gardens Park 
Rally Denounces 
Hamas Attacks

Mayor Dr. Julian Gold and members of the 
Beverly Hills City Council joined a massive 
crowd of demonstrators at Beverly Gardens 
Park on Oct. 9 in denouncing the deadly 
surprise off ensive in Israel led by the mili-
tant group Hamas. The group launched the 
attack early on Oct. 7 by fi ring rockets into 
Israeli towns from the Gaza Strip as well as 

The Women’s International Zionist 
Organization (WIZO) raised over $100,000 
this week for survivors of the Hamas attacks. 
At least $100,000 will be used to heal the 
physical and emotional wounds suff ered 
by residents of Sderot, Israel, said WIZO 
California Chair Gina Raphael at an Oct. 11 
luncheon and panel discussion at the Luxe 
Sunset Boulevard Hotel. The Israeli city just 
two miles away from the northern border of 
Gaza experienced some of the worst civilian 
casualties in an off ensive that left over 1,000 
people dead.

“I got a call Friday night about what hap-
pened and how life had changed,” Raphael 
told attendees. “And I don't know if it will 
ever be the same, but we can work to make 
a diff erence.”

The luncheon opened with prayers led 
by Rabbis Liat Yardeni and Chaim Mentz, as 
well as updates from Deputy Consul General 
of Israel, Amit Mekel.

“The people of Israel are brave, resilient 
and determined,” Mekel said. “If you ever 

The Beverly Hills City Hall is illuminated to show solidarity with Israel.

The city of Beverly Hills has issued a statement 
regarding the lawsuit fi led Oct. 5 by DuPont 
Clinic, PC, a California professional corpo-
ration (“DuPont”) regarding the opening of 
their reproductive health services clinic at 
8920 Wilshire Blvd. in Beverly Hills.

As stated in the story the Courier broke 
in its Oct. 6 issue, DuPont alleges that its 
plans to open a clinic in Beverly Hills were 
thwarted in part, due to actions of the 
city and various city offi  cials. The lawsuit 
names the city, as well as Mayor Dr. Julian 
Gold, City Manager Nancy Hunt-Coff ey, 
Deputy City Manager Keith Sterling, City 
Attorney Laurence Weiner and Chief of 
Police Mark Stainbrook as defendants. It 
seeks compensatory and punitive damages 
for inducing breach of contract, interference 
with contractual and economic relations 
and misrepresentation, among other causes 
of action. 

The city was unable to provide a com-
ment regarding the lawsuit before the 
Courier’s Oct. 6 issue went to press. The 
following is a statement released by the city 
on Oct. 11:

“For any business that wishes to locate in 
Beverly Hills, the city’s role is to process per-
mits in a timely manner. The city is already 
home to medical offi  ces that off er repro-
ductive health services and has been very 

City Issues 
Statement 
Regarding 
Clinic Lawsuit

WIZO California Chair Gina Raphael at the 
Oct. 11  luncheon

BY ERIC LICAS

BY ANA FIGUEROA

BY ERIC LICAS

sending in ground forces. 
Soon after the attacks, the city issued a 

statement of condemnation.
“We are appalled by this act of terrorism 

by Hamas against the citizens and civilian 
communities in Israel,” said Gold. “We call 
on President Biden and Congress to act 
swiftly in support of Israel. Additionally, 
we hope all peace-loving nations of the world 

See RALLY, page 12 

See WIZO, page 11 See NEW HOUSING ELEMENT, page 10

See CLINIC LAWSUIT, page 10

BY CLARA HARTER

City Hopes 
New Housing 
Element Will 
Protect Local 
Zoning Control

After two years of trying, and failing to meet 
the state’s ambitious housing requirements, 
the city of Beverly Hills is hoping that its 
recently updated Housing Element plan will 
fi nally satisfy Sacramento. 

Every city in California is required to 
submit a Housing Element outlining how 
it will create capacity for a state-mandated 
number of housing units by 2029.

Photo by Eric Licas

Photo courtesy city of Beverly Hills
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A TRUSTED SOURCE

The Beverly Hills Courier is the #1 source 
of local news, surpassing the L.A. Times, 

television, radio and internet.
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80 % of residents are regular readers  
of the Beverly Hills Courier, with 76% 
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services seen in our advertising.
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CONTENT
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A Ray of Hope in the Dark

On Nov. 19 and 20, survivors of the Oct. 7 
Hamas attack and their family members 
joined religious leaders at the Beverly Hills 
Towers building at the corner of Canon Drive 
and Santa Monica Boulevard as part of a 
demonstration calling for the release of 240 
Israeli hostages in Gaza. Dubbed “A Ray of 
Hope for Every Hostage,” the demonstra-
tion featured 240 lights beaming into the 
sky, each representing one of the captives, 
and included a musical performance and 
speeches demanding the hostage’s release.  

Beverly Hills City Councilmember Dr. 
Sharona Nazarian addressed the crowd, 
which stood across the street waving Israeli 
fl ags and cheering, urging residents to con-
tact their representatives and demand they 
call for the hostages to be released.

“It’s been 45 days since the brutal and 
barbaric slaughter of over 1400 innocent 

civilians,” and the capture of Israeli hostages, 
Nazarian said. “Call your elected offi  cials and 
demand they bring the hostages back now.”  

Beverly Hills Jewish Community 
Synagogue Rabbi Yossi Cunin told the 

“A Ray of Hope for Every Hostage” on display 

BY JOEY WALDINGER

See A RAY OF HOPE, page 12 See ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW, page 14

BY NATHAN ANSELL

Architectural 
Review 
Approved for 
Multi-Family 
Residential 
Buildings

In the midst of ongoing housing issues, two 
new residential complexes with a combined 
20 units cleared a crucial hurdle before their 
construction is scheduled to begin.

After briefl y discussing smaller accom-
modations, the Architectural Commission 
gave its conditional approval to the 

Rodeo Drive Holiday 
Lighting Celebration 
Dazzles Thousands

Rodeo Drive was bedecked, bedazzled and 
bejeweled for its annual Holiday Lighting 
Celebration on Nov. 16. As in previous 
years, thousands converged on the world-fa-
mous thoroughfare to enjoy an evening of 

Crowds converged on Rodeo Drive for the Holiday Lighting Celebration on Nov. 16.

Approximately 1,000 people expressed 
support for Israel while attending “One 
People, One Heart: Solidarity with Israel,” 
a community event held Nov. 19 at Sinai 
Temple in Westwood. 

At the Sunday evening gathering in 
Sinai’s Ziegler Sanctuary, participants 
included Sinai Temple Co-Senior Rabbis 
Erez Sherman and Nicole Guzik; Jewish 
Federation of Greater Los Angeles CEO and 
President Rabbi Noah Farkas; Consul General 
of Israel in Los Angeles Israel Bachar; State 
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel; 14-year-old 
Ela Shani, an Israeli survivor of the Oct. 7 
attack on Israel; and Pastor John-Paul Foster 
of Faithful Central Bible Church.

Sinai Temple and the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Los Angeles co-organized the 
program. 

More than 40 days after the attack on 
Israel, when Hamas infi ltrated Israel’s border 
and massacred more than 1,200 Israeli 
civilians and kidnapped approximately 240 
people, the community was struggling with 
how to keep the tragedy in their hearts and 
minds while continuing with day-to-day life, 
said Farkas of the Federation.

Sinai Temple 
Event Highlights 
Israel Solidarity
BY RYAN TOROK

diversions, themed décor and entertainment.
But it was the simple act of greeting 

friends on the sidewalk that provided the 
most holiday cheer.

As Mayor Dr. Julian Gold noted last 
week, “Our Holiday Lighting Celebration 

Photo courtesy city of Beverly Hills

Photo by Lisa Friedman Bloch

See HOLIDAY LIGHTING, page 12 See ISRAEL SOLIDARITY, page 13

BY ANA FIGUEROA
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SUMMER STYLE AND HOLIDAY STYLE MAGAZINE 2024

STYLE Magazines 2024 are printed on glossy, heavy-
coated stock and distributed (5,000 copies) in Beverly Hills 
and environs, including on Rodeo Drive, five-star hotels, 
fine dining establishments, high-profile events and more. 
Advertisements receive double exposure for enhanced value 
and client reach. The entire issue is printed within the 
pages of the Beverly Hills Courier in June and November 
2024. The Courier reaches approximately 65,000 readers 
in Beverly Hills and surrounding cities. Additionally, STYLE 
Magazines 2024 are available on the Courier’s website, 
beverlyhillscourier.com, which receives approximately  
10 million impressions a year. 
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magazine, one for the newspaper. 
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please use magazine dimensions.
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Paper Stock: Glossy 
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Beverly Hills Courier
499 N. Canon Dr., Suite 212
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
310-278-1322

Artwork Submission
production@bhcourier.com
Advertising Inquiries
Phone: 310-278-1322
advertise@bhcourier.com

404,000
GLOBAL  

IMPRESSIONS

DEADLINES

HOLIDAY STYLE 2024
Space Reservations: September 27
Ad Material Deadline: October 4
Publication Date: November 22
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Ad Material Deadline: May 3

Publication Date: June 14
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Due to standard minor variation in the trimming 
process, we recommend that ads restrict essential 
design elements to the live area.
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Black backgrounds: C:30% M:30% Y:30% K:100%
Paper Stock: Glossy 

WINE + DINE ISSUE 2024
The Beverly Hills Courier and Wally’s Beverly Hills 
present the Autum 2024 “Beverly Hills Courier WINE 
+ DINE ISSUE.”

The cover story features an exclusive interview with 
a culinary icon several timely features on the latest 
gastronomic trends plus our popular “Top Five” 
lists that serve as useful guides all year long. “Wine 
+ Dine” is printed on glossy, heavy-coated stock 
and distributed (30,000 copies) to Beverly Hills 
residences and businesses. 

FULL PAGE
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process, we recommend that ads restrict essential 
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Newspapers under 50,000 in
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awarded to Courier Publisher Lisa Friedman Bloch
for her piece “The Beverly Hills Idol, Lionel Richie”

2nd Place – “News Feature-Newspapers
under 50,000 in circulation”

awarded to Samuel Braslow for “Beverly Hills Salon
Owner Recounts Her Actions in D.C. Riot”

L.A. Press Club’s 2022 64th Annual
California Journalism Awards

California News Publisher
Association’s 2021 California

Journalism Awards
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California Journalism Awards
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L.A. Press Club’s 2022 64th Annual
California Journalism Awards
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Annual California Journalism
Awards

1st Place “Personality Profile-
Newspapers under 50,000 in
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awarded to Courier Publisher Lisa
Friedman Bloch for her piece “The
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AWARD-WINNING BEVERLY HILLS COURIER
The Beverly Hills Courier has won the following awards in 2022-2023:

1st Place 
“Personality Profile, 

Newspapers under 50,000 in circulation” 
L.A. Press Club’s 2022 64th Annual California Journalism Awards, awarded 
to Courier Publisher Lisa Friedman Bloch for her piece “The Beverly Hills 

Idol, Lionel Richie”

2nd Place 
“News Feature, 

Newspapers under 50,000 in circulation” 
L.A. Press Club’s 2022 64th Annual California Journalism Awards, awarded 
to Samuel Braslow for “Beverly Hills Salon Owner Recounts Her Actions in 

D.C. Riot” 

1st Place 
“Writing” 

California News Publishers Association’s 2022 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Courier Excecutive Editor Ana Figueroa for her piece 
“The New Audrey Irmas Pavilion Illuminates Wilshire Boulevard Temple”

2nd Place 
“Enterprising Reporting” 

California News Publishers Association’s 2022 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Courier Excecutive Editor Ana Figueroa for her piece 
“The New Audrey Irmas Pavilion Illuminates Wilshire Boulevard Temple”

3rd Place 
“Writing” 

California News Publishers Association’s 2022 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Courier Excecutive Editor Ana Figueroa for her piece 

“200 Trunks, 200 Visionaries: The Exhibit’ Opens on Rodeo Drive”

2nd Place 
“Land-Use Reporting” 

California News Publishers Association’s 2022 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Matthew Blake for his piece  

“Path Cleared for $1 Billion Cheval Blanc Ultra-Luxury Hotel”

3rd Place 
“Health Coverage” 

California News Publishers Association’s 2022 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Eva Ritvo, M.D. for her piece “From the Pandemic to 

Ukraine: It’s OK Not to Feel OK”

1st Place 
“Feature, Business/Government,  

over 1,000 words, Magazines” 
L.A. Press Club’s 2023 65th Annual California Journalism Awards,  
awarded to Courier Publisher Lisa Friedman Bloch for her piece  

“Nicolas Bijan: The Prince of Beverly Hills”

3rd Place 
“Personality Profile,  

Politics/ Business/Arts Personalities” 
L.A. Press Club’s 2023 65th Annual California Journalism Awards,  
awarded to Courier Publisher Lisa Friedman Bloch for her piece  

“ANASTASIA: Beverly Hills’ World-Famous Eyebrow Queen”
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AWARD-WINNING BEVERLY HILLS COURIER
The Beverly Hills Courier has won the following awards 2020-2021:

1st Place 
“Breaking News” 

California News Publishers Association’s 2021 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Samuel Braslow for “Shooting at Il Pastaio” 

1st Place 
“Writing” 

California News Publishers Association’s 2021 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Samuel Braslow for “Community Rallies Around 

Children With Rare Disease” 

4th Place 
“Investigative Reporting” 

California News Publishers Association’s 2021 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Samuel Braslow for “BHPD Task Force Accused of 

Widespread Racial Profiling” 

5th Place 
“Coverage of Local Government” 

California News Publishers Association’s 2021 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Samuel Braslow for “Court Strikes Down Beverly Hills 

Ordinance” 

4th Place 
“Breaking News”

California News Publishers Association’s 2020 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Samuel Braslow for “Rally Turns Violent as Extremist 

Groups Take Part” 

4th Place 
“Protests and Racial Justice”

California News Publishers Association’s 2020 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Samuel Braslow for “Embedded with the Beverly Hills 

Protestors: One Reporter’s Story” 

4th Place 
“Business News”

California News Publishers Association’s 2020 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Samuel Braslow for “With No End In Sight, 

Restaurants Flout COVID Restrictions” 

3rd Place 
“News Photo”

California News Publishers Association’s 2021 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Samuel Braslow for “Protestors Confronting 

Schoolchildren” 

4th Place 
“News Photo”

California News Publishers Association’s 2021 California Journalism 
Awards, awarded to Samuel Braslow for “Protestors and the BHPD” 
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THE COURIER IN THE NEWS

New York Times 01/19/2021

KTLA: 01/19/2021

LA Times 01/19/2021

CBS LA 01/19/2021
Los Angeles Magazine 01/19/2021

Daily Beast 01/19/2021

Univision 01/19/2021

“

“

”
”

“

”

“

”

“

”

“

”

“

”
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AD SUBMISSION
PRINT SPECIFICATIONS POLICIES

CONTACTS

DIGITAL SPECIFICATIONS

DEADLINES

The Beverly Hills Courier reserves the right to revise its 
advertising rates at any time. Advertisements requiring graphic 
design services are subject to an additional charge and earlier 
deadline. All contracts are accepted subject to the Courier’s 
STANDARD ADVERTISING TERMS and CONDITIONS, which are 
available upon request. 

All artwork must be supplied press-ready in Adobe Acrobat PDF  
format to the following specifications: 

Print method: 			   Offset 
Minimum resolution: 		  300dpi 
Color: 					     CMYK with no spot colors 
Text: 					     K:100% (no cyan, magenta, yellow mix)
Black backgrounds: 		  C:30% M:30% Y:30% K:100%
Halftones/line art: 		  Furnished in 85 line screen
Total ink limit:			   240%

All artwork must be supplied in exact pixel dimensions in one of the 
following formats: 
•	 JPG 
•	 PNG 
•	 HTML5 

If link to a landing page is desired, advertiser must submit along 
with artwork

Please note:  All of our size specifications are at 2X of actual 
display size. This is done to ensure all ads appear sharp and clear 
across all different devices and display resolutions. 

Please note:  We no longer accept ads in Flash, .PDF or  
.GIF file types. 

Space Reservation
1 p.m. Friday (week prior to publication) 

Press-ready artwork 
3 p.m. Tuesday (week of publication) 

Ads requiring graphic design 
9 a.m. Monday (week of publication)

Artwork Submission
production@bhcourier.com

Advertising Inquiries
Beverly Hills Courier Advertising
Phone: 310-278-1322
advertise@bhcourier.com


